Jordan’s embassies to offer business services 

P — Foreign Minister Fayez^Brawneh 
on Monday disclosed that ail Jordanian embassies 
wiU. offer mves ? ne ° t 311(1 economic services to foreign 
' I”™ 88 ™? 1 - Dr Tarawneh said in a meeting with 
representatives of trade and industry chambers that 
the ministry requested all Jordanian embassies to pro- 
vuie the -necessary facilities to foreign private sector 
delegations in i support of the national economy: Dr. 
Tarawneh said the ministry urged the embassies to 
provide several services such as hotel reservations, 
hiring cars, hosting receptions, and fixing appoint- 
? nients for them, as well as establishing a follow-up 
mechanism on a case-by-case basis. 
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Ciller party expels rebel ex-minister 

ANKARA (AFP) — Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller's 
conservative True Path Party Monday expelled a for- 
mer trade minister who had collaborated with the 
opposition in an attempt to bring down Turkey's 
Islamist-led government, the Anatolia news agency’ 
said. With the expulsion of Yalim Erez. the coalition 
partners in Islamist Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan’s government effectively fell into minority 
with 274 members in the 550-seat parliament. Erez. 
who resigned from Erbakan’s cabinet in late April, 
engineered a failed censure motion against the gov- 
ernment last monLh. 
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Egypt, Syria hold 
talks on Middle 
East peace 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
held talks Monday with 
Syria’s Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam 
mid Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Farouk A1 Sharaa 
on the Middle East peace 
process, officials said. Mr. 
Mubarak met Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu last week to try 
to move the process ahead. 
Syria has strongly con- 
demned Mr. Netanyahu for 
refusing to swap occupied 
Arab Lands for peace and 
for expanding Jewish set- 
tlement in occupied areas. 
Syrian-Israeli peace talks 
are stalled over the fate of 
the Golan Heights. Israel 
broke off peace negotia- 
tions with Syria over a year 
ago, before Netanyahu 
took office last June. 

EU says too early 
to send envoys 
back to Iran 

LUXEMBOURG (R) — 
European Union foreign 
mini sters decided Monday 
that the situation was not 
yet right for members of 
their 15-nation bloc to send 
their ambassadors back to 
Iran. “We noted that the 
conditions for the return of 
our ambassadors... have not 
yet been met,” Dutch For- 
eign Minister Hans van 
Mierlo told a news confer- 


Syrian general killed 
in auto accident 
in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A Syri- 
an general has been killed 
in an automobile accident 
in Lebanon, where Syria 
deploys some 35,000 

troops, the independent 
newspaper An Nahar 

reported Monday. General 
Malek Khatib. who was 
serving in Lebanon, was 
killed Saturday when his 
vehicle struck two cars dri- 
ven by Lebanese nationals 
on the road leading from 
Zahle to Baal beck in the 
Bekaa Valley, the newspa- 
per said. Lebanese police 
Asaid, meanwhile, that five 
Syrian civilians and five 
Lebanese were killed in a 
head-on collision in north- 
ern Lebanon Monday. The 
accident occurred on the 
road leading to the northern 
port of Tripoli, near the 
border with Syria, police 
said. 

U.N. recommends 
Iraqi oil deal for 
another 6 months 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan Monday rec- 
ommended a six-month 
renewal of the “oil-for- 
food" deal for Iraq, U.N. 
officials said. In a report to 
the Security Council Mr. 

- -J^ ftnnan said the plan, which 
’expires June 7, should be 
extended. The current deal 
calls for $2 billion worth of 
oil sales over six months so 
Baghdad can buy food and 
medicine for its people, 
suffering from U.N. trade 
sanctions imposed in 

August 1990 when Iraqi 
troops invaded Kuwait. 

Qadhafi will not 
attend OAU summit 

HARARE (AFP) — 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has changed his 
plans and will not attend 
the Organisation of African 
-jAJnity, summit in Harare. 

, 'the . official Ziana news 
agency reported Monday. 


Chirac asks rival to form next King celebrates Independence 

government; Jospin worries EU Da y with the citizens of Bal< l a 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
Socialist Party leader 
Lionel Jospin took over as 
prime minister on Monday, 
saying his new left-wing 
government will be in place 
within the week, after his 
upset election victory that 
dealt a humiliating blow to 
conservative President 
Jacques Chirac. 

Mr. Chirac, who narrowly 
defeated Mr. Jospin in pres- 


idential elections only two 
years ago, summoned Mr. 
Jospin to the Elysee Palace 
to ask him to form a new 
government. Earlier Mr. 
Chirac accepted the resig- 
nation of his friend and aide 
of 20 years, former Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe, 51. 

Mr. Jospin, a 59-year-old 
high-principled former pro- 
fessor, immediately 

announced that he would 



form a government “soon, 
within the week." 

Mr. Jospin called the 
atmosphere at his meeting 
with Mr. Chirac “excel- 
lent”. 

The Socialist victory wor- 
ried France’s EU neigh- 
bours. since Mr. Jospin will 
be forced to rely on support 
from the Euro -sceptical 
communists in the new par- 
liament 

In Paris, the franc weak- 
ened to 5.83 to the dollar 
but rallied against the mark 
at 3.3720 after falling to 
3.3860. The bourse’s CAC 
40 index initially lost 3.3 
points to 2,498.75, but 
recovered with a 2.23 per- 
cent gain at 2.641.53 short- 
ly before the close. 

Operators said they were 
waiting to see the make-up 
of the Jospin government 
in the hope there would be 
no communist ministers. 

According to final results 
Monday, the Socialists and 
their Green and other allies 
had 318 seats in the 577- 
seat National Assembly, 
depending on the commu- 
nists' 38 seats to take them 
past the 289-seat majority, 
while the conservatives fell 
to 257 seats compared with 
478 in the old parliament. 

Mr. Jospin quadrupled his 
party's seats from 56 to 
more than 240. 

Communist Party leader 
Robert Hue said after a 
meeting of its parliamen- 
tary group that the part)’ 
was still waiting for “con- 
crete proposals” from the 
Socialists on Lhe minimum 
wage and on taxation 
before deciding whether to 
take part in the government 

Speaking as the scale of 


French Socialist Party head Lionel Jospin places his Socialists on Lhe m i nim a 
finger on his lips to ask the crowd for silence upon wage and on taxatic 
arrival to celebrate a stunning parliamentary elec- before deciding whether i 
tion triumph with party supporters in Paris on take part in the govemmer 
Monday (Photo by Reuters) Speaking as the scale « 

Israel wants to protect 
threatened land dealers 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
moved Monday to halt a 
spate of execution-style 
murders of Arabs who sold 
property to Jews, offering 
protection to threatened land 
dealers and demanding that 
Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
arrest the killers. 

“The Palestinian (Nation- 
al) Authority must stop 
lolling Arabs and take action 
against those responsible for 
these slayings,” Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
said on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Netanyahu held an 
urged meeting of his top 
security aides Monday after 
the third murder in a month 
of a Palestinian accused of 
selling land to Jewish set- 


tlers. 

After Palestinian real 
estate agents complained to 
the Israeli media over the 
weekend that nothing was 
being done to protea them, 
Mr. Netanyahu Monday 
ordered arrest warrants to be 
issued for Palestinian secu- 
rity officials suspected of 
involvement in the recent 
slayings, his office said. 

The meeting also issued a 
“strong protest” to the PNA 
over the killings. 

National police chief 
Assaf Hefetz said after the 
meeting that his forces 
would step up security 
around Palestinian property 
dealers who hold Israeli res- 
idency cards and are threat- 
ened with death. 


“We are going to take 
measures to dissuade any- 
one planning to attack 
them.” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu charged 
that “high Palestinian 
(National) Authority offi- 
cials" had “publicly encour- 
aged these murders” 

“The Israeli police investi- 
gation leads to these senior 
officials," he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu specifical- 
ly mentioned Freih Abu 
Medeeo, the justice minis- 
ter in self-rule government, 
who announced early last 
month that Palestinians who 
sell land to Jews faced the 
death penalty. 

“These murders are a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinian ‘land dealer’ 
denies being kidnapped 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A Palestinian 
who Israeli officials 
claimed had been kid- 
napped by Palestinian secu- 
rity agents under suspicion 
of selling land to Jews went 
willingly with the agents, 
his son told AFP on Mon- 
day. 

“My father was requested 
to appear by Palestinian 
police in Ramallah. He 
went willingly and was not 
forced,” said Mohammad 
Rajabi. denying that his 
father. Asad Rajabi, was 
involved in land deals. 

“Everything the Israelis 
have said in the case is 
completely untrue. They 
are just looking to raise a 
case against the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA)," 


he said. 

Jerusalem police chief 
Yair Itzhaki said Sunday 
that police had attested six 
Palestinian security agents 
the night before after a 
high-speed car chase as 
they attempted to kidnap 
Asad Rajabi from east 
Jerusalem to the West Bank 
self-rale city of Ramallah. 

Mr. Itzhaki said Mr. 
Rajabi was under suspicion 
by the PNA of selling land 
in the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem to Israeli settlers. 

After the arrests, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu stepped up his 
criticism of the PNA on 
Monday and blamed it for 
the murder of three Pales- 
tinian land dealers over the 
past month, the latest on 


Saturday night. 

He demanded the authori- 
ty prosecute the killers and 
back off its crackdown 
against Palestinians 

involved in land sales to 
Israelis. 

But Mr. Mohammad 
denied his father was 
involved in land sales and 
said Israel was making up 
the story of his father's kid- 
napping to damage the 
PNA image. 

“My father has no con- 
nection in the least to land 
sales. He’s a newspaper 
vendor. There was no kid- 
napping, there were no land 
sales,” he said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


his victory became clear, 
Mr. Jospin said he would 
use it to pursue a “new pol- 
icy" for France and to push 
for a “reorientation" of 
Europe. 

He cited as a top priority 
“the reorientation of the 
construction of Europe, to 
which we are committed." 

For the first time ever, the 
Greens made their parlia- 
mentary debut, winning 
eight seats after forming an 
electoral alliance with the 
Socialists. The far-right 
National Front won just one 
seat, despite its record 
14.94 per cent showing in 
first round voting. 

Conceding defeat, Mr. 
Juppe said “we must 
analyse the reasons for this 
failure, we must sran 
rebuilding a political 
force.” 

Leftwing supporters par- 
tied into the early hours on 
Monday to celebrate the 
left’s return to power four 
years after they were routed 
by the right in 1993. 

Mr. Chirac dissolved par- 
liament on April 21, 10 
months before he needed 
to. in the hope of securing a 
conservative majority in 
parliament for the next five 
years until 2002, when his 
own mandate comes to an 
end. 

Mr. Chirac argued he 
needed a free hand to take 
France into Europe’s eco- 
nomic and monetary union, 
but his critics said he was 
planning another dose of 
austerity to meet the terms 
for EMU. 

Mr. Jospin has said that 
(Continued on page 7) 

Kurdish 
rebels step 
up attacks 
inside 
Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkish 
Kurdish rebels stepped up 
attacks in southeast Turkey 
Monday, as a cross-border 
offensive by the Thriosh mil- 
itary against rebel bases in 
northern Iraq entered its 
third week. 

Rebels of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) 
ambushed two trucks in Siirt 
province, killing the driver, 
injuring two other people 
and setting the vehicles on 
fire, the Anatolia news 
agency reported. 

In Bingol province, rebels 
stopped a bus at a roadblock 
and took money and jew- 
ellery from the passengers. 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing for autonomy within 
Turkey for 13 years. The war 
has cost some 28,000 lives. 

Turkish troops crossed into 
northern Iraq on May 14, to 
wipe out rebel bases used to 
launch attacks on Turkey. 

Arab ambassadors to the 
United Nations have con- 
demned the incursion. For- 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Sermet Atacanli on Sunday 
called the criticism “unjusti- 
fied.” 

‘1 hope they will under- 
stand Turkey's legitimate 
security concerns better in 
the future,” Mr. Atacanli told 
reporters. ‘Turkish troops 
will be withdrawn when 
their mission is accom- 
plished.” 

The military denies reports 
it is setting up a buffer zone 
inside Iraq and says it will 
pull out after the Kurd bases 
are destroyed. 


SALT (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday expressed his deep 
pride in the citizens of 
Balqa, their loyally and 
dedicated work for Jordan, 
saying that Salt, the gover- 
norate’s principal city, has 
offered a great deal towards 
the development of the 
country and it will continue 
to be in the forefront serv- 
ing Jordanians and Arabs at 
large. 

“I do remember a great 
deal of dear brothers from 
Salt who had worked with 
me for this country and 
shouldered the responsibili- 
ty and I have always known 
them to be honest, loyal 
and courageous people who 
were determined to serve 
the coming generations.” 
King Hussein said at a cer- 
emony for the inauguration 
of the new premises of the 
Balqa governor's office 
attended" by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an, senior officials and 
dignitaries. 

Referring to the King- 
dom’s achievements since 
its independence, (he King 
said the country is proud ro 
have accomplished what it 
did with steadfastness and 
resolve. 

He said the gathering in 
Amman by 162 participants 
in the meetings of the U.N 
International Leadership 
Academy is a recognition 
of the country’s achieve- 
ments and an honouring 
for its people. 




His Majesty King Hussein shares a joyous moment 
with a child during celebrations of the Kingdom's 
independence held in Salt, Monday (Photo by 
Youssef 'Allan) 


In reference to the educa- 
tional institution in Sail, he 
said that they produced 
many leaders who offered 
great sen-ice to their nation 
singling out the Salt Sec- 
ondary School in particular 
which he said had graduat- 
ed many prominent Jordan- 


ian public figures. He said: 
“We should concentrate on 
the question of education, 
culture and national 
belonging in the manner 
that existed at the Salt Sec- 
ondary School." 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and UNRWA's Commissioner Gen- 
eral Peter Hansen tour Wadi Seer Vocational Training Centre, Monday (Photo 
by Boghos) 

Crown Prince and Hansen mark 
completion of UNRWA projects 

UNRWA commissioner hopeful donor 
countries will resolve financial troubles 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Monday said that 
the assistance extended by 
Jordan and the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for the 
Palestinian refugees is not a 
substitute to their right to 
return back or receive com- 
pensation. 

Speaking at the inaugura- 
tion ceremony of a carpen- 
try workshop at UNRWA’s 
Wadi Seer training centre, 
which was expanded and 
equipped through a dona- 
tion from the Japanese gov- 
ernment, the Crown Prince 
urged donor countries to 
fulfil their commitments to 
the Palestinian people. 

“What we are doing here 
(in terms of the services 
and support Jordan contin- 
ues to offer to Palestinian 
refugee camps) has nothing 
to do with compromising 
the political aspirations of 


the Palestinian people. On 
the contrary, it has every- 
thing to do with keeping 
those aspirations alive," 
Prince Hassan said in the 
ceremony to celebrate the 
completion of projects 
which started in 1 995. cost- 
ing a total of S4.4 million. 

The Crown Prince 
stressed that Jordan's effort 
to improve the living condi- 
tions in refugee camps must 
not be confused with 
UNRWA’s political man- 
date of which Jordan is 
fully supportive. 

He added that the King- 
dom, which hosts 4] per 
cent of total Palestinian 
refugees in the diaspora, 
will continue to shoulder its 
responsibilities towards all 
segments of the Jordanian 
society. "Focusing on 
human dignity and improv- 
ing quality of life con- 
tributes to maintaining sta- 
bility and progress in Jor- 
dan and keeping the issue 
of Palestinian refugees 
alive,” Prince Hassan said. 


“In these political times, 
some find it easy to doubt 
our objectives and talk in 
negative terms while what 
we are actually doing is to 
try to once again light 
another candle," he said. 

Prince Hassan added that 
Jordan is determined and 
has always worked to 
improve the quality of life 
for all its people and ensure 
that the human dignity of 
all is maintained. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
Jordan is the largest donor 
country of Palestinian 
refugees with annual 
spending of S300 million 
on refugees, which is 
almost equivalent to 
UNRWA’s S3 60 million 
annual budget, the Prince 
said. 

He called on donor coun- 
tries, scheduled to meet on 
June 10, to continue to 
shoulder their responsibili- 
ties towards refugees. He 
said their attendance of the 

(Continued on page T) 
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A new generation to take the 
reins of Israel’s Labour Party 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's opposition Labour 
Party elects a new leader 
Tuesday to succeed veteran 
politician Shimon Peres, 
with former army chief 
Ehud Barak of the party’s 
hawkish right-wing 

favoured for victory. 

More than 166.000 
Labour militants are eligi- 
ble to participate in the 
vote, which will see a new 
generation take the reins 
from Peres. 73. and his con- 
temporaries who built both 
the puny and the Israel 50 
years ago. 

Leading the field of four 
candidates running for the 
post of Labour chairman is 
Mr. Barak, a 54-year-old 
ex -general and security 
hard-liner who presents 
himself as the natural heir 
to assassinated former 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Mr. Barak, the army's 
most decorated soldier who 
served as foreign minister 
under Peres until Labour's 
election defeat in May 
1996, claims to be the only 
one capable of beating 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in the next 
national elections sched- 
uled for the year 2000. 

According to the latest 


opinion poll published Fri- 
day, Mr. Barak was set to 
gamer 51 per cent of the 
militants’ votes, well above 
the 40 per cent needed to be 
elected outright without a 
run-off. 

His main rival is Yossi 
Beilin, a key architect of 
the Oslo peace process 
under Rabin and Mr. Peres 
and a leader of the Labour 
left wing. 

Friday’s poll gave him 25 
per cent of the vote, ahead 
of Ephraim Sneh. another 
former general from the 
party's right credited with 
four per cent, and centrist 
Shlomo Ben-Ami with 
eight per cent. 

The run-up to Tuesday’s 
vote has been dominated by 
an awkward and bitter 
struggle between Mr. Barak 
and Mr. Peres, a tenacious 
political insider who lost a 
last minute battle to retain a 
significant voice in the 
party even after his replace- 
ment as chairman. 

Mr. Peres, saying he 
wanted to play an active 
role in trying to save the 
peace process from the 
nationalist policies of the 
Netanyahu government, 
had sought to create for 
himself a new position of 
party president. 


Mr. Barak quashed the 
bid at a party leadership 
convention last month. 

Arguing that the presiden- 
cy, although theoretically 
honorary, would undermine 
his future leadership and 
ability to prepare the party 
for its next election battle, 
Mr. Barak got more than 60 
per cent of the party leaders 
to vote against the Peres 
camp. 

With the outcome of 
Tuesday’s election a fore- 
gone conclusion, the only 
real suspense centres on 

two issues — whether the 
internal feuding will dis- 
courage militants from vot- 
ing and what Mr. Peres’ 
attitude will be to the new 
leadership. 

Party election commis- 
sioner Eli Dean said his tar- 
get for voter turnout was 60 
per cent, but many 
observers saw this as unre- 
alistic given the low level 
of morale following 
Labour’s defeat by Mr. 
Netanyahu and the right- 
wing nationalist camp. 

Mr. Peres for his part has 
declined to come out pub- 
licly for any of the candi- 
dates, although Beilin was 
for years one of his closest 
collaborators. 

Mr. Barak only entered 


politics two years ago and 
his rapid rise to power, out- 
spoken self-confidence and 
rightist positions have led 
critics to charge he is little 
more than a carbon copy of 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

Throughout the party 
election campaign, Mr. 
Barak has kept his policy 
positions deliberately 

vague. 

Last month he only reluc- 
tantly went along with a 
change to the Labour Party 
platform expressing condi- 
tional support for the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state 
as the final outcome of the 
Oslo peace process 
launched by Rabin and Mr. 
Peres. 

Mr. Barak had in the past 
strongly opposed Palestin- 
ian statehood and in Sep- 
tember 1995 abstained in a 
cabinet vote on the interim 
peace accord signed by 
Peres which extended Arab 
autonomy in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Echoing what has now 
become government policy 
under Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. 
Barak charged at the time 
that the Oslo accords did 
not provide acceptable 
security guarantees for 
Israelis and Jewish settlers 
in the occupied territories. 





ISRAELI SOLDIERS BEAT JOURNALISTS: Two Israeli soldiers use metal clubs to beat a ^<K£nlaD t elevj- 
sion cameraman during scuffles on Monday that broke out as Palestinians protesting the Israeli a emp 
off Arab-owned Land in a part of Gaza under Israeli control. Palestinians said Israeli troops near e j - 

dement of Morag injured five Palestinians when soldiers attacked the crowd demonstrating against 
cation. An Israeli spokesman said the fence was intended to protect flower plantations belonging to tn J 
settlement from thieves (Photo by Reuters) 


Lebanon fishermen seek 
truce panel intervention 


Committee 
to present 
plan for 
El A1 sale 


Syria softening stance 
on renewing peace talks 


TEL AVIV (R) — A commit- 
tee formed to study the pri- 
vatisation of El A1 Israel air- 
lines will reesem its.recom- - 
Riendationsto Prime'Minister^ 
Benyamin ‘Netanyahu Mon- 
day afteraogp, government 
officials said. 

It was not immediately 
known when the prime min- 
ister would begin delibera- 
tions on the plan. 

Government sources said 
last week that the committee 
would recommend selling 
1 00 per cent of the stale carri- 
er on the Tel Aviv bourse in 
the first half of 1998. 

The committee, headed by 
Mr. Netanyahu's economic 
adviser Moshe Leon, advises 
selling all of the government 
holdings at once, in shares 
and warrants. 

A major obstacle to privati- 
sation — a prohibition 
against flying on the Jewish 
Subbaih — would also be 
dealt with under the commit- 
tee’s plan, wluch would allow 
El A1 to fly on the Sabbath as 
long as it did not increase 
overall air traffic on this day. 

That would mean that the 
number of incoming and out- 
going flights from Friday 
evening to Sarunday evening 
would remain at the present 
level. The committee telieves 
this would be acceptable to 
the religious panics. 

The committee also recom- 
mends setting aside funds 
before privatisation to guar- 
antee fill l compensation lor 
workers who are sacked 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a 
move that could help restart 
Israel-Syria peace talks, 
Damascus has dropped its 
insistence that Israel agree in 
advance to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights, an Israeli 
newspaper said Sunday. 

The Maariv daily.- said the 
" mes ^^w ^%ahsmitt&d ~Bv " 
Syria-through Russian diplo- ' 
made channels this weekend 
after a trip to Moscow by 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
FaroukAl Sharaa. 

Mr. Sharaa told his Russ- 
ian counterpart, Yevgeny 
Primakov, that Syria under- 
stood the extent of any 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
strategic plateau must be 
negotiated with the govern- 


ment of Benyamin 
Netanyahu, Maariv said. 

At the same time, the 
report said Syria wants Mr. 
Netanyahu to embrace a 
series of understandings 
over future security arrange- 
ments between the countries 
wbichwere reached in nego- 
tiqgoris with. Israel's previ- 
ous Labour government 
No official confirmation 
of the report was available. 

Syria has claimed chat 
when the negotiations broke 
off in Febniaiy 1996, die 
sides had in effect agreed to 
a full Israel withdrawal from 
the Golan, which Israel 
seized in the 1967 war. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who was 
elected Israel’s prime minis- 


ter last May, has opposed 
such a total pullout 
Syria has insisted that for 
negotiations to resume, Mr. 
Netanyahu must embrace all 
the understandings reached 
with Labour: But Mr. 

Netanyahu maintain*; that 
since no 1 treaty ■ was ever 
reached -with his - pffidece3T 
serfs he should not be bound- 
to the understandings^ - ■ ; • 
Israel has nonetheless 
sought a formula for restart- 
ing the talks, especially 
because it believes Syria 
holds the key to ending hos- 
tilities in southern Lebanon, 
where Israeli troops face a 
costly guerrilla war with die 
Hizbollah militia. 


TYRE (AFP) — Lebanese 
fishermen called Monday 
on the Beirut government 
to lodge a complaint to the 
international truce commit- 
tee over Israel’s sea block- 
ade of southern Lebanon 
ports. 

The fishermen staged a 
protest, the second in less 
than a week, at the port of 
the southern city of Tyre, 
said Mohammad Bawwab. 
president of the fishermen's 
union. 

They called on the gov- 
eiRzjjent to file ram ^ffjcial 
complaint tptte tnr£e;com- 
mirtee" '^^ma3e~*up~ .of 
France, Lebanon, Israel, 
Syria and the United States 
— set up to monitor a 
ceasefire agreement 

between Israel and 
Lebanese guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon. 

The Israeli navy has 
imposed the blockade since 
May 19 when a member of 


the pro-Syrian Amal move- 
ment tried to sink a gunboat 
off Tyre by launching a sui- 
cide attack in a fishing boat 
loaded with explosives. But 
the fishing boat exploded 
and the guerrilla was killed 
when the Israeli gunboat 
launched a pre-emptive 
missile strike. Mr. Bawwab 
said die sea blockade has 
affected 2,000 families in 
the Tyre region. 

The truce committee was 
drawn up under the April 
1996 truce' ^greenient thar' 

, puf aa^'ndl'lq ‘'frjrife’Ts" W. 
| day Grapes of Wrath .often-’ 
sive against the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Under the terms of the 
accord, combatants from 
both sides are prohibited 
from targeting civilians or 
launching attacks from 
civilian areas. 


4 PNA behind illegal 
Jerusalem building’ 


Egyptian census records decline in population rate, illiteracy 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
birth and illiteracy rates 
have declined and the 
movement of rural resi- 
dents to the cities has also 
fallen off. according to 
results of the 10-yearly cen- 
sus, made public Monday. 

“The census contains 
information that Egypt has 
begun over the past 10 
years to resolve several 
problems, with the lower- 
ing of the rates of illiteracy, 
the rural exodus and popu- 
lation growth." census offi- 
cial Ihab Elwi said. 

Mr. Elwi. president of the 
Central Authority for Gen- 
eral Mobilisation and Sta- 
tistics. said the census 
shows Egypt has a popula- 
tion of 61.452.382 com- 
pared to 50.504.238 in 


1986, and is now the 
world's 17th most populous 
country. 

The population growth 
rate has fallen to 2.1 per 
cent from 2.8 per cent in 
1986, thanks to the coun- 
try's family planning policy 
which went into effect at 
the beginning of the 1980s, 
he said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Saturday that 
he hoped the rate “contin- 
ues to fall" in order to 
improve living conditions 
in the crowded country. 

The average Egyptian 
family has 4.6 members 
compared with 4.9 mem- 
bers 10 years ago. 

Thirty-five per cent of the 
population is less than 15 
years old. In 19S6, those 


under 15 comprised 38.8 
per cent of the population. 

The illiteracy rate 
dropped to 38.6 per cent 
last year from 49.6 per cent 
in 1986. 

However, the number of 
Egyptians with university 
degrees represented only 

7.3 per cent of the popula- 
tion in 1996, still up from 

4.3 per cent in 1986. 

Workers made up 35.4 per 

cent of the population in 
1996 from 34.4 per cent 10 
years earlier. 

Mr. Elwi also noted “for 
the first time in contempo- 
rary history," a fall in the 
rural exodus, with cities 
home to 43 per cent of the 
population last year com- 
pared to 44 per cent in 
1986. 


In the capital Cairo, the 
population growth rate was 
1.6 per cent, the lowest in 
the country. 

Within die strict munici- 
pal boundaries of Cairo, the 
population was 6,789,479, 
the census said, although in 
greater Cairo the popula- 
tion is estimated at some 12 
milli on. 

The number of residents 
in impoverished quarters, 
regarded as fertile ground 
for fimdamentalism, grew 
over the 10 years, the report 
said, adding that there were 

68 such areas in Cairo and 

69 in the Mediterranean 
port city of Alexandria. 

Within the capital's city 
limits, one in four residents 
lives in a poor quarter, it 
said. 


The census also found a 
decline in the number of 
Egyptians living abroad. In 
1996, Z 180,000 were liv- 
ing outside Egypt, while 10 
years earlier, there were 
2,225,000 Egyptians resid- 
ing abroad. 

Mr. Elwi attributed the 
drop to the return of Egyp- 
tians from Iraq and Kuwait 
after Baghdad invaded its 
neighbour in August 1990. 

Money sent home by 
Egyptians working abroad 
is one of the country’s main 
sources of hard currency. 

The census, which is 
taken every 10 years, is the 
1 2th in contemporary 
Egyptian history. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — At the direction of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), Palestini- 
ans in Arab east Jerusalem 
have built more than 1,000 
homes or additions without 
permits in the last six 
months, an Israeli newspa- 
per said Monday. 

Mayor Ehud Olmert 
called the illegal building 
“a cancer that directly 
threatens Israel’s sover- 
eignty in Jerusalem," and 
said ircould not be ignored. 
1 ;|*It Ts thy mteritittn lolprS- 
pare for’ massive enforce- 
ment. including intensive 
carrying out of demolition 
orders,” he told the Haaretz 
daily. “I don’t plan on com- 
promising anymore on any- 
thing." 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are engaged in a fierce bat- 
tle over the future of east 
Jerusalem, seized by Israel 
in the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war and claimed by the 
Palestinians as a future cap- 
ital 

The status of the city is to 
be negotiated as part of 
talks on a permanent peace 
agreement. But the two 
sides, with their relations in 
a deep crisis, have accused 
each other of trying to cre- 
ate facts on the ground 
instead of negotiating. 

Haaretz said the PNA had 
told east Jerusalem’s 
1 80,000 Palestinian resi- 
dents not to apply for build- 
ing permits from the city, 
and that the Palestinian 
Housing Committee was 
funding some of the illegal 
construction. The handful 
of city inspectors assigned 
to east Jerusalem cannot 
handle the flood of illegal 
building, the newspaper 
said. 

Ziad Abu Ziad. a Pales- 
tinian legislator from 


Jerusalem, denied that con- 
struction in east Jerusalem 
was being carried out at the 
direction of the PNA. 

“This is a big lie," he told 
the Associated Press. 

Mr. Ziad said Israeli poli- 
cies have created a serious 
housing shortage in east 
Jerusalem, and many peo- 
ple are forced to build ille- 
gally because they cannot 
get permits from the city. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
civil rights activists have* 
accused Israel of discrimi- 
natory housing policies in 1 
Jerusalem in order to 
restrict the city's Arab pop- £ 
ulation. 

Amir Cheshin, a former 
adviser on Arab affairs to 
two Jerusalem mayors, has 
said that while Jewish resi- 
dents of Jerusalem can get 
building permits within 
weeks. Palestinians some- 
times wait three to five 
years for a permit — part of 
a deliberate effort to main- 
tain the city's 1967 demo- 
graphic balance of 72 per 
cent Jews and 2S per cent 
Arabs. 

Mr. Olmert, however, 
insisted there was no seri- 
ous housing shortage. 

“They want to build with- 
out licences, not because 
they can’t get licences, but 
because doing so symbolis- 
es their non-recognition of . 
us as the authority in rhe 1 ^ 
city," he told Israel Radio. 

David Bar Ilian, a top 
aide to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, has 
said that because of illegal 
construction, there is more 
Arab building than Jewish 
building per capita in east 
Jerusalem, and that the 
Arab population of the city 
has grown from 25 per cent 
in 1967 to 30 per cent now. 
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CHURCHES 


SL Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Ass<‘:nblies of God Church 


Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Chart* 

TeJ. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel S11295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart - 
ment of Mereomlogy 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly with moderate 
weather conditions prev ailing 
and winds northeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman 14/31 

Aqaba 21/36 

Deserts ........11/32 

Jordan Valley 19/35 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 28, Aqaba 33 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 30 per 
cent, Aqaba 29 percent 


Dr. Jihad Sanunoor 
Ferdows pharmacy 
AlAsema pharmacy ... 
AI Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Sfemeisaai pharmacy . 
Nairoukh pharmacy .. 
Najib pharmacy 


—765018 

-778336 

-637055 

..636730 

..644945 

..637660 

-623672 

-847632 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbateb Za waideh 736011 

De Hkhwm Kan ’an 790286 

Dr. KhaJdounA^onr _699440 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad -.985550 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...„.9S54 1 7 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...637 11 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency -199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police — 843402 

TVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 


Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints. 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls , 01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
— 815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport OS- 
53200 


jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani —607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital -....845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaD 664164/6 

Man, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

ALBashir 775111/26 

Anny,Marfca 891611/15 

Queen ACa Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery —.865199 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

-(02)247100 


departures 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Kbafidi Maternity— .644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. 642441/2 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital -(09)986732 
Al EGkma Modern Hospital 

—(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)2755 55 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- (02)272275 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08-05 — Sanaa (RJ) 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 -Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain |RJ) 

10:25 .Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:15. .Cairo (RJ) 

17,30 - London (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:30 -.Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12:15 Amsteniam, Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ)j$ 

13:10 Geneva. Paris (RJ) ’ 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:40 ... J Brussels. Madrid (RJ; 

I* 00 - -.-London (RJ) 

21:25 -.-Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:25 kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:05 London, Damascus (BA) 

13:00 — — Riyadh (SV) 

14:40 - -Munich (YP) 

18:05 Kiev (LU) 

19:15 ....Dubai. Damascus (HKi 

JJ :1 J -Cairo (MS) 

--Tel Aviv (LY) 

nf* .. Aden (IY) 

Lamaca (CY) 


Other Flights 

08:55 .Damascus, London (KJ) 

W* 30 - Riyadh (SV) 

13:30 - Munich (YP) 

I * 05 Kiev (LU) 

20:15 Dubai (EK> 

22:30 Cairo (MS) 

22:50 -.Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:50 -AdenOY) 

01:55 —Bucharest (RO) 

02:25 London (GA) 

O^ 30 - Amsterdam (KL) 

O* 10 ®* — Athens (OA & 

04:00 Rome (AZl [ 


Home News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, June 3, 1997 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday presents a shields to senior nurses and midwives 
who have served in the country’s health care system for more than 25 years (Petra 
photo) 

Queen honours senior nurses, midwives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nurses 
and midwives who have 
served for more than 25 
years were honoured Mon- 
day by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, a Royal Court state- 
. _ment said. 

' Queen Noor, who distrib- 
uted gifts and shields 
among the health profes- 
sionals, emphasised the 
importance of increasing 
the number of nursing and 
midwives cadres. 

She noted that with 4,905 
nurses and 904 midwives 
registered at the Nursing 
and Midwifery Councif, 
there are approximately 
only 15 nurses and rwo 
midwives for every 10,000 
individuals in Jordan com- 
pared to the international 
standard of 1,000 nurses 
per 10.000 individuals. 

Head of the Nursing and 
Midwifery Union Hashim 
Salameh expressed his 
hope that ‘The opening of 
tlje , ■ Nursing College in 
Karakul! .hejpjJxpand t^ 
number - of nurses in the! 
hospitals of the southed 
govemorates.” 

Minister of Health Ashraf 
Kurdi said that the ministry 
has “hastened to establish 
colleges, institutes and 
schools for nursing 
throughout the Kingdom,” 
adding that nursing has 


“roots in our Islamic histo- 
ry” beginning with Rafida 
A! Islamiyah, who used to 
accompany the Prophet 
Mohammad, and Naseebah 
AJ Mazeniyah. one of the 
profession's earliest pio- 
neers. 

Members of the Jordan 
Nursing and Midwifery 
Council, which was estab- 
lished in 1972 and is a 


member of die International 
Council for Nursing 
include graduates with aca- 
demic qualifications in four 
years of nursing and three 
years of midwifery. 

Queen Noor was accom- 
panied to the event by 
Jamie Majali, wife of Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali. 


Special fund-raisers 
review mission with Queen 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday 
i met with the two British pilots, Mr. Alex Zomaya and Dr. 
Nigel Capps, and the members of the Angl o-Jordani an 
Society, who have teamed up to raise funds for cancer 
patients at Al Amal Centre. Queen Noor, who is the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees of Al Amal Centre, expressed her 
pride at the pilot’s initiative in flying a single engine air- 
craft from England to Jordan is 5 days, which has enabled 
the Society to raise 14,000 pounds for cancer treatment in 
Jordan. Other plans of the Anglo-Jordanian Society 
include a fund-raising mountain bike tour through Jordan 
for the fight against cancer. 

j TJie^ Anglo-Jordanian' Society, was. .established n to 
’“encourage friendship ■ and ! fellowship in all"’ spheres 
between Jordanians and British nationals, especially in 
human relationships, education, culture and business.” J 
The Society’s activities include arranging exchange visits 
among students and professionals, providing overseas 
educational programmes, and collecting, publishing and 
distributing technical and educational information. 

President of the General Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) Dr. Abdullah Khatib attended the meeting with 
the Queen. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* “Stroszek” (with subtitles in English) at Goethe-Institut, Jabal Amman at 6:30 
p.m. 


CONCERT 

^Musical performance by Mark Weiger on the oboe and Robert Conway on the 
piano at Darat Al Fimun, Jabal Weibdeh at 8:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 


^Exhibition of Bahraini products entitled “Made in Bahrain” at Philadelphia 
Hotel, until June 6. 

* Works by Guy Ferrer at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh. until June 

* Works by Issam Tantawi at Al Husson Gallery, Irbid (Tel. 02/242680), until 
June 10. 

* Spring Exhibition of Plastic An ‘97 at Greater Amman Municipality, Ras Al 
‘Ain, until June 30. 

* One-of-a-Kind artists' book exhibit at the American Centre, Abdonn, until 
June 25. 

* Exhibition of works by Farouq Lambaz at Darat Al Funum, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until June 19. Also displaying works by Paris-based Moroccan artist Najia 
Mahadji. until June 12, as well as showing an exhibition by architectural pho- 
tographer Said Nuseibah entitled “The Farthest Mosque" and by contemporary 
Arab artists. 


3 soldiers testify that Dakamseh 
threatened to shoot them 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three Jor- 
danian soldiers Monday 
testified against their col- 
league Ahmad Dakamseh, 
who is accused of killing 
seven Israeli schoolgirls on 
March 13 of this year. 

Corp. Dakamseh, who 
pleaded not guilty last 
week, is charged by the 
military prosecution with 
premeditated murder, 
attempted murder, menac- 
ing use of a firearm and 
military mutiny. 

The three witnesses sub- 
poenaed by the prosecution 
told the court that Corp. 
Dakamseh had threatened 
to shoot them if they 
approached him. 

“We were installing a 
water tank when we heard 
the shooting, and when we 
went to see what was hap- 
pening, we saw Corp. 
Dakamseh shooting at the 
Israeli girls,” Private 
Ibrahim Shawahin said. 

The 32-year-old witness 
added: “Corp. Dakamseh 
pointed his M16 rifle 
towards us and threatened 
to shoot us if we came near 
him, then he called us cow- 
ards.” Private Shaw ahin 


told the court. 

Bilal Hassan Mohammad, 
20, who echoed his col- 
lege's testimony, added 
that Coip. Dakamseh 's rifle 
jammed and the soldiers 
managed to overpower him. 

Private Mohammad said 
in response to a question 
posed by the court: “I saw' 
the Israeli girls all wearing 
pants and trousers running, 
screaming and some were 
holding their hands up.” 

The third witness, howev- 
er, Private Miqdad Ahmad 
Ali. 20, appeared tense and 
at one point failed lo 
answer the defence's ques- 
tions. 

However, Private Ali. 
who responded similarly to 
his colleagues in regard to 
some of the court's ques- 
tions. contradicted some of 
their testimony concerning 
the appearance of the Israeli 
schoolgirls. 

“The girls were almost 
naked, and wore tempting 
clothes (shorts and shirts).” 
he said. 

His testimony also contra- 
dicted what Privates 
Mohammad and Shawahin 
had earlier said about Mr. 
Dakamseh not performing 
his prayers. 

“I know that Ahmad 


(Dakamseh) prays, and I 
saw him performing his 
prayers in the division on 
the day of the incident ” he 
said. 

The three witnesses all 
confirmed that the Baqoura 
area was frequently visited 
by Israeli tourists, and that 
there were Israeli fanners in 
the 500-metre area between 
the Jordan! an-Israeli bor- 
der. 

The prosecution had 
charged that Corp. Dakam- 
seh had confessed to plan- 
ning to murder Israelis 
more than once. 

The charge sheet also 
alleged that die soldier was 
sexually aroused by the 
sight of the schoolgirls. 

Corp. Dakamseh. who 
was cheered by his family 
members as soon as he 
entered the court, was 
threatened several times by 
Presiding Judge Brigadier 
General Ma’moun Kha- 
sawneh with expulsion 
from the court room for dis- 
rupting the session. 

The Dakamseh tribe, 
stood up clapping and ulu- 
lating. as soon as Corp. 
Dakamseh stepped into the 
heavily guarded Fourth 
Mechanised Division audi- 
torium in Naour. 


During the five-hour 
court session, the defence 
team, headed by Attorney 
Hussein Mjali. who is the 
President of the Jordan Bar 
Association (JBA). contest- 
ed the court's jurisdiction 
and the investigation proce- 
dures conducted by a mili- 
tary comminee. 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Muhanad Hijazi protested 
the defence's arguments 
alleging that “the defence 
team is desperately try ing 
to politicise this case." 

Attorney .Ahmad Naj- 
daivj. one of several attor- 
neys defending Corp. 
Dakamseh. called on the 
court to postpone the case 
to a later date to allow the 
defence commi nee more 
time to present written 
arguments justifying their 
arguments, a request which 
was immediately turned 
down by the presiding 
judge. 

“The court will proceed 
as normal, but to ensure 
justice, the tribunal will 
allow you to present written 
arguments in the next court 
session,” Judge KJusawneh 
told the nine-defence team 
members. 

Two people were expelled 
from Monday's court ses- 


sion, and a third was 
ordered detained by the 
presiding judge for inter- 
rupting the court. 

Corp. Dakamseh ‘s moth- 
er. Kumleh Hassan and her 
daughter Rabah, 25, both 
were expelled after cursing 
Private Shawahin during 
the session. 

The defendant's cousin 
Ayed Smeiran. 25, was also 
ordered detained by the 
judge after he stood up in 
court and told the first wit- 
ness Private Shawahin "you 
have no honour." when he 
later quoted Mr. Dakamseh 
as telling him after the 
shooting incident “look at 
the while flesh." 

Corp. Dakamseh had told 
an investigation committee 
in March that he shot the 
schoolgirls because they 
provoked him by their loud 
laughter at seeing him pray- 
ing." 

The court adjourned until 
Wednesday when it will 
hear more prosecution w it- 
nesses. 

If convicted. Corp. 
Dakamseh could receive 
the death penalty. 


Majali criticises Israeli settlement policy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 

Majali Monday criticised 
Israel settlements policy 
saying that “peace cannot 
be achieved through the 
construction of settlements 
but rather through a com- 
prehensive solution to the 
entire Middle East prob- 
lem.” 

Addressing'- 1 an Arab- 
Israelideregatiori represent- 
ing the Regional Council in 
Israel led by Dani Attar, Dr. 
Majali called on the Israeli 
people to exert pressure 
towards the peace objec- 
tive. 

In reply, Mr. Attar said 
that the Israeli people 
deeply respect and appreci- 
ate His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s efforts for peace and 
his h umanitari an stands. 

He said that such meet- 
ings help to give momen- 
tum to the peace process 
adding “we agree with the 
Jordanian views and sup- 


port King Hussein’s efforts 
for the establishment of a 
just and comprehensive 
peace in the region.” 

Also Monday, Dr. Majali 
visited the Jordanian 
Investments Corporation 
(JIC) where he attended a 
Pl annin g Committee meet- 
ing along with Minister of 
: Finance Suleiman Hafez, 
j Tbdcprppraftop^ ^ctiyjties. 
; and plans, -presented by JIC 
Directory rJi. Mohammad- 
Bataineh, were reviewed. 

Dr. Majali underlined the 
importance of the corpora- 
tion’s efforts and stressed 
that investment projects are 
needed outside the Greater 
Amman area. 

The Prime Minister urged 
the corporation to direct 
special attention towards 
mining projects which he 
said can be carried out by 
the private sector in con- 
junction with the Natural 
Resources Authority. 



Prime ’Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday meets with a visiting delegation of 
Arab-Israelis (Petra photo) 


NMC works on ‘music use’ curriculum for children, adults 


By Marci von Savoye 
Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Any student 
can describe the wretched 
feeling of labouring over a 
textbook for hours just to 
sit down to take the test 
and forget everything. It is 
a common anxiety, but 
one masters student from 
Utah is brin ging Jordanian 
students an antidote — 
music. 

The National Music 
Conservatory (NMC) has 
provided students oppor- 
tunities to develop their 
musical talents since it 
was established by the 
Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion in 1985. 

The NMC is now work- 
ing on a landmark curricu- 
lum for Jordan which will 


teach both children and 
adults not how to play 
music, but how to use 
music. 

Anna Dixon, a music 
therapy masters student at 
Brigham Young Universi- 
ty in Utah will be teaching 
three classes from the 
middle of June through 
July. 

“Music has been used 
therapeutically through- 
out history. 

Only recently are we 
able to show and docu- 
ment the effects of music 
on the mind and body,” 
Ms. Dixon said. 

Ms. Dixon researched 
music therapy for two 
years in the United States 
with children who had 
attention deficit disorders. 

She monitored their 


brain wave patterns while 
listening to a background 
music stimulus. 

“The children that I was 
working with showed an 
increase in memory,'’ Ms. 
Dixon said. 

“No one really knows 
why it happens in the 
brain. I think is has some- 
thing to do with the fact 
that music is very rhyth- 
mic. It is amazing that 
music can enhance those 
activity levels.” 

Ms. Dixon designed the 
first course for educators 
and musicians. She said 
she will focus on music 
therapy techniques for 
educators to incorporate 
into their classrooms. 

“Some of the techniques 
are stress management.” 
Ms. DLxon said. 


“They're techniques for 
children going in and tak- 
ing tests. It's kind of a 
self-regulation, medita- 
tion. They can decrease 
their heart rate, become 
very relaxed and it helps 
them to recall informa- 
tion.” 

The two other classes 
are directed for the chil- 
dren. Ms. DLxon will 
apply the methods she 
teaches the educators on 
the children. 

The course, she said, 
w'ill begin with the basics 
of music and then she will 
move to pneumonics, or 
rhythms and symbols 
which instigate memory 
recall. 

Ms. Dixon said she 
intends to increase the 
children’s “spatial reason- 


ing.” which she said is 
"almost like logic." She 
explained spatial reason- 
ing was the ability to see a 
two-dimensional object 
on paper and then con- 
struct a three-dimensional 
image in your head. 

A good sense of spatial 
reasoning, she said, is 
important to succeed on 
most tests. 

She said the course is 
also aimed at increasing 
children’s IQ and improv- 
ing their memory. 

Am mar Jaber. the press 
officer at the conservatory 
said, “this is the first time 
we’ve had a course in 
music therapy. I told Anna 
it’s very interesting, 
because the idea itself is 
new not only to Jordan, 
but to the region as well." 


Prime minister says government would heed decision of legislature, judiciary on temporary laws 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul 
S alam Majali has said that the government is 
prepared to comply with any decision by the 
legislati ve or the judicial branches concerning 
temporary laws, in particular the recently 
introduced amendments to the Press and Pub- 
lications Law of 1993. 

In an interview with Al Dustour Arabic daily, 
published Monday, Dr. Majali said “we are a 
free democratic state governed by the execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial authorities. If 
either the le gis lative or judicial branches 
decides to repeal the amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law, we will duly respect the 
decision.” 

Journalists, professional associations, civic 
groups and opposition figures have been out- 
'waged over the introduction of amendments to 
r the. Press and Publications Law which they 
said aim at restricting press freedoms during 


the upcoming parliamentary elections. 

Replying to a question about calls for 
appointing observers to monitor the fall elec- 
tions, Dr. Majali said Jordan refuses such an 
idea- He said “observers are sent to monitor 
elections in countries facing particular circum- 
stances. but thank God we are an independent 
country enjoying democratic life and political 
pluralism. In the case of the legislative coun- 
cil elections in the Palestinian National 
Authority, observers monitored the voting 
process because of the existence of [Israeli] 
occupation, elections were being held for the 
first time, and the observers were present at the 
PNA’s request in order to guarantee non-inter- 
ference by any other patty.” 

Turning to the economic climate, the premier 
was asked if he expected investments from 
Arab countries in Jordan. 

Dr. Majali replied that Jordan has taken steps 


to attract investments by enacting relevant 
laws, and conducting surveys of economic, 
trade and tourism potentials. 

“We are quite confident that the investment 
climate will attract Arab investors,” he 
stressed. 

On the peace process, Dr. Majali said that he 
was optimistic about the future. “Peace is pre- 
vailing in the region, this is the natural situa- 
tion, and we expect to reap the dividends of 
peace whose gains benefit all sides.” 
Commenting on Israel’s amassing of nuclear 
arsenals to “protect itself from Iran,” Dr. 
Majali said, “I do not see any justification for 
any party to mass nuclear or chemical weapons 
at a time when the world bade farewell to ware 
and we believe reason and logic should prevail 
and should be the language among nations ” 
Asked about reports that Jordan and Israel 
were maintaining an early warning alarm sys- 


tem for both their air forces, he said, “Jordan is 
ah independent state and submits to no tute- 
lage from any country’ or power and such 
alarm system does not exist.” 

On Jordan's relations with Iraq, the prime min- 
ister said there was no change in Jordan's posi- 
tion. “Jordan supports the Iraqi people and is 
in favour of lifting the sanctions. The Iraqis 
are Arab people and we feel they should not 
be subjected to continued sufferings which 
mainly affect women and children. We are in 
agreement with many Gulf countries which 
support the Iraqi people and back demands for 
ending the sanctions.” 

Referring to the presence of Iraqi opposition 
groups in Jordan, he said Jordan, like other 
countries including the United Kingdom, hosts 
opposition groups from various Arab coun- 
tries. 

He referred to the presence of Hamas move- 


ment members in Jordan saying that Musa Abu 
Marzouk. a Hamas leader, was given permis- 
sion to reside in Jordan with his family for 
humanitarian reasons but Jordan does not tol- 
erate any activity on the part of Hamas that 
would harm the country’s national interests or 
violate its laws. 

With reference to Jordanian-Syrian relations 
the prime minister said, “there is no conflict 
be ween the Jordanian and Syrian roles as each 
complements the other. The road between 
Amman and Damascus is not covered by 
frozen ice. The leaderships in Damascus and 
Amman are in constant contact.” 

And about relations with Kuwait. Dr. Majali 
said that "the time has come for brotherly rela- 
tions to resume between Jordan and Kuwait 
adding that the Kingdom's ties with all other 
Gulf states have returned to normal.” 
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PARIS (R) — France’s 
Socialist Party, swept to 
power after a parliamentary 
election, pledged Monday 
to make its views heard on 
Europe and said all stood to 
gain if a single currency no 
longer meant austerity. 

Party spokesman Francois 
Hollande said be believed 
the left and centre-right 
agreed on what France was 
seeking out of economic 
and monetary union. 

“I believe thar President 
< Jacques Chirac) is commit- 
ted. like all French people, 
to have the best possible 
negotiation for France and 
for Europe at the time of the 
switch to the single curren- 
cy." he said in a radio inter- 
view. 

“We all stand to gain if 
Italy and Spain are in mone- 
tary union, if there is a polit- 
ical government alongside 
the European Central Bank, 
if Europe no longer means 
austerity." he said. 


The Socialist Party has 
said it is committed to mon- 
etary union, but with condi- 
tions, including a flexible 
interpretation of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

Mr. Hollande said there 
was no contradiction bet- 
ween Socialist Party cam- 
paign pledges — which inc- 
lude a halt to privatisations, 
□o more tax increases and 
no more austerity — and its 
commitment to monetary 


union. 

“You can have the single 
currency without policies 
restricting public spending, 
without privatisations, with- 
out raising taxes.” he added. 

The Socialists would, 
however, make budget sav- 
ings if necessary, after an 
audit of public finances due 
to be carried out in the next 
two weeks. 

“We will make savings 
everywhere where it is nec- 
essary and if we have any 
effort to make, we will not 


ask for it from French peo- 
ple with most modest 
means ” he said. 

He reiterated that the 
Socialists were most wor- 
ried about any overshooting 
in France’s welfare ac- 
counts, which are run sepa- 
rately from the central gov- 
ernment budget 

The outgoing government 
aiming to reduce the total 
state deficit to 3.0 per cent 
of gross domestic product, 
had insisted that France was 
on course to meet its deficit 
targets this year. 

Earlier France’s Com- 
munists, who hold the bal- 
ance of power in the new 
parliament, said they would 
disclose Monday a list of 
demands, including relax- 
ing Maastricht criteria, 
made to their Socialist allies 
in order to take part in a 
government following the 
left’s election victory. 

Pierre Zarka, a member of 
the Communist Party lead- 


ership, said the conditions, 
drawn from a joint pre-elec- 
tion declaration, also inc- 
luded wage rises and cuts in 
working hours. 

“We have made precise 
questions and we expect 
answers,” Mr. Zarka told 
France Inter Radio. 

The Communists wanted 
“to relax the Maastricht grip 
so that we no longer suffer 
external constraints and free 
ourselves from criteria that 
are absolutely tragic for the 
population and the econo- 
my," he said. 

Socialist leader Lionel 
Jospin, expected to be 
named prime minister lata: 
Monday, said during the 
campaign his party’s line on 
Europe would prevail in any 
Socialist-led government. 

The Communist Party had 
called for a new referendum 
on a single currency. 
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Hong Kong democrats to 
test China on handover 


China warns against new guidelines Colombia 


on U.S.- Japan defence relations 


TOKYO (AFP) — Chinese 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Shen Guofang 
used his visit here Monday 
to warn against moves by 
Japan and the United States 
to step up their defence 
cooperation in the region. 

Mr. Shen, who arrived 
here Sunday on a nine-day 
visit at the invitation of the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry, 
said that the scope of the 
Japan-U.S. security treaty 
should be limited to matters 
directly concerning the two 
countries. 

“If the treaty is applied 
beyond that,” he said, “it 
would make other Asian 


nations anxious^” •! «:.. ■ ■ ... 

Tokyo andr«- Washington- 
are -reviewing 1978 guide- 
lines on their-defence coop- 
eration, particularly in deal- 
ing with emergencies “in 
the areas surrounding Ja- 


pan" which will have an 
“important influence" on its 
security. 

Japan's role in such 
expanded cooperation shall 
be limited to rear logistical 
support as Japan’s post- 
Worid War II constitution 
bans the use of force in set- 
tling international disputes. 

An interim report on die 
review was scheduled to be 
announced this weekend 
and a final report in Sept- 
ember. 

Mr. Shen also hoped for a 
peaceful settlement to a ter- 
rritorial dispute over a chain 
of islets claimed by Japan, 
C hina and Taiwan. 

Japan’s.- .coastguard 
thrwarted an attempt- last 
month by boatloads of pro- 
testers from Hong Kong and 
Taiwan to reach the islands, 
known as the Senkakus to 
Japanese and the Diaoyus to 


Chinese. 

Mr. Shen said he thinks 
die two countries could re- 
solve the issue “at an appro- 
priate time through dia- 
logue.” 

Mr. Shen was one of for- 
eign “opinion leaders” in- 
vited by the ministry to visit 
Japan to promote understan- 
ding of Japanese policies. 

During his five-day stay 
in Tokyo, Mr. Shen will 
exchange views with senior 
ministry officials and repre- 
sentatives of the Japanese 
media. 

He will also visit the 
southern Japan island chain 
,‘^of Q^qavya,' near the' d£s-‘ 
' puted islands, and the west- 
ern city of Kobe, which has 
been rebuilt after being dev- 
astated by a killer earth- 
quake in 1995. 


rebels warn 
of obstacles 


to troop 
handover 


Emperor Hirohito ‘responsible’ 


for entry into World War II 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s late Emperor 
Hirohito was found “responsible” by a top 
aide for the country’s entry into World War 
D and advised to abdicate once a peace 
treaty was signed, according to state docu- 
ments declassified Monday. “Under the 
Japanese constitution, he was the comman- 
der-in-chief. He bore the final responsibili- 
ty for the war," Koichi Kido, Japan’s last 
lord keeper of privy seal, said in tape- 
recorded interviews in 1967. 

The 16-hour voice recording, coupled 
with a 355-page shorthand note, had been 
preserved at the National Diet (parliament) 
Library for release after 30 years. 

But Mr. Kido denied in the interviews the 
emperor had the final say in leading Japan's 
militarist government to wage war against 
the United States in December 1941. 

"Conceivably (the emperor) should have 
forbidden them to go to war, saying l I don't 
like war.’ But there would have been unpre- 
dictable repercussions,” he said. 

“It could have caused an explosion among 
those who had more (weapons) than they 
could manage.” 

Emperor Hirohito's responsibility for 
Japan entering the war has been an unset- 
tled question even after the U.S.-lead allied 
powers decided against putting him on trial 
for a war crime or forcing him to abdicate. 

Emperor Hirohito was redefined as the 
"symbol of the state" with no political 
power by Japan’s 1946 post-war constitu- 
tion which renounces war and bars Japan 
from using force in settling international 


disputes. He died in 1989 at the age of 82. 

In the interviews with several men of let- 
ters, Mr. Kido remembered advising 
Emperor Hirohito not to resign before the 
signing of a peace treaty when the emperor 
told him he would like to take all responsi- 
bility for the war. 

“I told the emperor chat his majesty had an 
important duty to rebuild Japan,” Mr. Kido 
said. Japan signed the San Francisco Peace 
Treaty in September 1951 with the 48 
Allied Forces. 

The post of lord keeper was established in 
1 885 as a separate a dminis trative office not 
of cabinet rank. 

Mr. Kido held the post from 1940, choos- 
ing prime ministers for the emperor, who 
was considered “sacred and inviolable” and 
held sovereignty until Japan was defeated 
in 1945. 

The National Library recorded testi- 
monies from 10 people who played impor- 
tant military and political roles in Japan's 
modern history. The recordings were made 
between 1961 and 1987 on condition that 
they would not be made public for 30 years. 

Mr. Kido was sentenced by the interna- 
tional military tribunal to life imprisonment 
as a class-a criminal, but he was released in 
1955. 

Mr. Kido’s newly revealed remarks sup- 
plement his earlier disclosed diary covering 
January 1930 to December 1945, as an 
important historical source for the last days 
of World War n. experts said. 

He died in 1977 at the age of 87. 


Australian scientist fails to silence 

creationist over Noah’s Ark 


SYDNEY (R) — An 

Australian scientist Monday 
failed in a legal bid to si- 
lence a creationist over 
claims about Noah's Ark in 
a battle over rival theories 
of human origins. 

Geology Professor Ian 
Plimer failed to convince a 
judge that creationist and 
church elder Allen Roberts 
had breached fair trade laws 
by making false claims dur- 
ing a lecture tour in 1992. 

Federal Court Judge 
Ronald Sackville dismissed 
the case after ruling the leg- 
islation did not apply 
because Mr. Roberts was 
not involved in a commer- 
cial venture aimed at profit 

But despite ruling in Mr. 


Roberts' favour, the judge 
found the creationist did 
make false representations 
in describing his explo- 
rations of what some 
believe is the resting place 
of Noah's Aik at a site near 
Mount Ararat in Turkey. 

The case, which began on 
April 7, had at its centre two 
opposing theories over the 
earth's and man origins. 

Creationists believe the 
world was created over seven 
days, 6,000 to 10,000 years 
ago, a view generally dis- 
missed by science which al- 
most universally accepts 
Darwin's theory of evolution. 

Much of the debate has 
centred around the exis- 
tence, or not, of Noah’s Ark. 


Mr. Roberts, a church 
elder, described the out- 
come as a victory for free 
speech. 

“The judgment that was 
handed down has in fact 
preserved the free speech of 
anyone who has something 
to say publicly,” he told 
reporters outside the court 

“I trust in future they will 
not be harassed and pursued 
in courts by someone who 
disagrees with them on ide- 
ological grounds,” he said. 

In a separate claim, Mr. 
Roberts was found to have 
breached copyright by 
claiming the written work 
of American marine salvage 
expert David Fasold on the 
site in Turkey as his own. 


BOGOTA (R) — Leftist 
rebels warned in a commu- 
nique Sunday that under- 
cover military operations 
in the southern jungles of 
Colombia could hamper 
the release of 60 soldiers 
they have been holding 
prisoner for the last nine 
months. 

The three-point statement 
issued by Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia 
i ‘ (FARC) gu cm lias said ...aQ' . 
. government troops bad. 
been pulled out of alj},000 
kilometres zone of Caqueta 
province as agreed but said 
some bad returned posing 
as street vendors. 

President Ernesto Sam- 
per ordered all army units 
out of the area for 32 days 
— a process that began 10 
days ago — to allow the 
FARC to hand over 60 sol- 
diers seized in neighbour- 
ing Putumayo province on 
Aug. 30. 

The demilitarisation of 
the zone has been accom- 
plished. Our units have 
verified that,” FARC com- 
manders said in a commu- 
nique issued to reporters in 
Caqueta. 

“But some of the soldiers 
that left the zone have 
returned to (the town of) 
Cartagena Del Chaira 
dressed as civilians and po- 
sing as street vendors. If 
the armed forces do not ful- 
fil Mr. Samper’s orders to 
the letter they will be res- 
ponsible for any delays in 
the handover of the prison- 
ers,” the communique 
added. 

Gen. Agustin Ardila. 
commander of the army’s 
fourth division who is 
overseeing the troop pull- 
out, was unavailable for 
comment on the FARC 
claims that undercover 
troops had filtered back 
into the area. 

The attack on the Las 
Delicias base, in which the 
60 soldiers were captured 
and at least 27 other killed, 
marked the start of one of 
the bloodiest rebel offen- 
sives in three decades of 
guerrilla war and the begin- 
ning of Latin America’s 
longest-running hostage 
crisis — largely overshad- 
owed by the recent rebel 
siege of the Japanese em- 
bassy residence in Lima. 

Under the terms of die 
demilitarisation deal the 
army was allowed five 
days to retreat and the 
FARC was given a further 
five days to check the with- 
drawal was complete. 

FARC negotiators are 
due to meet with govern- 
ment representatives and 
international observers 
Monday and Tuesday to 
finalise details for the 
release of the soldiers, to- 
gether with another 10 
Marines captured in fight- 
ing in northwest Choco 
province in January. 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong’s 
Democracy Movement said Monday it 
would stage a protest march on July 1, 
hours after China recovers sovereignty 
from Britain, to test Beijing’s pledge that 
free expression will survive the handover. 

At the same time, Hong Kong's chief civil 
servant, Anson Chan, who is to stay in her 
job after the flag is changed, vowed to work 
for civil liberties and human rights and 
declared “you cannot put the clock back” 
on democratic values. 

“We are going to hold a march for democ- 
racy on July 1 so we can express that aspi- 
ration for a more democratic China just 
after the handover when we are under 
Chinese sovereignty,” said Lee Cheuk-Yan, 
a leader of the pro-democracy Hong Kong 
Alliance. 

Mr. Lee said he would notify police and 
discuss the marching routes. “As we have 
always done, we will cooperate and try to 
make sure it can be an orderly event,” be 
told Hong Kong Radio. 

“If the authorities are sincere about letting 
people continue with, their activities after 
JuIftAr then,- they should allow Ithis ‘sort' Of 
thing, to goon .. ■ : . " '*.'V 


Mr. Lee. also said the movetpent would 
stage what it hoped would be Hong Kong’s 


biggest rally this Wednesday to commemo- 
rate those killed in Beijing’s June 4, 1989, 
Tiananmen Square crackdown. 

“We hope this year there will be more 
people coining out to show their support. It 
will be a very powerful message to the 
future government, that the people of Hong 
Kong do support these kind of activities.” 
The protest rally has drawn tens of thou- 
sands of people to the streets every year 
since one million Hong Kong residents 
protested against die Beijing crackdown 
eight years ago. 

These protests irk Beijing's Communist 
chiefs as they gear up to take back the 156- 
year-old British colony on July 1. 

China has promised it considerable auton- 
omy and the survival of its social and eco- 
nomic system and basic freedoms. 

More than 3,500 protesters marched to 
China’s mission in Hong Kong Sunday call- 
ing for a vindication of the 1989 
Democracy Movement and the release of 
all political prisoners. 

Ms. Chan, who is staying to serve future 
Hong Kong leader Tung Chee-Hwa, made 
clear she too believed in basic freedoms. 

“I will continue to speak out,” Ms. Chan 
told Newsweek international in an inter- 
view published in New York Sunday. 

Ms. Chan said she supported “Asian val- 
ues” such as order and obedience, but that 
these would not be enough to run Hong 
Kong. 

“We’ve been used to freedoms and human 
rights, and we value these things, too.” Ms. 
Chan said. 

“We cannot pretend that Hong Kong is 
like China. Hong Kong is not like any other 
province in China. We've progressed at a 
very different pace. Yon cannot put the 
clock back.” 

Ms. Chan said she believed Hong Kong 


AIDS 


vaccine 
shows 
promise 
in chimps 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Chimpanzees inoculated 
with an experimental AIDS 
vaccine have successfully 
fought off repeated expo- 
sures to the AIDS virus up 
to a year after they were 
vaccinated, an American 
research team has reported, 
according to Monday’s 
Washington PoSt- 

The novel vaccine, which 
consists of a series of nasal 
sprays followed weeks 
later by a booster shot in 
the arm. is the latest addi- 
tion to a small but growing 
arsenal of experimental 
AIDS vaccines showing 
early signs of promise after 
many years of mostly dis- 
appointing results, the 
paper reported. 

Scientists have cautioned 
that other vaccines have 
looked similarly effective 


was not yet ready for “a full-fledged. 
Western-style democracy,” and that the best 
way to move forward was by following the 
basic law, the constitution China estab- 
lished for the territory after July 1 . 

Mr. Tung has prepared a raft of measures 
for the sovereignty change, making protest 
rights hinge on whether “national security” 
is threatened and banning foreign donations 
to political groups. The laws are to be 
passed by a new legislature promoted by 
Beijing to replace the elected Legislative 
Council. 

Maria Tara, a key figure in the post-han- 
dover leadership, Monday denied the 
changes in civil liberties were designed to 
prevent future Tiananmen commemorative 
rallies. 

“There is no law whatsoever preventing 
anybody having memorial activities vis -a- j 
vis June 4,” she said. Ms. Tam said the law 
did not “actually pinpoint any particular i 
group or subject matter.” 

“As long as your activities do not.affect 
public safety, public order and national 
security, it’s no problem whatsoeverAshe 
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" ^^iJ^wKflbT' ft7 Royal' .Navy 1 warsqq), 
bristling with weaponry, took up position 
on the Hong Kong waterfront Monday t<5 
serve as a floating nerve centre for Britain’s 
end-of-empire retreat in just 29 days time. 

Dodging flimsy sampans and commuter 
ferries chugging about the famously crowd- 
ed harbour; the multi-role frigate HMS 
Chatham berthed beneath glassy skyscrap- 
ers alongside the Prince of Wales Barracks 
in the heart of the metropolis. 

There it will tick away the hours, assum- 
ing the role of command centre for the 
British military withdrawal, until China 
takes back Hong Kong at the stroke of mid- 
night on June 30. 

After the historic handover, the Chatham 
will escort the departing royal yacht 
Britannia, with Prince Charles and colonial 
Governor Chris Patten on board, out of 
Hong Kong. 

Braving one of the hottest and steamiest 
days so far this summer. Captain Chris- 
topher Clayton said he and his crew looked 
forward to performing an historic task with 
pride. 

“There is no sense of withdrawal,” Capt. 
Clayton said. 

“This is very much one professional 
aimed forces handing over the protection 
and sovereignty of Hong Kong to another, 
the People's Liberation Army (PLA). So I 
look on it as a classic military evolution and 
one which we hope to do with some style, 
orderly and professionally.” 

The arrival of the type 22 frigate coincid- 
ed with a 21-gun salute by the Navy’s HMS 
Plover patrol ship on the anniversary of 
Queen Elizabeth's coronation, which the 
Chatham honoured by “dressing overall” in 
a busy selection of flags and signals. 

With just 29 days to go, the frigate’s 
arrival was the latest piece in the jigsaw 
puzzJe of preparations for Britain's with- 
drawal from the pearl of its colonial posses- 
sions. 


in chimpanzees only to fail 
in human clinical trials. 

But researchers said they 
were encouraged by the £ 
strength of the immune 
response triggered by this 
vaccine, and especially 
impressed with its ability to 
confer protection so long 
after vaccination, the Post 
said. 

Study leader Matjorie 
Robert-Guroff of the 
National Cancer Institute 
reported in the June issue 
of Nature Medicine, re- 
leased Sunday, that unvac- 
cinated chimps became 
infected with the deadly 
virus within a month, but 
vaccinated chimps re- 
mained healthy and appar- 
ently uninfected until the 
study ended, almost a year 
later. 

The new vaccine was 
made from an adenovirus ‘ n 
— a kind of virus that can 
cause colds in people — 
that was genetically engi- 
neered to contain an extra 
gene called GP160. nor- 
mally found only in HIV, 
the paper said. The chimps’ 
immune systems respond- 
ed to the HIV proteins by 
making anybodies and 
white blood cells pro- 
grammed to attack HIV. 

The company that helped 
develop the vaccine — 
Wyeth-Ayerst Research of 
Radnor, Penn. — has, how- 
ever, been questioning the 
cost-effectiveness of usher- 
ing its vaccine through the 
expensive and time-con- 
suming labyrinth of clini- 
cal trials and regulatory 
approval, the Post said. 

Given the results and 
President Bill Clinton’s 
challenge last month to 
find an AIDS vaccine with- 
in 10 years, there was hope ^ 
the company would recon- ” 
sider financing the neces- 
sary work that could lead to 
early safety tests in h uman 
volunteers. 

‘There is no doubt that a 
good per cent of the phar- 
maceutical industry ... have 
become in recent years less 
interested in financing de- 
velopments of an AIDS 
vaccine," the paper quoted 
Robert C. Gallo of the Ins- 
titute of Human Virology 
in Baltimore. “It’s possible 
... that these and other 
recent promising findings 
will renew their interest.” 


Rome revokes nomination of new Albania envoy 

TTDANA U... I .1 c. i J 


TIRANA (R) — The Italian 
government revoked the 
nomination of a new ambas- 
sador to Albania Sunday, 
casting confusion on its 
leading role in European 
efforts to check its turbulent 
eastern neighbour’s slide 
into anarchy. 

The announcement was 
made in Rome just before 
Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi, who has sent Italian 
troops to head of a multina- 
tional force in Albania, flew 
in for talks with President 
Sali Berisha and Prime Mi- 
nister Bashkim Frao about 
the elections promised for 
June 29. 

Mr. Fino, opposition 
leader until an anti-Berisha 
revolt plunged the formerly 
Stalinist nation into turmoil 
and forced the formation of 
an all-paxty government, 
met Mr. Prodi at the airport 


but both refused to answer 
reporters’ questions. 

Also on hand was Italian 
ambassador Paolo Foresti, 
who is due to be replaced 
and has been accused by the 
Albanian opposition news- 
paper Indipendent of pro- 
Berisha bias. 

Mr. Foresti, denies it and 
says a purported telephone 
transcript published by 
Indipendent was a fake. But 
it was controversy over his 
role that got his nominated 
successor, Manfredo Incisa 
Di Camerana, into hot water 
in Rome. 

Mr. Incisa, a former am- 
bassador to Mozambique, 
was quoted in the La Re- 
pubblica newspaper Satur- 
day as saying that Mr. Fo- 
resti had always been politi- 
cally-aligned and the Italian 
foreign ministry was going 
through a period of weak- 


ness. 

He told the same newspa- 
per Sunday that his com- 
ments had been off the 
record and were distorted, 
but offered to stand down. 
Foreign Minister Lamber- 


by Indipendent was a pur- 
ported telephone conversa- 
tion between Mr. Foresti and « 
the chairman of Mr. Beri-^ 
sha's Democratic Party, Tri- 
tan Shehu it made the envoy 
appear to be trying to under- 




saying Mr. Incisa was “not 
up to the job", calling his 
comments “disconcerting” 
and promising another rep- 
lacement for Mr. Foresti 
would be chosen quickly. 

Mr. Foresti, who was due 
to be replaced last Decem- 
ber after completing his tour 
of duty, has stayed on be- 
cause of the crisis in which 
many thousands of Alban- 
ians were ruined by the 
post-Communist explosion 
of pyramid investment 


i *- —'vguucill 

schemes and blamed Mr. 
Berisha’s government for 
their losses. 

The transcript published 


and to be offering to looker a 
deal with the opposition in 
Mr. Berisha’s favour. 

Mr. Dini stated publicly al 
the time that the purported 
remarks “do not correspond 
to the Italian government’s 
position”. Mr. Foresti said it 
was fabricated. 

The far-right national 
alliance called on Mr. Prodi 
to explain his Albanian pol- 
icy to parliament, charging 
that the Foreign Ministry, 
the Defence Ministry and 
Mr. Pnbdi’s office were all# 
pulling in different direc- 
tions. 
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Taleban seek talks with Malik 


ISLAMABAD (Rj — Afghanistan’s 
Taleban said Sunday it was seeking talks 
with ethnic Uzbek leader Abdul Malik, who 
handed the purist Islamic movement an 
easy victory in the north last week only to 
have his followers snatch it away. 

Taleban considers its pact with General 
Malik still valid and is holding back from 
serious attacks on Mazar-i-Sharif, the main 
city of the north, while it tries to make con- 
tact, said a statement distributed in neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. 

Mr. Malik has not been heard from since 
pthe dramatic reversal of Taleban ’s brief 
conquest 

The Taleban governor of the southern city 
of Kandahar, Mullah Mohammad Akbund. 
told reporters Saturday that Malik had taken 
no part in his followers’ revolt against the 
Taleban. 

Taleban sources say they suspect that 
Malik, if alive, is held prisoner by other 
Uzbek commanders. 

The militia's statement, issued in 
Kandahar and reported by the Pakistan- 
based Afghan Islamic Press, also reminded 
Uzbek commanders that Taleban leaders 
captured in Mazar-i-Sharif had been invited 
there for talks and should not be harmed. 

The captives include Foreign Minis ter 
Mullah Mohammad Ghous and military 
chief for the north Mullah Abdul Razzak. " 

The whirligig sequence of events in the 
north began when Mr. Malik quarrelled 
with northern warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, who was Afghanistan's 
agfr-Taieba#, leader. 

Me*., Malik , forces , drove. Gen. . Dostum 
into exile and brought Mazar-i-Sharif under 
temporary Taleban controbiast week, , but 
-■ “his Uzbek troops and Shiite Muslim militi- 
amen jointly drove Taleban fighters from 
the city Wednesday. 

Taleban said it had so far conducted only 
limited air and ground attacks against the 
opposition in Mazar-i-Sharif, but added that 
a full-scale military operation might be 
launched if talks failed. 

On Friday, an Uzbek commander named 
General Humayun Fauzi warned that any 
ground or air attack on Mazar-i-Sharif 
could have “dangerous” consequences for 
the Taleban prisoners. 

The Taleban have been rushing reinforce- 
ments to their front lines, after being 
thrown back onto the defensive by their 
defeat in Mazar-i-Sharif and Friday’s cap- 
ture of the key town of Jabal-Os-Siraj by 
opposition guerrilla chief Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Taleban officials and witnesses said the 
militia had flown 8,000 recruits from 
Kandah ar to Kabul in military transport 
planes Saturday and another 1,800 Sunday. 

Most of the new fighters were Taleban 
HDudems from Muslim religious schools in 
Afghanistan and neighbouring Pakistan, 
who were responding to an appeal for jihad 
("holy war) made by the Taleban’s supreme 
leader. Mullah Mohammad Omar. 


Some private religious schools in 
, Pakistan closed last week to allow their 
Afghan students of various ethnic groups, 
as well as Pakistanis, to join the Taleban in 
Afghanistan. 

Long Taleban convoys were seen moving 
towards Kandahar Friday and Saturday 
from the Pakistani city of Quetta. 

A black-nnbaned student, Mohammad 
Abbas from Gujranwala, in Pakistan’s 
Punjab province, told reporters near the 
border he was heading into Afghanistan to 
fight the “Communists.” 

Military sources said fighting was contin- 
uing around Jabal-Os-Siraj, about 70 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul, Sunday, adding that 
Masood appeared to have the upper hand. 

Jabal-Os-Siraj, on the main road from 
Kabul to the north, controls access to the 
Salang Pass across the Hindu Kush Moun- 
tains and to the Ghorband Valley, where the 
Taleban are battling a Shiite militia. 

If it remains in opposition hands, Taleban 
forces north of the Salang and in the 
Ghorband 'Wiley are effectively cut off 
from the Afghan capital. 

Meanwhile, the Taleban government 
Monday closed the Iranian embassy in 
Kabul and ordered the diplomats to leave 
the country within 48 hours, an official 
statement here said. 

The statement accused the Iranian diplo- 
mats of creating disturbances among the 
people of Afghanistan. 

“In view of the hostile deeds by the 
authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
..i the Foreign Ministry of th.e Islamic. States 
of-Afhganistan decided to temporarily close 
• the Iranian embassy in Kabul and to expel 
all its Iranian staff within 48 hours,” the 
statement said. 

“According to undeniable evidences, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran interfered, through 
its Kabul embassy staff, in the Afghan inter- 
nal affairs and sought to disrupt the peace- 
ful atmosphere and brotherly relations 
existing between the Kabul citizens,” it 
added. 

In a separate development. An anti- 
Taleban newspaper belonging to former 
Afghan Premier Gulbuddin Hekmatyar’s 
party announced Sunday it would suspend 
publication with immediate effect. 

Shahadai, owned by the Hezb-i-Islami, 
has been published from Peshawar, the 
northwestern city bordering Afghanistan, 
for the last two decades in Persian and 
Pashtu languages for circulation among 
Afghans living in Pakistan. 

The editorial board of the newspaper gave 
no reason for the move, but sources said it 
was ordered by Pakistani authorities on a 
complaint by the Taleban governmenL 

The Hezb-i-Islami office in Peshawar has 
however not been asked to wind up, the 
sources said. 

Pakistan has recognised the Taleban 
administration as the legitimate govern- 
ment of Afghanistan. 
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Sri Lanka troops pound rebels 

COLOMBO (Agencies) — 

Tamil Tiger guerrillas and 
government forces launched 
artillery barrages in northern 
Sri Lanka as troops consoli- 
dated in areas taken from the 
rebels, the Defence Ministry 
said Monday. 

Troops confronted small 
groups of the Liberari op Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
guerrillas who infiltrated 
military defence lines, the 
ministry said without giving 
details. 

-^Terrorists also continue 
<‘<rtftre mortars at troops and 
troops carry out retaliatory 
artillery and mortar attacks 
neutralising the enemy fire," 
a ministry statement said. 

Security, forces captured 
the former rebel towns of 
Omanthai and Nedunkemi 
during the latest military 
operation which started on 
May 13 and involves two 
divisions, or some 20,000 
soldiers. . 

However, the military ad- 
vance further into Tiger ter- 
ritory was hampered by in- 
tense resistance, official 
sources said adding, how- 
ever, that the army was now 
Poised to start a fresh on- 
slaught 

'Operation Jaya Sikuru, or 
r 


“sure of victory,” is aimed at 
opening a 75 kilometre road 
through Tiger areas to link 
the northern peninsula of 
Jaffna with the rest of the 
country. 

Troops have already 
moved less than 10 kilome- 
tres from their original de- 
fence lines to wrest control 
over Omanthai and Nedun- 
kemi. 

“Sri Lanka's army, stalled 
just north of Omanthai, is 
continuing to hammer dis- 
tant Tamil towns with long- 
range artillery,” said a state- 
ment, issued by the LTTE’s 
international office in 
London. 

It said a 22-year-old wo- 
man died in an artillery bar- 
rage while several of her 
neighbours were wounded. 
Heavy shelling had forced 
civilians to leave their 
homes and take shelter in 
the jungle, the statement 
said. 

A military spokes man i n 
Colombo denied the LTTE's 
charges, saying troops en- 
gaged only identified enemy 
targets. 

The defence ministry said 
it was the LTTE that fired at 
troops, who are fortifying 
their gains in areas captured 


from the rebels after a ma- 
jor offensive launched last 
month. 

Military officials said 
troops were clearing mines 
and fortifying areas north of 
Omanthai and Nedunkeni, 
captured over the past two 
weeks. 

Troops have not advanced 
for the past six days. 

Journalists are not al- 
lowed into the battle areas 
and are unable to confirm 
government or rebel re- 
ports. 

The ministry said that se- 
curity forces over the week- 
end captured a large food 
store of the Tigers and 
seized more than 300,000 
tonnes of food and medi- 
cines. 

The ministry announce- 
ment came amid allegations 
by the rebels that the troops 
had stopped food going to 
civilians in Tiger-held areas. 

The military has lost some 
120 men killed since launch- 
ing the drive. The rebels 
were believed to have lost 
nearly 300 of their cadres 
according to military esti- 
mates but the Tigers have 
said they lost only 82 men 
and women. 


Paper details slaughter of Rwandan 
refugees during Kabila’s rebellion 


BOSTON (AP) — Rebel 
troops marching across 
Congo during a swift eight- 
month takeover hunted 
down and slaughtered hun- 
dreds of refugees, burying 
them in mass graves, the 
Boston Sunday Globe 
reported. 

The newspaper detailed 
mass killings in the towns of 
Wendjie and Mbandaka, 
saying body parts remained 
in swamps and streams 
where thousands of refu- 
gees tried to flee troops led 
by then-rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila. Mr. Kabila has since 

declared himself president 
of the country, which was 
formerly known as Zaire. 

The Associated Press on 


May 22 reported evidence 
of a similar massacre in 
Kisangani, in north-central 
Congo. A map volunteered 
by one of Mr. Kabila’s sol- 
diers led an AP photograph- 
er to a burial ground, where 
the soldier said between 200 
and 600 refugees were 
buried. 

Officials from Mr. Kabi- 
la's government denied the 
growing evidence that re- 
bels, most of whom are 
Tutsis, slaughtered scores of 
Hutu refugees who had fled 
neighbouring Rwanda to es- 
cape reprisal killings by 
Tutsis there. 

On May 23, Mwenze 
Kongolo. Congo's justice 
minister, denied accusations 


made by human rights 
groups, including Medicins 
Sans Frontiers, that the 
rebels were killing refugees. 

"These relief groups tell 
such big lies,” he'said. “And 
if they keep telling these 
lies, we will expel them." 

The Globe said the first 
refugees arrived in the 
dilapidated port of Mban- 
daka on the Congo River in 
early May. Soon there were 
thousands, walking nearly 
1,600 kilometres from the 
Rwandan border as they 
fled rebels who soon top- 
pled the regime of Mobutu 
Sese Seko and took control. 

On May 13. the Globe 
said, hundreds of unarmed 
men, women and children 


were clubbed, bayoneted or 
shot to death by Mr. 
Kabila's forces, according 
to European missionaries, 
local Red Cross workers 
and villagers who either 
witnessed the slaughter or 
helped bury the victims 

Most of the bodies were 
dumped into the river, but at 
least 140 victims were 
buried in mass graves near 
Wendjie. a crossroads set- 
tlement about 20 kilometres 
south of Mbandaka. the 
Globe said. 

Human ribs jutted from a 
stagnant bog. while a corpse 
floated face down in a 
stream, the newspaper re- 
ported. The body of a little 
sirl lav curled beside the 


bamboo thicket, her face 
covered with a tattered 
piece of blanket. 

Mr. Kabila's government 
has prevented Western relief 
workers and United Nations 
officials from inspecting 
sites where massacres are 
believed to have taken 
place. 

“The situation is ominous 
and becoming more omi- 
nous,” Kris Janowski. a 
spokesman for the Geneva- 
based U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, told the 
Globe. “We have no access 
to huge areas of Zaire. We 
are verv. very alarmed.” 


4 Nigerian 
soldiers 
injured in 
S. Leone 
fighting 

FREETOWN (AFP) — At 
least four Nigerian soldiers 
were shot and injured, one 
seriously, in fighting 
around a hotel in the Sierra 
Leone capital Freetown, 
where a military junta has 
seized power. 

Earlier, a Nigerian mili- 
tary ship began a naval 
bombardment of the city, 
in an apparent warning to 
the junta to restore the de- 
mocratically elected gov- 
ernment. 

An AFP correspondent 
observed that the wounded 
soldiers were taken to the 
basement of the Mammy 
Yoko Hotel for treatment 
by Lebanese doctors and 
nurses in an office turned 
into a clinic. 

Witnesses said they could 
have ^bo^tfshbf - : fbnhe£ ( / 
rebels of the Revcrfotionaiy- 
!' United From (Riff 1 ), whose 
leaders have begun to 
fraternise with the soldiers 
behind the May 25 coup. 

A group of these fighters 
were seen pulling back 
from a landing zone for he- 
licopters guarded by Nige- 
rian troops. Hundreds of 
foreign nationals were air- 
lifted out of Sierra Leone 
after the coup. 

Sporadic artillery and 
automatic weapons fire 
could be heard at 8:30 a.m. 
(0830 GMT) and several 
warships could be seen off 
the coast of the West Afri- 
can country, but they did 
not appear to be engaged in 
further firing on the city. 

The week-old military 
junta called Monday in a 
radio broadcast for “all 
peace-loving Sierra Leo- 
neans” to demonstrate in the 
streets against what they 
described as an invasion. 

Nigeria has a joint de- 
fence agreement with Sier- 
ra Leone and has hundreds 
of troops in the country. It 
also leads ECOMOG, the 
West African peacekeeping 
force in neighbouring 
Liberia. 

Monday's early morning 
shelling fom the sea was 
met by a barrage of auto- 
matic gunfire from the 
presidency building held 
by the army since the coup 
that ousted President Ah- 
mad Tejan Kabbah. 

Witnesses along the 
seashore said the Nigerian 
ship, stationed offshore for 
several days, was not hit. 

An unidentified speaker 
for the junta said over the 
radio: “We want peace, we 
are here for peace and to 
restore sanity.” 

Mr. Kabbah, who was 
democratically elected in 
March 1996, fled to neigh- 
bouring Guinea as the coup 
broke out. 

The exchange of gunfire 
came a day after efforts to 
avert military intervention 
by the Nigerian army 
against the coup leaders 
appeared deadlocked. 

Observers said the bom- 
bardment could be a warn- 
ing to the junta to restore 
die government or face 
being ousted by force, but 
the regime claimed that it 
was aimed at preventing 
people from demonstrating 
on its behalf. 


Congo, Sierra Leone to dominate OAU summit 


HARARE (AFP) — More 
than 30 leaders met in the 
Zimbabwean capital Mon- 
day for the 33rd annual 
summit of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU). 
marked by the rebirth of 
Zaire as the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe. who 
opened the summit, said the 
meeting was, for the first 
time, held in a completely 
free Southern Africa. 

The summit is being held 
in Zimbabwe, which as- 
sumes the revolving annual 
presidency of the OAU 


from Cameroon. 

Cameroon President Paul 
Biya, the outgoing OAU 
chief, will not be there, for 
reasons which were not 
immediately clear, but the 
star of the summit was 
expected to be Congolese 
leader Laurent Kabila, who 
took office last Thursday 
after ousting Zaire's long- 
time President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

Mr. Kabila will be having 
talks with U.N. Secretary 
General Koffi Annan, a 
Ghanaian who is also at- 
tending his first OAU sum- 
mit in his new r post. 


But the celebrations are 
also expected to be over- 
shadowed by the military 
coup in Sierra Leone which 
overthrew civilian President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah last 
month. 

The coup has been con- 
demned in the strongest 
terms by the .African minis- 
ters who met for three days 
ahead of the summit. 

Mr. Kabbah will be repre- 
sented at the meeting by 
Sierra Leone ambassador to 
the L’nired Nations James 
Jonah. 

Delegates to the summit 
are also expected to discuss 


the conflicts in Angola. 
Burundi. Liberia, Somalia, 
and the situation of the 
Palestinians, whose Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat is a guesi 
here. 

Another topic will be the 
vast number oflandinines in 
Africa arising from the con- 
tinent’s many wars. 

The summit is expected to 
set the groundwork for the 
establishment of an African 
Economic Community 
t AEC), which will pave the 
way for Africa to present a 
united front with to stand a 
better chance in the global 
economy. 


American nations pledge greater democracy 


LIMA (R) — The 34 nations of the Organisation of 
American Srates (OAS) opened their 27th annual assembly 
Sunday with sweeping pledges to expand democracy and 
uphold human rights throughout the Western hemisphere. 

OAS Secretary -General Cesar Gaviria said democracy 
would form the “vertebral column” of the future develop- 
ment of a region notorious in the past for its dictatorial 
regimes and military uprisings. 

Mr. Gaviria also urged the world not to stereotype Latin 
America and the Caribbean based on their problems, but to 
recognise their efforts to modernise. 

“Many identify our hemisphere with the problems that 
plague it: terrorism, narcfl-Jmffipking. corruption, Tnsecup,- - 
ty and‘p^erty''he 1 said nra speech jd open die.conference. 
‘•However,*' Sespite ' these 'problems', 3 no counfry is going 
backward^ 'Economic reforms, better competition, the 
growing role of the market continue bringing abundant and 
welcome changes.” 

LTnderscoring its leader’s message, the OAS delegates 
will sign a six-point Lima declaration affirming democracy 
and respect for human rights as “the fundamental elements 
of inter- American cooperation and solidarity." 

A preliminary copy of the declaration also promised to 
step up the war on terrorism, corruption, and trafficking of 
drugs and arms. But it contained few specifics on how to 
tackle these issues- 

The largely predictable declaration, to be signed at 
Thursday’s close of the assembly, made no reference to the 
blemished human rights and democracy records of some 
member nations. 

Host country Peru, for example, is under fire for alleged 
continued abuses in its 17-year war on leftist guerrillas. 

The government-controlled Congress unleashed a furore 
this week when it voted to dismiss three members of Peru’s 
highest constitutional court who were blocking a possible 
thud election bid by President Alberto Fujimori in 2000. 

The measure provoked a tide of protest from Peru’s oppo- 
sition. media and public, and also brought rebukes from 
Washington as a “step backwards” in the nation’s democra- 


tic process. 

Mr. Fujimori used the assembly's opening ceremony to 
defend Peru’s demoeratic credentials and labeled his 
detractors as being “vested interests” and “corrupt press.” 

“Here in Peru, just as there is freedom of press, so there 
is freedom of expression " he said, after his allegation of 
bribe-taking by journalists brought whistles of protest from 
the hundreds of reporters covering the event. 

Often lambasted as a talking-shop with little real influ- 
ence. members of the 49-year-old OAS were determined to 
use the Lima assembly to change its image. 

“Let’s hope we can make the OAS once again the epicentre 
of hemispheric dialogue:.. the principal insfrumemiof inie« .:» 
American sohdariiy antLcooperation ”• Mn'FdjYmcWFsaid. 

As well as old problems, the region VufcW vogues for^'i 
regional trade accords and free-market reforms were"'' 
expected to Figure high on the OAS' 75-point agenda. 

The preliminary Lima declaration also contained promis- 
es to limit resources spent on conventional arms in favour 
of anti -poverty measures and environmental conservation. 

The Peruvian government, still reeling from the four- 
month Lima hostage crisis, staged a huge security operation 
to prevent leftist guerrillas from sabotaging the assembly. 

Both the Maoist Shining Path and the smaller Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) were planning 
attacks in Lima around this lime, according to anti-terrorist 
police sources. 

The MRTA stormed the Japanese Ambassador's residence 
in December, holding 72 VIP hostages for 126 days before 
troops stormed the building, killed die rebels and freed the 
captives. One of them died during the rescue operation. 

A hero of rhat hostage crisis. Peruvian Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudela. was to chair the assembly's working ses- 
sions. One of the most high-ranking of the MRTA’s 
hostages. Mr. Tudela narrowly, escaped the residence alive 
after he was shot twice and a grenade exploded at his side 
in the rescue operation. 

Mr. Tudela returned to the Foreign Ministry last week. He 
still uses a wheelchair. 


S. Korea’s Hanbo founder 
jailed in bribery scandal 


SEOUL (R) — The patriach 
of South Korea's scandal- 
ridden Hanbo Group was 
jailed for 15 years Monday 
for bribing aides to Pre- 
sident Kim Young-Sam. top 
bankers and others in a case 
that has rocked the nation. 

Chung Tae-Soo was one 
of 10 people handed stiff 
prison sentences by a Seoul 
court in a I oans-for- kick- 
backs scandal involving 
Hanbo's failed steelmaking 
flagship. 

The others included a for- 
mer cabinet minister, three 
lawmakers with the ruling 
New Korea Party and one 
with the main opposition 
party, three ex-bankers and 
Chung’s son, who is Han- 
bo's current chairman. 

The elder Chung, 74, was 
convicted with his son. 
Chung Bo-Keun. of bribery 
and embezzlement The 
younger Chung was jailed 
for three years. 

They were found guilty of 
siphoning off a combined 
364 billion won ($408 mil- 
lion) from funds belonging 
to the country’s 14th largest 
business group. 

The bribes to bankers and 
politicians were to keep 
money rolling in to Hanbo 
Steel Co., which collapsed 
in January under debts of 
five trillion won ($5.6 bil- 


lion), setting off a chain of 
corporate failures and shak- 
ing the banking sysrem. . 

The scandal shattered Pre- 
sident Kim's credibility and 
unearthed other bribery’ 
scandals that led to the ar- 
rest of the President’s Son. 
Kim Hyus-Chul. 

A related flap over Kim 
Young-Sam *s spending on 
his 1992 election campaign, 
which opposition parties 
say was bankrolled in part 
by Hanbo, has sparked a 
wave of violence by stu- 
dents demanding the presi- 
dent step down. 

“Your wrongdoing has 
caused great shock to the 
Korean people, harm to the 
country’s economy and 
chaos in society.” Chief 
Judge Son Ji-Yol told the 
ailing Chung Tae-Soo, who 
hobbled into court support- 
ed by a prison officer. 

The court heard that 
Chung Tae-Soo, who suf- 
fered a mild stroke after his 
arrest, handed out cash hid- 
den beneath apples in 
wooden crates. The law- 
makers admitted taking his 
money, but not as bribes. 

“Our society should use 
this opportunity to break 
from a past where morality 
and reasoning were lacking 
and move towards a better 
economy and society.” the 


judge said. 

Former Home Affairs 
Minister Kim Woo-Suk was 
jailed for four years. Law- 
maker Hons ln-Gil of the 
ruling new Korea party’ was 
sentenced to seven years 
and his colleagues Hwang 
Byung-Tai and Chung Jae- 
Chull each to three years. 

Another member of the 
National Assembly, Kwon 
Roh-Kap. of the main oppo- 
sition National Congress for 
New Politics, was handed a 
five-year prison term. 

Two former presidents of 
Korea First Bank, Sheen 
Kwang-Shik and Rhee 
Chul-Soo. were jailed for 
four years and five years 
respectively. The bank was 
the largest creditor to Han- 
bo Steel. 

The one-time president of 
Chohung Bank, Woo Chan- 
Mok. was jailed for four 
years. 

Hanbo's former financial 
controller was given a 2-1/2 
year jail term suspended for 
four years. 

Chung Tae-Soo has been 
embroiled in comiption 
scandals twice previously. 
He was convicted last year 
of bribing former President 
Rob Tae-Woo, but a legal 
technicality spared him a 
jail sentence. 


Bangladeshis 

protest 

against longer 
office hours 

DHAKA (AFP) — - Go- 
vernment staff clashed with 
police Monday leaving se- 
veral injured amid prorcsts 
over longer working hours 
and a new two-day week- 
end, witnesses said. 

The demonstrations inc- 
reased pressure on Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed’s government to re- 
verse the decision an- 
nounced Thursday. 

Angry workers hit by the 
longer eight-hour working 
day defied a police ban to 
stage marches in the first 
anti-government demon- 
strations by civil servants 
since Sheikh Hasina's rul- 
ing Awami League came to 
power a year ago. 

Police stopped them spar- 
king off brief clashes, wit- 
nesses said, adding that de- 
monstrators hurled flower 
pots at the police, who used 
batons. 

Unconfirmed repons said 
some employees were de- 
tained by police as the situ- 
ation remained tense, but 
Sheikh Hasina worked on 
in her office as the employ- 
ees at (he government sec- 
retariat complex, the heart 
of administration, contin- 
ued the demonstrations. 
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Voting for human needs 


THE STUNNING win of France’s Socialists over 
President Jacques Chirac’s centre-right coalition 
in Sunday's second round runoff parliamentary 
elections could be the continuation of a trend that 
has just been consolidated in Britain with the con- 
vincing victory of the Labour Party over the 
Conservatives. In both France and Britain, the 
voters cast their protest vote against free-market 
economies and wide-scale privatisation pursued 
sometimes relentlessly at the expense of the less 
fortunate and helpless groups, if not the majority 
of people, in society. 

At a time when it has become fashionable in the 
West and elsewhere to pursue free-market econo- 
my formulae for growth, the peoples involved soon 
discovered that a rapid rise in their respective 
countries' gross national product (GNP) does not 
always translate into better living conditions for 
them. It has been generally felt that lifting subsi- 
dies on basic commodities in developing countries 
and scaling down the social security nets in the 
industrial states may be desirable from a strictly 
economic point of view but indefensible from a 
human rights perspective. 

In the case of France, rampant unemployment 
has been credited with changing the political 
mood of the nation. No wonder the Socialists' cam- 
paign prior to these elections promised the French 
people the creation of no less than 700,000 jobs 
over the next three years. Ironically, the Socialists 
lost the 1993 elections precisely because they failed 
to alleviate the unemployment crisis. 

Whether the Socialists could succeed this time 
around in redressing the (tire economic conditions 
of the ordinaiy French person, the central issue 
remains the same: people are more concerned 
about their immediate bread and butter needs than 
in any spectacular rise in their country's GNP, 
even if the latter is a crucial factor in their eco- 
nomic future. 

The realisation of the economic rights of people ; 
‘ en runs counter to what a free-market economy ; 

ctates. When there is poverty or massive unem- 
ployment what counts most for voters are their 
basic needs. World figures and international 
groups, among them HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
have repeatedly drawn attention to the need for the 
injection of humanitarianism in the articulation 
and application of policies, be they economic or 
otherwise. During his most recent trip to several 
European capitals the Crown Prince sounded the 
alarm against the neglect of humanitarianism in 
the quest for national, regional or global prosper- 
ity. 

His message and the lessons of the recent elec- 
tions in Britain and France should weigh heavily 
on Jordan's present and future policies. The 
overzealous pursuit of free-market economy at the 
expense of all other considerations, especially the 
humanitarian dimension, could be the harbinger, 
or the precursor, to many socio-economic ills, in 
different societies. 

While there is no magic formula to bring about 
an ideal situation in -any country, the middle solu- 
tion, the balanced approach, seems to be what peo- 
ple want and will accept even under difficult con- 
ditions. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER tor A1 Ra'i Monday tackled the Turkish invasion of 
northern Iraq, savin? that the attack could not have taken place 
had Iraq not been under emhuigo and siege and had the Arab 
W orld Kx*n united in the face of external dangers. Mufid Nahleh 
said that the two-week-long occupation of northern Iraq occurred 
at a time when the Iraqis are weak and the Arab Notion in disar- 
ray and it helped the U.S.-led coalition to maintain the unjust 
embargo on the Iraqi people. The U.S. and Eutojk consider the 
Turkish aggression as a just action against the Arabs and not a 
violation of international laws or an act of occupation of another 
country's lands by force, he noted. This NATO-backed invasion 
by Turkish troops, in conjunction with and backing from the 
Jewish state, reveals the real nature of the Turkish military w ho is 
bent on executing tire Western plot of imposing hegemony on the 
Arab World, charged the writer. If Turkey' is contemplating the 
idea of creating a security zone in northern Iraq, like that created 
by Israel in southern Lebanon, its dreams will soon be dashed 
because the northern Iraqi regions will not be less rebellious than 
the people in southern Lebanon who are launching daily attacks 
on the enemy, warned the writer. He said internally, the Turkish 
military will be faced with a volcano in Turkey’s cities and a 
nationwide rebellion against repression practised by the Turkish 
mililary rulers against die Turkish and Kurdish people alike. 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A1 Yamn accused Israeli agents of com- 
mitting the murder of collaborators with the Jewish stale who 
helped sell Arab land to the enemy. Riham Farm said it is true that 
the Palestine National Authority had announced it will to try those 
responsible for the sale of Arab land to Israel, but not a single per- 
son was arrested and accused of such a practice. The writer said 
that the Israelis must have killed the collaborators and the agents 
in order to whip up a worldwide campaign against tie Palestine 
authority and accuse it of barbaric actions and murdering people. 
The only pony gaining from this episode is Israel at a time when 
tire Palestine authority has not yet put any collaborators on trial in 
order to expose them and to deter others from selling their lands 
to the Jewish state, said the writer. She said that it is not in the 
interest of the Palestine authority to murder people without trial 
and it is known that liquidation without trial used to take place 
before the Palestine authority took control of the Palestinian cities 
and has stopped since then. The writer said that all indications 
point to the fact that Israeli agents were behind the recent spate of 
killings. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Losers, fools and criminals 


in this Netanyahuesquian year 


A YEAR ago this week, the voters of Israel narrowly elect- 
ed Benyamin Netanyahu as their prime minister, and he 
formed a government coalition consisting mainly of reli- 
gious and ideologically right-wing parties. A stocktaking 
of Arab-Israeli peace making today — as at most other 
moments during the years since the 1991 Madrid peace 
talks — reveals a combination of progress and regression. 


soldier on trial for killing seven Israeli schoolgirls, and 
against the Egyptian lawyers in a Cairo courtroom who are 
defending the Israeli Arab accused of spying for Israel). 

Why has the peace process suffered such grievous dam- 
age in the past year? There is one basic explanation from 
the Arab perspective: the Netanyahu government’s neo- 
Zionist colonialism — its arrogant, militan t, greedy and 


Israel keeps expropriating Palestinian tod 
Jewish settlements, within the framework or me 


Neranyahu coaliti on 's ideology, 

ec > ual !**“* and 

SeSgoSnents present policies promise only 
perpetual Palestinian 


talks — reveals a combination of progress ana regression, Zionist colonialism — its arrogant, militant, greeay ana pcipcmai " d ^ e ‘ e ^ not the reasons 

hope and disappointmenu cause for optimism and reason bombastic policy — has become much more clear to the non dispersal aM acwai peace-making process, 

to shudder in terror at what the future may hold. Arab eye and ear during the past year, given the combma- *eArabs entered unto i m ^ whole entere d into 


The positive news is that the world's search for lasting 
Mideast peace has never seen such vigour: it now includes 
unprecedented, simultaneous diplomatic initiatives to 
revive Palestinian-Israeli and Syrian-Israeli talks by the 
United States, the European Union, Russia, Jordan, Egypt, 
the Israeli government. Yossi Beilin. Norway, France, and 
probably a few others who have kept a low profile. 

The negative news is that this diplomatic fury has been 
sparked not by a wave of success in making peace but 
rather by widespread fears that the slowdown, deteriorat- 


tion of the Hebron withdrawal terms, the meagre Israeli 
partial redeployment from West Bank lands, the expansion 
of Jewish settlements, the construction works on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim/Har Homa, and! the Netanyahu coalition’s 
now openly declared aim to maintain about 50 per cent of 
the West Bank after the final status negotiations arc com- 
pleted. 


The Palestinians and the Arabs ocess 

the Madrid ani for me . the i Oslo 

ofZion ism Le of 
Ssril" geographic and demographic bordcrs and^of ^ 
historical t^ological and territorial claims in the Middle 
eXtE on%feg peace talks are an expression of the 
pan-Arab willingness to recognise and to CMMst ^d enter 
into normal relations with a Je wish-brael i-Ziomst . rat 
but only on the siogulorly 
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return to long-term, violent conflict, if this happens, we - Israel and Palestine as the God- given 

will not suffer only the same ideological, political and ter- * ? • birthright of the Jewish 

ritorial conflict as in the recent past. The next phase — if “““ exclusive oirmngm Of me jewisn 

it happens — will see Israelis and Arabs engaged in an people, with the Muslims and Christians 

ISd enjoying only access to their holy places 

in nature. and indigenous Palestinians enjoying 


non-viable.” 


From the broad Arab perspective, the advent of the 
Netanyahu government and its militant, predatory, neo- 
Zionist-colonialist policies has slowly tipped the balance 
of the peace process from cautious trust to deep suspi- 
cions, from incrementally expanding hope and progress to 
ever deeper despair and stalemate. 

I use the term “neo-Zionist-colonialist” to describe the 
Netanyahu government policies because, from the Arab 
perspective, this is what we see in his words, attitudes and 
actions — and this, we believe, is why the Madrid-to-Oslo 
peace process is on the verge of crumbling into a callous 
historical memory and a cruel hoax. 

Since the Israeli government started groundwork on the 
Jabal Abu Ghneim settlement/Har Homa neighborhood 
several months ago, the signs of where we stand have 
become ever more grim: formal peace talks and meaning- 
ful contacts between Israel and the Palestinians have 
ceased for two months. Israeli attacks and Israeli deaths in 
occupied southern Lebanon have continued apace, 

Palestinians who sell land to Israelis are being summarily 
executed, Israeli and Palestinian security services almost 
routinely prevent planned terror attacks against Israelis, 

Arab states in the Gulf and North Africa continue to slow 
down, freeze or even reverse their young economic and 
political links with Israel (it was announced Sunday that 
Israel would only be invited to the fourth Middle East and 
North Africa economic conference this autumn, in Doha. 

Qatar, if it changed its settlements policies ), and in Jordan 
and. Egypt opposition; to normalisation with Israelis is . 

growjngfaster than "'fever before (mdudinjg p^^onate'— K 6ddfy perhaps' 
expressions of sympathy or even support for the Jordanian'' issue at this moment 


and the international community s 

U jHs*vit^y important for Jews and Israelis to appreciate 
this important political distinction tor .Arabs, however 
irrelevant or even offensive this might appear to Jews at 
first sight: the containment and explicit definition or 
vnjuymK Zionism that we seek are not linked with a desire for the 
J f . negation or destruction of Israel, but rather are linked to an 

only limited self-rule in a dizzying Arab expression of contractual, de jure coexistence with 

patchwork of land fragments that are , an Israeli state that also recognises jjj* 1 ??: 

K t *, J y . .7 j . .. „ cal, territorial and national rights of the Palestinians and 

by Israel’s explicit desire, nationally the other adjacent Arab states. For Israel, peace happened 

incoherent, politically disjointed, territo- and has been maintained with Egypt 
. „ ^ J Z7 • ,* this cardinal principle was respected: Israeli borders were 

natty non-contlguous and economically defilied satisfactorily for all concerned and claims to the 


These policy positions and actions on the ground send 
the following message to the Arab World: This Israeli gov- 
ernment claims all of Israel and Palestine as the God-given 
and exclusive birthright of the Jewish people, wife fee 
Muslims and Christians enjoying only access to their holy 
places and indigenous Palestinians enjoying only limited 
self-rule in a dizzying patchwork of land fragments that 
are, by Israel’s explicit desire, nationally incoherent, polit- 
ically disjointed, territorially non-contiguous and econom- 
ically non-viable. 

The single most important issue by which the Netanyahu 
government has poisoned and now fatally threatened the 
peace process during this government’s first year in office 
is that of settlements and land — a broad issue within 
which Jerusalem is merely the most dramatic symbol. 


lands of others ended once and for all. This principle is not 
being implemented by Israel in its negotiations with 
Palestine. Syria or Lebanon, and feus real peace is no near- 
er on those fronts. 

Virtually every concession that Israel asked of the 
Palestinians has been agreed to. including the painful, 
ridiculous partition of Hebron. But after a year of 
Netanyahuesq uian policy making giving birth to neo- 
Zionist colo nialism, the Palestinians have run out of con- 
cessions, and they have finally stood firm against the con- 
tinued expansion of Israeli settlements. The battle lines are 
now drawn: either the land of Israel/Palestine will be 
shared by two Israeli and Palestinian states with the same 
quality of territorial integrity, dignity and sovereign rights, 
commensurate wife mut uall y negotiated security needs: 
or, the battle between Zionism and Arabism will resume 
wife renewed fury, for its embers shall have been stoked 
afresh with the much more flammable fuels generated by 
disappointment, deception, humiliation and despair. 

This is a battle that will make losers of both sides, fools 




Refugees, water, borders, Jerusalem, sovereignty, mutual 
relations, security and other such h^xytant issues remain of both, peoples who stood by and watched it happen, and 
£mt “" ^'secondary tothe Tanc^settienieiics ■■crinunais'of the leadeft who led .their people onto this sui- 

'm'iime.'Jjje reason is veiy simple: if "ci'dal journey/"' 


Marshall Plan: Economies 


grow when they cooperate 


By Donald Johnston 


PARTS — The Marshall 
Plan’s lessons are universal, 
and have enormous rele- 
vance lo peace, security and 
prosperity in the 21st centu- 
iY- 

The 50th anniversary of 
George Marshall’s speech 
coincides in an approximate 
way with the end of fee 20th 
century, and what a century 
it has been. Turbulent, bru- 
taL exciting, horrific, dra- 
matic, creative, promising 
— all these adjectives will 
be used to describe this 
exceptional chapter in 
world history. 

As the curtain was raised 
this century, tensions 


on 


were rising in Europe. 
Alliances flourished and 
were central to foreign poli- 
cy. which was anchored in 
the concept of balance of 
power, meaning military 
strength. 

Unlike recent times when 
we counted nuclear war- 
heads in establishing feat 
balance, at the start of fee 
century the measure was the 
number of soldiers one 
couid put on fee field. The 
French-Russian Agreement 
of 1894 staled feat available 
forces “to be employed 
against Germany should be. 
on fee part of France, 

1.300.000 men and, on the 
part of Russia, 700.000 to 

800.000 men." 

The triple alliance of 
Germany, Italy and Austria 
represented the counterbal- 
ance. with Britain isolated 
until fee entente cordiale 
wife France in 1904. 

This brief excursion into 
history demonstrates how 
fragile and tense the 
European relationships 
were before World War I, as 
fee century opened. 

In fee wake of feat war, 
wife 10 million killed and 
20 million wounded, one 
would have thought that 
lessons had been learned. 


Sadly not The tension and 
fragility quickly returned. 

In 1936, fee British histo- 
rian H. A. L. Fisher wrote of 
the differences feat had 
divided the European peo- 
ples, concluding with these 
words: 

“These differences are 
unresolved... Yet ever since 
fee first century of our era 
the dream of unity has hov- 
ered over fee scene and 
haunted the imagination of 
statesmen and peoples. Nor 
is there any question more 
pertinent to fee future wel- 
fare of the world than how 
fee nations of Europe, 
whose differences are so 
many and so inveterate, 
may best be combined into 
some stable organisation for, 
the pursuit of their common 
interests and the avoidance 
of strife." 

World War II was soon 
upon us. wife horrors and 
dislocations probably 
unmatched in history 
because it touched fee lives 
of civilians and took their 
lives in a way and magni- 
tude never seen before. 

Fisher was truly prescient 
when he wrote feat no ques- 
tion would be more perti- 
nent to fee future welfare of 
fee world than how fee 
nations of Europe could be 
combined into a stable 
organisation. What hap- ■ 
pened after 1945 could not 
have been foreseen by fee 
most optimistic of world 
leaders in the late 1930s. 

As fee ashes of World War 
II were shovelled away, a 
new understanding took 
hold. Wealth, fee product of 
economic growth and 
development, would flow 
from cooperation and col- 
laboration. from the interde- 
pendence of the trade and 
investment and the con- 
comitant liberalisation of 
markets. In short the goal 
was a fully integrated eco- 
nomic community. 

Many factors combined to 


realise the dream. The 
Marshall Plan funding was 
certainly one of great 
importance. But fee funding 
mechanism was even more 


important. 

Through the consensus 
procedure of the 
Organisation for European 
Economic Cooperation — 
from which today's 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) 
evolved — European coun- 
tries were obliged to agree 
on funding allocations as a 
group. The effects of this 
approach were astounding 
when compared with prior 
experience. 


“While lasting 
freedom , peace r 
prosperity and 
security must be 
defended through 
military prowess, 
they can be 
acquired only 
through economic 
cooperation and 
development 


yy 


From fee end of hostilities 
until 1947, fee United States 
had expended approximate- 
ly $14 billion in Europe 
without visible results. 
Putting new funding within 
fee Marshall Plan had extra- 
ordinary consequences. It 
stimulated economic coop- 
eration and collaboration 
that had a much greater 
impact on fee rebirth of 
Europe than fee money 
itself. In Europe liberalisa- 
tion increased- Inhibiting 
laws, tariffs and regulations 
that had prevented market 
forces from working were 
gradually dismantled. 


Those lessons underpin 
today’s global commitment 
to multilateral trade and 
investment We still have a 
long way to go, but fee des- 
tination is now visible at a 
global level. 

We looked at fee balance 
of military power of fee 
1890s. Now in fee 1990s 
there are new balances — 
balances of interest As fee 
curtain lowers on this centu- 
ry, dangerous conflicts of 
interest which dominated 
the landscape at its begin- 
ning have given way to cre- 
ative and mutually benefi- 
cial competition of market 
forces. There is an ever 
increasing coincidence of 
commercial and environ- 
mental interests among 
nations. 

All swords should not 
immediately be beaten into 
plowshares. Had it not been 
for the grand alliance of 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Oiganisation (NATO), 
which preserved fee balance 
of power against fee forces 
of fee Warsaw Pact, Europe, 
and in turn the world, could 
not have set in motion fee 
economic miracle of global- 
isation that is unfolding. 
And our global village still 
contains dangerous- -and 
unstable neighbourhoods. 
The principles of market 
economics, democratic 
institutions and respect for 
human rights do not yet get 
universal recognition. 

Let us hope that the world 
has learned this lesson for 
fee benefit of future genera- 
tions: While lasting free- 
dom. peace, prosperity and 
security must be defended 
through military prowess, 
they can be acquired only 
through economic coopera- 
tion and development. 


The writer is secretary-gen- 
eral of the OECD. The arti - 
de above is reprinted from 
the International Herald 
Tribune. 


LETTERS 


Stop mad killings 


To the Editor: 


EVERY TIME I read one of those articles about a brother 
“cleansing” his family’s honour I get disgusted and ner- 
vous. A brother suspects his sister is having an affair, he 
gets furious and kill her. What u simple procedure: suspect 
and kill. 

I really understand that we Arabs have a very close rela- 
tionship with the word honour. But what is honour? If 
someone asks this question, it seems it is actually easy to 
fmd 3n answer: just seek one of those brothers (loose in the 
streets) who has killed his sister in the name of honour: he 
will answer. Do not be surprised if he answers wife arro- 
gance, for he has been treated as a hero, not as a psycho- 
pathic murder. 

It is disturbing to see the measures taken by fee Jordanian 
authorities to deal with these deranged people. It is as if the 
authorities are encouraging such acts. 

I believe it is high time to slop them. We are on fee eve 
of the 2 1 st century. 


Joruana W. Karadsheh. 

Amman. 


Honourless crimes 

To the Editor: 


JORDAN IS my chosen home and there are many thinss I 
Fmd wonderful about fee people and fee place However, 
there is one aspect of life here feat I find repulsive and 
unacceptable: fee so called “honour killings.” 

A few days ago I again read in fee Jordan Times about a 
yoong woman and mother whose life was arbitrarily put to 
^ hrota wh0 acted * judge, jury and execu- 
uoner What did he receive tor this heinous act? Three 
months in prison. This is not a prison sentence to fit fee 
crime, it is a vacation ! 

We must speak out against these criminal injustices. To 
not do so is to tacitly accept these vile acts. The law has to 

JU I U '‘3,7 lliSl ** ^ all its citizens 
& and Ch,ldren alike,: otherwise wc are send- . 

SL, r ng meSSage 10 0Ur >■«“* men in society, i 
Prison terms are handed down to these 1 
unierers. we will see many more victims. Can we really 
have feat on our consciences? 3 
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Phil Kanan, 


Amman. 


Outrageous decision 


To the Editor: 


IT IS outrageous that a cold-blooded murderer receive 
three-month jail sentence, no matter what his reasons a 

wcKffe S1Sttr C ° Uld h3Ve done - ^ 


Ghussao 1. Saadi. 
Amman. 
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Tutankhamun ’s killer revealed 



By Jason Bennetto 

IN WHAT must be the 
longest running "whodun- 
nit of ail time, new evi- 
dence has emerged into 
the mysterious death, 
3,000 years ago, of King 
Tutankhamun, 

The combined skills of a 
former Scotland Yard 
detective and a medical 
expert suggest that the boy 
pharaoh may have been 


murdered by one of his 
top officials or a general. 

Ever since 

Tutankhamun, who died at 
the age of nine in 1352 
BC, was discovered 
buried in the Valley of the 
Kings in Egypt in 1922, 
there has been intense 
speculation about his 
demise. 

Now the magazine 
MAG — Museums and 
Galleries — has brought 


together a “historic mur- 
der squad" to investigate 
the case. Their findings, 
published recently, sug- 
gest that foul play ended 
the young king’s life. 

Analysis of X-rays of 
Tutankhamun’s skull by 
Professor Ian Isherwood, 
a retired neuroradiologist 
with 33 years experience, 
revealed a small 
depressed fracture in the 
back of the skull. Profes- 
sor Isherwood believes 
the injury was probably 
caused by a blow to the 
head which most likely 
took place before hjs 
death. 

“During mummification 
you often get (this sort of 
injury) in limbs but not in 
the skull," he has said. He 
added: “It doesn’t imply 
mal-intenL unless there’s 
circumstantial evidence to 
support it” 

So the question is 
whether there was anyone 
with a motive. 

In steps Graham Melvin, 
a former detective inspec- 
tor with the Metropolitan 
police. His prime suspects 
are Ay , the king’s vizier, 
and the head of the army. 
General Horemheb. “You 
would need two. If Ay was 
acting alone, wouldn’t 
Horemheb have been 
angry with him for mur- 
dering his king? Anyway, 
Ay would have needed the 
army's support." 

Further circumstantial 
evidence is that Ay took 
over Tutankhamun’s 
throne and married the 
dead king's widow. Fol- 
lowing Ay's death 

Horemheb took power 
and destroyed the young 
Pharaoh's monuments. 
The name of 

Tutankhamun was 

removed from the list of 


Gold mask of Tutankhamun 
kings. 

Mr. Melvin said: “It was- 
n’t about power per se. If it 
had been about power, 
why wait. They’d have 
bumped him off long ago. 


“It was about the greater 
glory of the country. Ay 
was old. They agreed, on a 
handshake, that he'd take 
over, and Horemheb knew 
when Ay was dead, he 


could do as he liked." 

Despite this new inquiry' 
and fresh list of suspects, 
no charges are expected. 

The Independent 



King celebrates Independence Day 

(Continued from page 1) bound to contribute to the Later Mondav, King Hus- 


He said the creation of the" 
Balqa Applied University 
in Salt was a major 
achievement in a city which 
boasts factories, farms, 
schools and institutions. 

“This ceremony which is 
in observance of the coun- 
try’s independence anniver- 
sary reminds us that the 
Kingdom is linked to the 
Great Arab Revolt and its 
army is that of the Great 
Arab Revolt noting that 
Jordan has succeeded in 
dealing with all dangers 
and challenges and in pro- 
tecting national unity,” said 
the King. 

“We take pride in our 
national stand under all cir- 
cumstances and no one can 
outbid us in anyway," the 
King stressed. 

Referring to Palestine, the 
King said: ‘Tales tine and 
Jerusalem are in our beans 
and conscience and we will 
continue to support our 
brothers with all our might 
until they regain their rights 
on their national soil.” 

“All Jordanians are duty- 


shaping of a better future 
for tfie country, noting that 
it is natural to see people 
building and others casting 
doubts on our achieve- 
ments, but with God’s help, 
we will continue our march 
towards construction on 
solid bases in an atmos- 
phere of democracy and 
freedom.” said the King. 

At the outset of the cere- 
mony, the King unveiled a 
plaque commemorating the 
construction of the premis- 
es, toured its sections and 
later he received the gover- 
norate’s shield from Gover- 
nor Mohammad Saeed 
Tarazi. 

The new premises were 
built on a five-dunum plot 
of land and cost nearly one 
milli on dinars. After the 
inauguration ceremony. 
King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hassan attended a 
lunch hosted by the gover- 
nor at Zay district. 

Also attending were 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh and 
other dignitaries. 


sein inaugurated the new 
premises of the'Hoiy Land 
Institute for the Deaf which 
consists of six floors built 
at the cost of JD500,000 
donated by international 
organisations. 

Bishop Samir Qafeeti of 
Jerusalem and the Middle 
East delivered a speech 
welcoming the King and 
ou tlinin g the institute’s 
activities and services for 
the local community. 

Institute Director 

Andrew de Carpentier pre- 
sented to the King with an 
outline of the institute’s 
activities since its establish- 
ment in 1964, noting that it 
had cared for one thousand 
handicapped children with 
hearing difficulties. 

He said that the institute 
offers vocational training 
and education to 150 hand- 
icapped students at the pre- 
sent from the kindergarten 
level up to the 12th grade. 

Later. King Hussein met 
students and donated the 
sum of JD 10,000 for the 
benefit of the institute and 
its projects. 


Chirac asks rival to form next government 


(Continued from page 1) 

he will impose conditions on 
French entry to EMU, arguing 
for a softening of the strict con- 
vergence criteria and will place 
priority on tackling France’s 
record 12.8 per cenr unemploy- 
ment rate, ahead of the intro- 
duction of the euro. 

On Monday Socialist Party 
spokesman Francois Ho 11 an de 
said it was possible to launch 
EMU without a new “austerity 
plan." Mr. Hollande said: “We 

can launch the single currency 
without restricting public 
spending, without privatisa- 
tion's, without increasing taxes 
and this is our goal.” 

The French press largely 
agreed Monday that Mr. Chirac 


had got what be deserved. 
Many criticised the president 
for having called the early elec- 
tions in the first place, when 
they were not necessary. 

“The most stupid rightwing 
in the world las just ensured its 
place in the nation's memory 
for the worst-arranged political 
operation and one of the worst 
election campaigns ever seen.” 
said the left-of-centre Libera- 
tion. 

The conservative Le Figaro, a 
staunch supporter of Mr. Chirac 

throughout the campaign. 
aHmined Sunday’s result was a 
disaster. 

And it hinted that Mr. Chirac, 
who in theory could dissolve 
parti ament again in 12 months' 
time, may be forced to take 


more drastic measures even 
earlier — possibly by resigning 
himself. 

The extent of the defeat 
brought recriminations from 
right-wing politicians and calls 
for restructuring of the GauIIisi 
Rally for the Republic (RPR) 
and its centre-right ally Union 
for French Democracy (UDF). 

Former premier Edouard BaJ- 
ladur, who lost the presidential 
elections to Mr. Chirac two 
years ago, criticised the presi- 
dent for breaking his election 
promises. 

Mr Balladur set himself the 
task of “a mission of renewal" 
and reconstruction of the RPR, 
saying “we must be coherent 
and not say one thing ami do 
the opposite.” 


Palestinian ‘land dealer’... 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said agents from the 
Palestinian security forces 
in Ram all ah came to his 
father late Saturday night 
and “asked him to come 
with them. They said he 
was sought for questioning 
in a case, which they didn’t 
identify." 

“They insisted we come 
that night but they used no 


force, they were completely 
polite. Twelve members of 
the family, including 
myself, went with my 
father in three cars and the 
(agents) followed us in rwo 
other cars." he said. 

“The Israeli police 
stopped us and brought us 
all into the Russian com- 
pound” prison in 
Jerusalem, Mr. Mohammad 
said, adding that he and his 


father remained the night in 
detention. 

The Israeli government 
on Monday vowed to pro- 
tect land dealers who it said 
are in danger amid a crack- 
down by the PNA. 

The authority, while 
denying any involvement in 
the killings, has arrested at 
least 12 in a campaign 
against those who sell land 
to settlers. 


Crown Prince and Hansen mark... 


(Continued from page 1) 

meeting if X’sjgnof their 
belief -In the role of 
UNRWA. 

In response to a question 
od the Social Productivity 
Package (SPP), the Crown 
Prince said “the social pro- 
ductivity package aims at 
improving the living condi- 
tions of all less fortunate 
sectors of society. 

“Clearly, part of it is to 
provide financial support to 
those who need iL But it 
also aims at improving 
health conditions, educa- 
tion and the environment 
We have said on numerous 
occasions that the SPP is 
not focused on refugee 
camps," he said. 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised that there are 
29 sites in the badia, rural 
areas and the cities where 
the SPP will be implement- 
ed. Refugee camps are part 
of these sites. "Palestinian 
refugee camps do constitute 
suburbs of our towns. You 
cannot talk about environ- 
mental impact without talk- 
ing about the whole envi- 
ronment. Infrastructure 
must be built for all Jorda- 
nians.” he said. 

Meanwhile, UNRWA’s 
Commissioner General 
Peter Hansen warned that 
the 50-year-old agency is 
on the verge of bankruptcy 
adding that lack of funds 


will push the agency to 
adopt austerity measures 
that would affect tire life of 
more than' 3.3' million 
refugees. 

“UNRWA is technically 
bankrupt. That is not to say 
that we are to close tomor- 
row or at the end of the 
year, it means that our lia- 
bilities are larger than our 
assets,” Mr. Hansen said to 
reporters following the 
inauguration ceremony. 

“UNRWA is facing finan- 
cial difficulties, there is no 
doubt about that, and I can- 
not stress the seriousness of 
it enough, on the other hand 
I feel very hopeful, I feel 
very confident that as 
donors become aware of 
these difficulties, they are 
going to live up to their 
responsibility,” the com- 
missioner said, referring to 
the donors' meeting that 
will represent more than 30 
countries. 

“We don’t intend to make 
cuts (in the annual budget). 
We have to be prepared for 
all eventualities but we 
hope that donors will side 
with us,” Mr. Hansen said. 

“When we have had diffi- 
culties, and this is not the 
first year we have had diffi- 
culties, we have responded 
by taking austerity mea- 
sures, so called, that means 
cutting in necessary expen- 
diture,” he said. 

“I am not the one who 


speculates on that. I expect 
the donor community will 
..take their responsibility in 
pointing out what they are 
no longer ready to do and 
when they come to think 
very hard about them. I 
hope that they will come to 
our rescue again," he said. 

Mr. Hansen said UNRWA 
has gone far in austerity 
measures adding that “part 
of our deficit is what we 
need to re-install some of 
the things we have cut in 
the past that should not 
have been cut and again if 
we have to go beyond that, 
it will have to be by actual 
cuts in programmes... as we 
do when we have to double 
shift in schools," he said. 

Mr. Hansen said that 
among the options the 
agency has to ensure effec- 
tive performance is to levy 
fees from Palestinian 
refugees, hinting that this 
issue might be discussed on 
the June 10 meeting. 

“Well there have been 
discussions for many years 
in many parts of the world 
about how social policy is 
designed in terms of fees 
and co-payments and so on, 
I think that at the moment 
we should not exclude any- 
thing. It is not that we want 
to do it but if that is what it 
takes to keep our pro- 
grammes going at the rare 
and level they are....” Mr. 
Hansen said. 


Israel wants to protect... 


(Continued from page 1) 

direct attack on the peace 
process.” Mr. Netanyahu 
added, but he stopped short 
of making a halt to the 
killings a condition for 
resuming peace negotia- 
tions frozen since mid- 
March. 

The Israeli action came 
after a third Palestinian 
suspected of selling Arab 
property in the Jerusalem 
area to Jews was found 
murdered Saturday in the 
Palestinian-ruled West 
Bank town of Ram all ah. 

Israeli police also said 
they had foiled the kidnap- 
ping and possible murder 
of a fourth land dealer Sat- 
urday and arrested six 
Palestinian security agents 
in connection with the 
case. 

Four other Palestinians, 
three of them security offi- 


cials, are being held by 
Israel for the first murder 
of a land dealer from Arab 
east Jerusalem on May 8. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz reported Monday 
that Israeli intelligence 
officials had obtained a list 
of 16 Arab property dealers 
condemned to death by the 
PNA for selling land to 
Jews, including the three 
men murdered last mouth 
in Ram all ah. 

Prior to those killings, 
the PNA declared that 
Palestinians who sell land 
to Jews are guilty of trea- 
son because they help the 
spread of Jewish settle- 
ments and undermine 
hopes for the creation of a 
future Palestinian state in 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Arab east Jerusalem. 

The PNA has denied any 
role in the recent slayings, 
but Mr. Abu Middein was 


unapologetic for ihe fate of 
the land dealers. 

“We consider this as 
internal business for the 
Palestinians and we cannot 
accept interference from 
Mr. Netanyahu and his 
government,” he said 

Monday on Israel Radio. 

“Land dealers hand over 
the land to settlers and for 
us one settler is more dan- 
gerous than 50 residents of 
Tel Aviv because be is 
against peace.” he said. 

“Even when Germany 
invaded France (during 
World War II). the Ger- 
mans were not allowed to 
purchase property in 
Paris" he said. 

Mr. Abu Middein said the 
PNA “applies the law, and 
believes that land dealers 
must be brought to jus- 
tice.” 


Randa Habib’s 

===== comer 


Docile dolls 
do the trick 


A FRIEND of mine came up with this great idea 
which, he said, “will make the best business in three 
decades”. 

He has created human-size dolls, male and female, 
blondes and brunettes, flexible, skin colour, a perfect 
replica. 

The dolls are activated by voice sound which makes 
them move their head in an approval gesture while 
they utter a single word: "yes.” 

"They are perfect, they never contest anything you 
say or do’’ said my friend. 

I am sure you are wondering what is so great about 
that, as the majority of people (real human beings) do 
just the same. That was also my initial reaction. 

- Who would be interested to buy such dolls? I 
asked my friend. 

- Thousands of people, believe me. Soon you will 
see them in every car in Amman. 

- Why in cars? 1 asked completely lost. 

- You know how fond of cellular phones Jordanians 
are... 

- Yes. I replied failing to see the connection. 

- And they love to use their phones while driving. 

- Yes, 1 nodded starting to feel like one of his dolls. 

- You also know that international traffic regula- 
tions forbid drivers to use their phones while roaming 
in their cars. 

-Yes. 

- That is why drivers are linking their cellular 
phones to the speakers of their car. in order to talk 
hand-free, while driving. 

- For heaven’s sake, what does this have to do with 
your dolls? 1 asked with irritation. 

- Don't you see, he said. Drivers talking while dri- 
ving, without a phone in their hands, will look crazy. 
So, 1 will provide them with one of my dolls who will 
□od at the sound of their voice, and this will appear 
to passers-by as a conservation between two persons. 
And they can also function to fill other seats or posi- 
tions. 

By the way, did I tell you what portfolio my friend 
carries? 


Egypt counterattacks 
pyramid 

theorists’ campaign 


By Mona Salem 

Agence France-Presse 

Cairo — Egypt is waging 
war to protect the pyramids 
and the Sphinx from an 
“organised campaign" by 
Israel and foreign amateur 
archeologists, officials here 
say. 

“Israeli allegations that 
they built the pyramids 
abound and we must face 
up to this even if it triggers 
a (diplomatic) crisis" with 
Israel, Egyptian Culture 
Minister Faiuq Hosni told 
the weekly Rose A1 Yussef. 

“This is piracy. Our histo- 
ry and our civilisation must 
be respected but the Israelis 
want to take over every- 
thing." he said. 

“We must not ignore 
these allegations and "keep 
silent. We must counterat- 
tack with full strength 
because this is how they 
took Palestine. They kept 
on saying Palestine belongs 
to them and they are doing 
the same with the pyra- 
mids. 

“Sooner or later someone 
is bound to believe them.” 
Mr. Hosni has said. 

The custodian of the 
pyramids and the Sphinx, 
Zahi Hawass. has told a 
news conference that these 
allegations are pan of an 
“organised campaign” 
against the symbol of 
Egyptian civilisation. 

“A group of people are 
making an organised cam- 
paign. There are some peo- 
ple pushing them,” Mr. 
Hawass said, referring to 
Israel. 

“They pretend that I have 
found evidence concerning 
Atlantis and that I am hkf 
ing this evidence from 
them,’’ the director of the 
Giza pyramids told the For- 
eign Press Association in 
Cairo. 

Some theories suggest 
that the Giza and pre- 
Colombian American pyra- 
mids were built by resi- 
dents of the lost continent 
of Atlantis, which accord- 
ing to legend, existed from 
10,000 to 12,000 B.C. 
between Europe and Amer- 
ica. 

“There are people waging 
a big attack against us," Mr. 
Hawass said. 

“I swore two years ago I 
would not reveal their 
names, but I found out that 


I " must ' mention them 
because it is becoming a 
threat,” he said. 

Mr. Hawass identified 
them as Robert Bauval, an 
architect from Belgium: 
Graham Hancock, a British 
journalist; John Anthony 
West, a U.S. tourist guide; 
and Richard Hoagland 
“who speaks of the exis- 
tence of pyramids on 
Mars." 

“What they spread on the 
internet has begun to con- 
vince those who do not 
know the truth.” Mr. 
Hawass said. 

Bauval has written two 
books, one of them in coop- 
eration with Hancock, out- 
lining theories that the 
ancient Egyptians were not 
responsible for building the 
pyramids. 

“They needed a victim to 
sell their books and they 
found their victim: it was 
me.” he said. 

“They pretended that I 
was carrying out secret 
work around the pyramids 
and that I had found evi- 
dence linking them to 
Altantis which I was hid- 
ing.” Mr. Hawass said. 

“What they got to say will 
make you laugh. I even did 
but then I had to stop 
because things were 
becoming dangerous," Mr. 
Hawass said. 

According to Mr. 
Hawass. his detractors con- 
vinced people across the 
world to sign petitions urg- 
ing the Egyptian authorities 
to allow them ro cany out 
excavation work at the 
Giza plateau. 

"John West arranged to 
get an authorisation to dig 
around the Sphinx about 
five years ago. But one day 
I found him knocking on 
the Sphinx. That’s when I 
stopped him and told him 
to leave,” Mr. Hawass said. 

The Egyptian official 
who described West and the 
others as amateurs, stressed 
that under Egyptian law 
only professionals from 
reputable institutes are 
authorised to take part in 
archeological missions. 

Meanwhile the head of 
Egypt's Supreme Council 
of Antiquities, Ali Hassan, 
recently said that the coun- 
cil will soon open a site on 
the Internet to set the record 
straight. 
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Bahraini Minister Ali Saleh A1 Saleh (centre) explains a point to Amman Chamber of 
Industry President Khaldoun Abu Hassan, Industry, Trade and Supply Minister Hani 
Mulki and Tourism Minister Aqel Beltagi (far rigbtMPetra photo) 

Bahraini exhibition offers 
chance to advance industrial 
and trade ties with Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Monday expressed 
Jordan's keenness on pro- 
moting and strengthening 
Jordanian- Bahraini rela- 
tions and voiced readiness 
to launch joint investment 
projects with Bahraini 
entrepreneurs. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with visiting Bahraini 
Trade Minister Ali Saleh AJ 
Saleh and Bahrain Cham- 
ber of Industry and Trade 
President Ati Ben Yousef 
Fakhro. Dr. Majali stressed 
the need for Bahrain and 
Jordan to intensify efforts 
for increasing trade and 
economic cooperation. 

Referring to the Bahrain 
industrial exhibition which 
opened in Amman Monday, 
Dr. Majali said that it is 
hoped that the exhibition 
would serve as a catalyst 
for promoting economic 
and trade ties tressed 
that the Bahra2ff^frkl Jof-' 
daniank* market^- comple- 
ment each other. 

Mr. SaJeh said that 
Bahrain’s choice of Jordan 
as a venue for the exhibi- 
tion reflects the brotherly 
links between the two 
countries adding that Jor- 
dan enjoys a favourable 
investment climate which 
promises better trading and 
economic links. 

The meeting was attended 
by Industry and Trade Min- 
ister Hani Mulki, Jordan's 
ambassador to Bahrain, 
Shaker Arabiyat. and 
Bahrain's ambassador to 
Jordan. Mohammad Seif A1 
Musallam. 


Dr. Majali earlier Monday 
delegated Dr. Mulki to for- 
mally open the Bahraini 
exhibition, which is held ai 
the Philadelphia Hotel, in 
the presence of the Bahraini 
minister and other officials. 

The June 2-6 exhibition, 
the first of its kind in Jor- 
dan. displays products by 
50 Bahraini industrial firms 
including, among other 
things, aluminium, petro- 
chemicals, textiles, gar- 
ments. foodstuffs, mechani- 
cal equipment, furniture, 
plastic products, electrical 
and home appliances, 
honey, tobacco, medical 
equipment, paper, paint, 
traditional handicrafts and 
jewellery. 

Touring the different parts 
of the exhibition. Dr. Mulki 
said he was impressed by 
the high quality of the prod- 
ucts noting that Bahrain 
- has been' exporting .semi- 
finished products .io Jordan ... 
for further processing ' of w 
manufacturing and reex- 
port. 

He said Bahrain produces 
car tyres, which are sold in 
Germany and Italy and 
which can be a first step for 
the assembly of motor vehi- 
cles in the Gulf state. 

Noting that Jordan will 
organise an industrial exhi- 
bition in Bahrain in the 
coming months, he said 
officials in the two coun- 
tries will discuss linking 
Jordanian and Bahr aini 
industries. 

Mr. Saleh said that the 
exhibition aims at orienting 
the Jordanian public on 
Bahraini goods and 


expressed hope that the vol- 
ume of trade between 
Bahrain and Jordan, which 
now stands at $37 million 
annually, will be increased 
for the benefit of the two 
peoples. 

According to Mr. Fakhro, 
Bahrain plans to announce 
26 projects which Jordan 
and Bahrain can jointly 
cany out He said that the 
announcement will take 
place at a seminar to be 
held at the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry Tuesday. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 
Mr. Fakhro said that 17 of 
these projects are initiated 
by his chamber and deal 
with industrial, tourism and 
services projects. 

Following the opening of 
the exhibition, it was 
announced that the Jordan- 
ian Shadi firm, which pra- 
nces, aluminium home 
Appliances an 
agreement- witk die Bahrar- 
ni Bramco Groftp for the 
establishment of a joint 
industrial complex at the 
Sahab Industrial City for 
joint production of alumini- 
um appliances. 

According to the 
announcement arrange- 
ments will be made for the 
joint venture to commence 
manufacturing products 
worth JD 600.000 annually 
within six months from 
now. 

According to the 
announcement the prod- 
ucts will be exported to the 
self-rule areas of Palestine, 
Lebanon. Syria. Saudi Ara- 
bia , Bahrain and Jordan. 


rae 
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Sharon 
negotiating 
purchase 
of Gulf oil 
via Jordan 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
is secretly negotiating with 
a Gulf state for the pur- 
chase and transhipment of 
oil. Israel Radio reported 
Monday. 

Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon is leading the 
negotiations for Israel via 
Jordanian intermediaries 
and with the involvement 
of a major U.S. oil compa- 
ny, the radio said. 

The negotiations focus on 
a deal under which Israel 
would take in Gulf oil at 
Eilat on the Red Sea and 
pipe it to the Mediterranean 
port of Ashkelon for 
domestic distribution and 
possible reexport via 
tanker ship. 

Use of the Eilat- 
Ashkelon pipeline for tran- 
shipment of the oil would 
be far less costly than the 
current practice of shipping 
the petroleum from the 
Gulf to the Mediterranean 
via the Suez Canal. 

The name of the Gulf 
state was not given. In 
1995 Israel signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
with Qatar for the purchase 
of natural gas, but the deal 
was never concretised. 

Qatar and Oman began 
timidly normalising rela- 
tions with Israel following 
the 1993 and 1995 Oslo 
peace accords between the 
Jewish state and the Pales- 
tinians. But they froze the 
process earlier this year in 
protest at the hardline poli- 
cies of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 
•|Mr. Sharon! Considered a 
leading hawk in 5 Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government, 
visited Jordan for the first 
time last month to help 
resolve a dispute over 
water sharing arrange- 
ments called for under the 
two countries’ 1994 peace 
treaty. 

Resolution of the water 
dispute opened the door to 
negotiations on other infra- 
structure cooperation 
between Israel and Jordan, 
including joint air and rail 
facilities, officials said 

Israel currently obtains 
most of its oil from Egypt 
and on European spot mar- 
kets. 
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38 Mr. Rogers 

39 Monogram part: 
abbr. 

40 Arabian gulf 

41 “Time in a 
Bottle" singer 

42 Reddish wine 
grapes 

44 Kitchen tool 

45 Playmate 

46 Type of china 

47 Mules’ cousins 

50 Method: abbr. 

51 Heel’s opposite 

54 Butter substitute 

55 Succeed as an 
archer 

58 A few 
individuals 

59 Low-down joint 

60 Promotion plus, 

perhaps 

61 Good buddies 

62 Hill builders 

63 Individual 
endeavors 

DOWN 

1 Showed up 

2 Jazz singer 
Anita — 

3 Greek victory 
goddess 

4 Golly 


by Diane C. Baldwin 


5 Run faster than 

6 Wide-awake 

7 Beat up 

8 New Zealand 
bird 

9 Vacation homes 

10 Succeed in a 
board game 

11 Twinge or pang 

12 Soft cheese 

13 Tries for a tan 
18 Long-eared 

mammal 

23 Yale man 

24 Succeed in 
communicating 
something 

25 Macho fellows 

26 Old memento 

27 Actress 
Verdugo 

28 Ship's crane 

29 Leaf gatherers 

30 Swashbuckler 
Flynn 

31 Female relative 

32 Passover meal 


QQEDE3Q □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ qqoej 

□□□!□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

□□□ DD 

□□QQ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ HUQE30 K3QQ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□ OHEIEIB 
0QQQ □□□□□ □QQri 
„ □□□ QQO 

BHnnon 

□ggQDnaaaDQQQna 
gnso Bonn anc ibq 
gaga dbhd Bongo 


© 1997 Tribune Mwfia Senrtces Inc. 
AD rights reserved. 

34 Woman’s title 49 F] 
37 Head scarf ati 

41 Work hubs 50 p r 

43 Query word 51 fc 

44 Elegant 52 At 

46 Computer units 53 

47 Comic book 

Betty 56 w 

48 Aim bone S 7 hh 


49 Fly rod 

attachment 

50 Proofing term 

51 Follow closely 

52 About 

53 — out (barely 

manages) 

56 Wayfarer's stop 

57 Name in China 


HOROSCOPE 

forecast 

FOR TUESDAY,, 
JUNE 3, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer; Carroll 

Righxer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Tty to use the 
creative side of your 
nature today to further 
your business interests. 
Try to be more kind and , 
understanding to your 
mate thereby be or she 1 
will be appreciative of all ; 
the attention which you 
are giving. 

TAURUS:. (Apad 20 to. 
May 20) You have some, 
excellent ideas today on 
how to make improve- 
ments to your home,, so 
get busy oh them. Enjoy 

the company of. your 
loved ones larer this 
evening and you can 
spend some quality time 
with the rn. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to i 
June 21) Your ability to 
communicate your ideas 
to others will be unusual- 
ly good today, so. use it. 
This will be a tiring, how- 
ever, satisfying day for 
you and fellow associates 
to get much accomplished 
with a new project. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You j 
will find you have some 
spare time today, so use it 
to catch up on all those 
little chores you have 
been putting off until 
later. Later this evening is 
a good time to discuss 
career activities with fel-_ 
low associates. 

LEO: (July 22 £0 August 
21) Get in touch with 
some old friends today, 
and make plans to get 
together for an evening on 
the town. Have a cheerful 
and friendly reunion with 
them and you will enjoy 
the opportunity to get 
reacquainted. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Set aside 
some time today to talk 
with -your mate and come 
to a better understanding. 
Be calm and. tactful with 
iShte.R^spn or ; there iCQuJd-: 
. misunderstanding : 
.Wttifib-rcpukl develop into 
grater difficulties. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22j A good > 
friend has some ideas j 
today which can make 
both of you more finan- 
cially secure, however, 
you must labour together 
in order to do this. Later 
this evening will be a 
good time for you to seek 
out knowledgeable peo- 
ple. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You can 
get the support you need 
from a superior today for 
a financial venture y ou 
have in mind. Take care 
of personal matters later 
this evening which you. 
have put aside and which, 
must be handled. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) A new contact can 
give you some informa- 
tion today which will help 
you progress more quick- 
ly. so listen carefully to 
foe ideas which a knowl- 
edgeable person has to 
offer on your behalf for 
foe days ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Talk 
over an important idea 
today with a person who 
Is very fond of you, and 
come to a fine agreement 
Be sure to drive carefully 
while on the highway 
later this evening and 
thereby eliminate any dif- 
ficulties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

2J to February 19) Get': 
your career activities finV 
ished early today,' then go 
out on the town for some 
fun with your matp and 
thereby you can both 
enjoy yourselves- Stick to 
simple pleasures, and 
don t spend a lot or you' 
won’t have any funds fot 
emergencies. ;«■ 

PISCES: (February 20 to. 
March 20) Be more coop- 
erative with others today/ 1 
and you can be more effi- 
cient and financially; 
secure. Be sure to drive 
carefully while on foe- 
highway later diis. 
evening and thereby you 
won’t get into a difficult 
situation. 

Birthstone of June: 
Pearl — Moon Stone '*■ 
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Analyst stresses importance of GDR 

Foreign investments pour on Jordan 


AMMAN — Out of JD20 
million of foreign institu- 
tional investments at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) this year, JD15 
million were invested last 
month, according to an 
economic analyst. 

The analyst indicated 
that foreign institutional 
investments at the AFM 
reached only JD9.5 in 
1996, compared to JD8.5 


By Ghaha AJul 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


in 1995 and JD5 in 1994. 

‘"We are very proud of 
the Arab and foreign 
investors’ confidence. 
The past month is consid- 
ered to be one of the most 
important months in the 
history of AFM,” stressed 
AFM Director General 
Wahib Shair. 

Mr. Shair told the Jor- 
dan Tunes Monday that 
the demand to invest in 


-3i 


Daily 


Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic press 


Stiff competition, higher 
paid claims cuts Al Nisr 
Al Arabi net profit 

** THE BOARD of directors of the Al Nisr Al Arabi 
Insurance Company was authorised by the general 
assembly to take the executive measures to raise the com- 
pany’s capital to JD2 million by capitalising the retained 
earnings and the voluntary reserves at the time the board 
sees it appropriate. 

The company recorded a 12 per cent rise in total pre- 
miums earned in 1996 as it amounted to JD4.63 million 
compared to JD4.I4 million in 1995. However, the net 
profit was sharply down as it totalled JD379.200 from 
JD603,000 total posted in 1995. 

The large decline was attributed by the company ro the 
stiff competition in prices and the rise in paid claims that 
affected die life insurance department which contributed 
JD 189,030 to the net profit of the company in 1996. 

The department insuring transport risks provided 
JD39.000 to the net profit while the vehicles, fire and 
general accidents departments pumped JD77.600, 
JD57.070 and JD 15,600 respectively to the total net prof- 
it 

Paid claims increased by 40 per cent as they totalled 
JD2.67 million in 1996 compared to JD 1.91 million ar 
the end of 1995. The paid claims related to the life insur- 
ance department accounted for 71 per cent, or JD 1.90 
million, of the total. The share of health insurance from 
the amount mentioned was JD1.1 1 milli on or 59 per cent 
of the life insurance paid claims. 

The amount of paid claims related (to \fehjdes insurance 
stood at JD059 1 milli on at the end of last year, 70 per 
cent or JD244.000 higher than the total paid in 1995. The 
share of third party insurance amounted to JD40 1,000- 

Other income that flowed to the earnings of Al Nisr Al 
Arabi was JD586.000 which represented returns on 
investments. These returns were JD472.000, more than 
the amount of JD 11 4,000 earned in 1995. 

At the end of 1996 the company’s financial statement 
showed the following:- 

— Total technical reserves of JD3.87 million which is 
more than triple the JD1 million capital. 

— An increase of 5.9 per cent in gross profit from 
JD0.53 million in 1995 to JD0.58 milli on in 1996. 

— Total assets of JD7.83 million, four per cent higher 
than the 1995 total. 

— Total shareholders equity of JD2.27 million, a 2 1 per 
cent increase over the JD1.S7 million at the end of 1995. 

Board Chairman Mohammad Jardaneh told the general 
assembly that with the increase in the number of insur- 
ance companies to 26, competition is tight and limited 
market is no longer on quality but on premium charges. 


ME BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Your cat will respond to this pager. 
It sounds like an electric can opener." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Hanri Arnold and Mika ArgJrl on 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 


LOFOR 



■ 

• 

■ 

■ 

V 



DA 

LIP 

■ 

mm 


YANBOT 



■ 

■ 



WHAT THE PLAYER 
CONSIPEREP THE 
dOACHS REQUEST. 


HELSIR 


MR 

■ 

■ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

rrrnrnni 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: VOCAL PHOTO HAZARD CANNED 
Answer What a cold head can lead to - 
A HEAD COLD 


Print answer here : A 


Jordan rose 


fol- 


lowing the amendments 
introduced to the invest- 
ment law. 

“The demand for shares 
was very poor before the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) summit 
(held in Amman in Octo- 
ber 1995). However. 
AFM witnessed an 
increased demand after 
the investment law was 
amended," Mr. Shair 
added. 

While realising the pos- 
itive impact of the 
increased demand, Ziad 
Al Bash a. securities man- 
ager at the British Bank 
warned that the sustain- 
ability of this demand 
could nor be assured if 
Jordan does not move 
towards a Global Deposi- 


tory Receipt (GDR), a 
programme which lists 
Jordanian companies’ 
shares in international 
markets. 

“Jordan is the only 
MENA country that does 
not have international 
listing... This demand 
might turn against us if 
we don't move fast,” 
stressed Mr. Basha, who 
is also a senior equity 
market expert 

Mr. Basha said Jordan’s 
strong macro economic 
indicator, stable national 
currency as well as the 
high profitability of some 
of the listed companies, 
all were factors that 
attracted more foreign 
equity' investments. 

He added that the 
Union Bank of Switzer- 


land (UBS) has recently 
identified eight Jordanian 
companies as potential 
for foreign investments, a 
fact which also prompted 
an increased foreign 
demand in the Kingdom. 

The eight companies, in 
which the government 
holds large stakes include 
the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, the 
Arab Potash Company, 
the Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries Company, the Dar Al 
Dawa’ Development and 
Investment Company, the 
Housing Bank, the Jor- 
dan National Bank, the 
Jordan Electricity Com- 
pany and the Jordan 
Telecommunications Co- 
mpany. 

“The timing of the UBS 
road show ticked off for- 


eign demand." he pointed 
out. 

However, Mr. Basha 
called for the creation of 
a privatisation pro- 
gramme eliminating a 50 
per cent non-Jordanian 
ownership ceiling 

imposed on listed compa- 
nies. 

Mr. Basha affirmed that 
foreign investors viewed 
the government’s deci- 
sion to enact both the 
companies law and the 
securities law as a serious 
intention towards open- 
ing up the economy. 

But Mr. Basha added 
that “Jordanian compa- 
nies and the government 
should move fast. Other- 
wise we will lose 
momentum.” 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 02/06/1997 

I 


PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRANS. 

HO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 

— E250 

LOW 

269-000 213.000 

ARAB BANK 

11. 8 

1.56 

9 

320 

81810 

255.00 

256.00 

1.00+ 

H 2.270 

1.680 

DOR. NATIONAL BE- 

B 

0.00 

248 

436673 

1002914 

2.27 

2.26 

.01- 

3.600 

2.760 

BANE OF JORDAN 

6.6 

0.00 

5 

6600 

20820 

3.15 

3.15 

— 

1.210 

.880 

HID. EAST INV.8E. 

64.4 

o.oo 

4 

800 

790 

.98 

.98 


2.4BO 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

8.5 

7.35 

9 

3350 

7738 

2.32 

2.30 

.02- 

5.200 

4.250 

THE BOOSING BE. 

15.2 

3.03 

10 

1441 

7308 

5.19 

5.07 

.12- 

2.950 

2.440 

JOR- KUWAIT BANE 

9.7 

0.00 

6 

2261 

6197 

2.75 

2.74 

.01- 

1.050 

.780 

JOR. GULP BANK 

4.8 

B. 64 

8 

14050 

11419 

.82 

.81 

.01- 

3.870 

3.450 

ARAB JOR. INV. BK. 

17.3 

0.00 

1 

500 

1300 

3.60 

3.60 

- 

* 2.000 

1.180 

ONION BK.SAV.ZNV. 

P 

0.00 

3 

B50 

986 

1.10 

1.16 

.02- 

3.800 

3.000 

JOR- INV. FIN. BANK 

20.7 

a. oo 

6 

2301 

7278 

3.23 

3.22 

.01- 

2.850 

1.000 

BEIT . AL-KAL (BEITHA) 

.8 

11.19 

13 

5050 

6724 

1.37 

1.34 

.03- 

1.440 

1.000 

phxladel.inv.be. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

275 

1.13 

1.10 

.03- 

BASK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 197.42 *CHG* 

0.00 

323 

474446 

1156057 




2.400 

1.600 

JOR FRENCH IRS UR- 

4.B 

11.70 

3 

300 

511 

1.72 

1.71 

.01- 

2.660 

i.aso 

YARMOUK INSUR. 

9.B 

8.11 

1 

lOOO 

1850 

1.85 

1.B5 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX t 115 

29 *CHG« 

-0.05 

4 

1300 

2361 




1.820 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR, 

B.4 

5.78 

34 

28229 

49124 

1.79 

1.73 

.06- 

1.540 

1.280 

I KB ID ELECTRICITY 

8.2 

8.39 

4 

2500 

3440 

1.41 

1.37 

.04- 

2.650 

2.090 

shipping limes 

14.4 

5.24 

4 

750 

1850 

2.42 

2.48 

.06+ 

1.420 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO - 

g 

0.00 

59 

66350 

89796 

1.38 

1.36 

.02- 

♦ 7.570 

5.600 

AD-DUSTOUR 

21.6 

3.98 

1 

100 

532 

5.60 

5.32 

.28- 

3.720 

2.900 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

7.8 

0.00 

1 

iao 

300 

3.00 

3.0Q 

— 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

9 

13824 

13788 

.98 

1.00 

.02+ 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.2 

G. 40 

14 

3650 

6368 

1.77 

1.72 

.05- 

1.060 

.650 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

3 

iaoo 

675 

.71 

.67 

.04- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 112 

97 *CHGt 

-0.54 

129 

116503 

165872 




4.450 

3.060 

JOS. CEMENT FACT. 

28.2 

2.63 

122 

34B357 

1465660 

4.41 

4.19 

.22- 

4.140 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

11.1 

2.50 

17 

68600 

274320 

4.08 

4.00 

.08- 

7.Q50 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.3 

2.86 

10 

36800 

257600 

7.05 

7.00 

. 05— 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. RBFZNARX 

9.7 

8.87 

32 

3990 

39990 

10.01 

10.02 

.01+ 

7.300 

6.000 . 

■JORDAN TANNING 

5.00 

2 

75 

450 

6.00 

6.00 

— 

1.470 

* 1.050 ' 

' WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

11.3 

” 7.69 

4 . 

< 1150 . . 

. 1514 

■ 1.29 

1:30 

■ --01+- 

3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

7 

1650 

3234 

2.00 

1.96 

.04- 

7.200 

6.420 

JCJR. WORSTED MILLS 

10.6 

3.03 

2" 

200 

1320 

6.65 

6.60 

.05- 

4.000 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. HANF. 

io. a 

5.09 

- -70 

42900 

168330 

3.97 

3.93 

.04- 

2.070 

1.390 

JOR.PIPE5 MANFCT- 

17.5 

5.67 

1 

600 

846 

1.40 

1.41 

.01+ 

1.700 

1.130 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

a. oo 

1 

750 

900 

1.20 

1.20 

- 

5.550 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.1 

4.67 

18 

10522 

57536 

5.50 

5.35 

.15- 

4.610 

3.060 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

7.3 

8.04 

5 

950 

2950 

3.16 

3.11 

.05- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

io. a 

0.00 

26 

29700 

15147 

.51 

.51 

_ 

1.310 

1.020 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD- 

33.0 

0.00 

20 

23400 

25068 

l.aa 

1.08 


.840 

.520 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

7 

7800 

4230 

.56 

.55 

.01- 

3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

46.5 

0.00 

1 

1000 

2900 

3.00 

2.90 

.10- 

1.070 

.570 

JOR. SDLPHO— CHEM 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

320 

.66 

.64 

.02- 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM-CHEM. 

18.6 

4.79 

32 

9550 

14126 

1.52 

1.46 

.06- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 

INDEX: 132.67 *CHG: -1.85 

538 

681812 

2442850 


GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX i 163.00 *CHC: -0.82 

994 

1274061 

3767140 



PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY 

02/06/1997 



.740 

.410 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.3 

0.00 

14 

18150 

9025 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

1.550 

1.050 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

51.2 

0.00 

1 

100 

125 

1.19 

1.2S 

.06+ 

.840 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

40 

132500 

26515 

.70 

.69 

.01- 

.790 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

48 

131500 

71272 

.53 

.54 

.Q1+ 

.950 

.730 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75* * 

p 

0.00 

8 

11667 

6394 

.78 

.80 

.02+ 

.950 

.6X0 

AL— DAW1IYAH 75* 

67.2 

0.00 

16 

18281 

8185 

.70 

.70 


.640 

.200 

JOR. INDS. MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

15 

15100 

3665 

.24 

.25 

.01+ 

.730 

.510 

ARAB FOOD & MED. 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

1120 

.56 

.56 


.630 

.430 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

51.0 

0.00 

5 

1600 

720 

.45 

.45 

_ 

.720 

.490 

HAIL. TEXTILE . 

g 

0.00 

8 

7400 

3566 

.49 

.48 

.01- 

.780 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAMZCO 

g 

0.00 

43 

92350 

53104 

.58 

.57 

.01- 

.640 

.430 

NAYSAK DIBS 6 MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

3 

4000 

2120 

.55 

.53 

.02- 

.950- 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.5 

6.76 

26 

28670 

21230 

.73 

.74 

.01+ 

.580 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

2550 

1301 

.51 

.51 


.760 

.550 

RAZZ PHARH. 85* 

E 

0.00 

17 

19000 

8550 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

.610 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 

0.00 

3 

1250 

528 

.42 

.43 

■ 01+ 

.920 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

21.8 

0.00 

13 

16300 

13421 

.80 

.83 

.03+ 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

1200 

B40 

.71 

.70 

.01- 

1.000 

.810 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

P 

0.00 

14 

10216 

6254 

.85 

.86 


1.020 

.720 

ARAB INT. FOOD FACT. 

35.7 

0.00 

2 

900 

666 

.72 

.74 

.02+ 

.870 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.5 

14.49 

34 

32500 

22425 

■ 68 

.69 

.01+ 


GRAND TOTAL 


Arabs to invest 
$55b in oil projects 


ABU DHABI (.AFP) — 
Arab states are expected to 
spend nearly S55 billion on 
oil projects in five years to 
expand capacity and boost 
their share of the market, 
an oil expert has said. 

Nicolas Sarkis, head of 
the Paris-based Arab Oil 
Institute, said the invest- 
ments between 1996 and 
2000 would increase the 
combined production 
capacity of regional oil 
producers by around 3.5 
million barrels per day 
(bpd). 

“Arab states are planning 
to invest nearly S55 billion 
during 1996-2000 to raise 
capacity’ by 3.5 million bpd 
to 24.7’ million bpd." Mr. 
Sarkis wrote in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) eco- 
nomic weekly Emirates 
Today. 

Gas investments, mostly 
in liquefied natural gas 
(LNGi projects, are set to 
reach S27 billion in the 
same period, he said. 

Mr. Sarkis estimated the 
combined Arab oil produc- 
tion at 1S.6 million bpd in 
1996, accounting for only 
21.4 per cent of the total 
global crude supplies. 

Arab gas production of 
188 billion cubic metres 
constituted 8.1 per cent of 
the world’s gas output. 


"The ratio of .Arab oil and 
gas production to the 
world's production is low 
as Arab countries own 
nearly 61.8 per cent of the 
world's total crude reserves 
and 2 1 .8 per cent of the gas 
reserves." he said. 

He attributed the low 
level to weak oil prices 
which he said were ham- 
pering enetgy development 
projects as well as 
international sanctions 
against Iraq and Libya, 
among the biggest oil pro- 
ducers in the region. 

Mr. Sarkis, one of the 
most prominent .Arab oil 
experts, said regional pro- 
ducers could be prompted 
to readmit foreign partners 
they kicked out some 
decades ago to secure tech- 
nology and funds for ven- 
tures to boost capacity. 

“Another option for Gulf 
oil producers is to abandon 
their quotas set by the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and 
return to a price war simi- 
lar to that in 1985 in 
response to the production 
increases from outside 
OPEC and quota violations 
by some members, espe- 
cially Venezuela," he said. 


Dubai says goods must 
be labelled in Arabic 


DUBAI (R) — Exporters 
of packaged food to Dubai 
will have to use Arabic 
language labels from July 
or risk a ban on their prod- 
ucts in one of the Gulf’s 
busiest markets, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Gulf News daily has said. 

“Anyone interested in 
this market should respect 
its requirements and 
adjust himself with its 
laws,” Abdul Rahman Al 
Mutaiwee. director gener- 
al of the Dubai Chamber 
of Commerce and Indus- 
try was quoted as saying. 

“Foodstuffs retailers 
with small export volumes 
to the UAE who cannot 
abide by these regulations 
can find other markets to 
export their products.” he 
said. 

Regulations on Arabic 
language labels were 
announced in 1983, but 
implementaion had been 
delayed to allow time for 
importers and manufac- 
turers to comply. 


Gulf News quoted 
traders in Dubai as saying 
that between 40 and 50 
per cent of the products 
currently on the market 
could disappear under the 
new measure. 

They said small and 
medium-size U.S. and 
European manufactur- 
erers and exporters would 
be the main sectors affect- 
ed by the regulations. 

“European food prod- 
ucts’ share had already 
dropped and many coun- 
tries from different parts 
of the world are interested 
in exporting to ihe UAE at 
even more competitive 
rates,” Mr. Al Mutwaiee 
said. 

“European and Ameri- 
can companies should 
know they are serving 200 
million consumers of 
which some know English 
and some do not.” he said 
with reference to the size 
of the Arab world’s con- 
sumer market. 


Furnished-Separated Villa 
For Rent In Shmeisani 

Consists of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, American kitchen, one living 
room, salon, garage for two cars & garden. 

Please call 678275 
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> 

*** Jordan Marketplace y 

| DA JANI J 

lewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Goli 

J At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
^ 4 Phone5527.1 IS Also in Brazil .* * * 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at bur shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


Tel : 699369 
681279 



* One & Two Bedrooms * Fnfly 
Jjquipped SMmisttm * Deify Sr. 
Long Stay * Reasona b le Rates 


3th Cirdr 

Tel 692672 Fax 674851 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdcfi 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Fees a- 
’500 Fils For. Airport’. S:at! 
and our Frequent Custome’s 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 06-57531 
Abdali Branch 653313 


CROWn HOTEL 

’OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
’ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
’ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

* FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tek 758180 

Radio & tv station RD 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 : 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Bulls edge Jazz 84-82 on 
Jordan buzzer-beater 


CHICAGO (R) — The Utah 
Jazz gave the Chicago Bulls 
the slightest of openings 
and the defending champi- 
ons leaped right through 
when Michael Jordan's 
jumper at the buzzer pro- 
duced an 84-82 victory in 
the NBA finals opener 
Sunday. 

Utah star forward Karl 
Malone, who normally 
thrives at the free throw 
line, glanced two foul shots 

off the rim with nine sec- 
onds to go and the score tied 
82-S2. 

Jordan got the rebound of 
the second miss and the 
Bulls called time out 
Scottie Pippen inbounded to 
Toni Kukoc, who got the 
ball to Jordan and the nine- 
time scoring champion 
drained the shot from just 
inside the 3-point line. 

"We're fortunate that we 
had the opportunity to win 
the game, and we took 
advantage of it” said 
Chicago coach Phil 
Jackson. 

Jordan brandished a 
clinched fist to the Chicago 
crowd, who answered by 
chanting "MVP, MVP” — 
referring to the Most 
Valuable Player award won 
by Malone over Jordan in a 
close vote this year. 

Jordan led all scorers with 
3 1 points and Pippen added 
27. The duo outscored the 
rest of their team 58-26. 

“Down the stretch it was 
nip and tuck, it could have 
gone either way." said 
Jordan. "Whoever made the 
best plays at the end was 
going to win.” 

For the Jazz, who led most 
of the way in a tense, close 
game. Malone was high 
scorer with 23 points fol- 
lowed by John Stockton 
with 16. Malone also had 15 
reboQflds as Utah" out 
rebqunded the Bylls 43-36. 

The game saw 23 lead 
changes and 10 ties, with 
Utah’s biggest lead seven 
points, in the second quar- 
ter, and the bulls' largest 
margin just three, in the first 
quarter. 

Still it was two big free- 
throw misses by Malone 
that opened the door for the 
Bulls. Before his muffs 
from the charity stripe, 
Pippen said something to 
Malone, his one-time 
Olympic teammate popular- 
ly known as the mailman. 

‘i told him the mailman 
doesn't deliver on 
Sundays,” Pippen related 
after the game. 

“I don't have any excuses. 



Chicago Bulls guard Michael Jordan (L) drives around Utah Jazz guard Jeff 
Homazek In the first quarter of the NBA finals at the United Center in Chicago. The 
Bulls went on to win 84-82 with Jordan scoring the game-winning points right on the 
buzzer (Reuters photo) 

I’m not going to use any,” And Hornacek also said it team, saw he was alone with 
said Malone, who reopened should not have come down Russell and made his move 
a cut on his hand during the to two free throws. He against the Utah swingman. 
game. pointed to the Jazz’s “He went for the steal. 

Game 2 is also in uncharacteristic turnovers lunged forward, which I 

Chicago, on Wednesday, — 18 in all, 10 in the first thought was my opportuni- 

before the best-of-seven half, to Chicago's total of ty.” It was, and he converted 

series switches to Salt Lake 14. the shot as time expired. 

City for Games 3, 4 and, if “Against a great team you After the game. Jordan 
necessary. 5. can’t have that many praised Pippen’s contribu- 

"Our most important thing turnovers." said Hornacek, bon- 
is, don’t let our heads down, who guarded Jordan most of “He gave us a courageous 
we did a lot of good things," the way but asked his coach, effort,” Jordan said, 
said Malone. “We didn’t Jerry Sloan, if he wanted to Pippen, whose presence 

win the game down the put Bryon Russell or was in doubt after injuring 

stretch and those guys did. Shandon Anderson, both his foot in the clinching 

and that's why they're the better defenders, on Jordan game of the Eastern 

champions.” for the final play. Conference finals, was the 

He added: ‘1 will say this, Sloan did. putting Russell first bulls starter introduced 
they were big free, throws , on Jordan. “He didn't let. , . at the start, drawing a cheer 
but it shouldn’t have come. him drive;, he. just hit a 20-;. , .from the crowd. He played 
down to that.” footer," said Hornacek of well but his coach felt he 

Jeff Hornacek, third high Russell’s job on Jordan. could not run the court as 

scorer for the Jazz with 11 Jordan said it was a play well as he normally would, 

points, said Malone's free the team had run many “I think Scottie will be 
throws almost went in. times, to clear the left side better the next time pushing 

“Both free throws were for him. He got the ball the ball. The rest of his 

right there, a half-inch here determined to use the entire game was superb,” said 

or there makes the differ- time left on the clock. Then Jackson, 

ence ” the Utah guard said. he checked for the double 


team, saw he was alone with 
Russell and made his move 
against the Utah swingman. 

“He went for the steal, 
lunged forward, which I 
thought was my opportuni- 
ty." It was, and he converted 
the shot as time expired. 

After the game, Jordan 
praised Pippen’s contribu- 
tion. 

“He gave us a courageous 
effort,” Jordan said. 

Pippen. whose presence 
was in doubt after injuring 
his foot in the clinching 
game of the Eastern 
Conference finals, was the 
first bulls starter introduced 
at the start, drawing a cheer 
from the crowd. He played 
well but his coach felt he 
could not run the court as 
well as he normally would. 

“I think Scottie will be 
better the next time pushing 
the ball. The rest of his 
game was superb,” said 
Jackson. 


Linescore for opener ofNBAJInals 


Utah 18 24 22 1 8 •. 82: 

Chicago 17 21 24 22 84 

high scorers: 

Utah — Karl Malone 23. John Stockton 16, Jeff 
Hornacek 11 

Chicago — Michael Jordan 31, Scottie Pippen 27, Toni 
Kukoc 6 


Pippen wound up playing 
a team-high 43 minutes. 

Before the game, in a 
makeshift ceremony echo- 
ing ones at last year’s 
Atlanta Olympics, former 
heavyweight champion 
Muhammad Ali, his head 
and body shaking from 
Parkinson’s Syndrome, car- 
ried in the ball, holding it in 
both hands as he slowly 
walked to centre court 




1996 BMW 5281 High Line 

4,000 km • Fully Equipped • Metallic Green - Light 
Beige Genuine * Leather Interior * Duty Not Paid 
Tel. 5523629 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

829895 from 9 p.m - 11 p.m. 

FOR RENT 

1) Semi villa, American style, 5 bedrooms, fully 
furnished. Location: Khiida. 

2) Apartment of 3 bedrooms, fully furnished, 
telephone, garden and garage. 

Location: Gardens St. 

Interested call Tel. 687412 or 674184 


FOR RENT 

Furnished / Unfurnished. 

A two-Tloo villa with swimming pool, air-concfition, telephone fine 
and central heating. Location: Abdoun - as In map, 

Td.: 821 694 from 9:30 a^n. - 1 :30 pjn. 

2:30 - 6:30 pjn. /Tuesday and Wednesday 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Located at Jabal Amman, 1st Circle. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, salon, dining, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, , 
veranda, telephone and central heating. 

Please call Tel. 624730, Amman 

r — For Rent 
Furnished Apartment In Shmeisani 

Very good location, in a building with only three 
apartments, overlooking a garden, having two- bedrooms, 
living room, dining room, new modern furniture, well 
equipped kitchen, two bathrooms, separate central 
heating, separate entrance, telephone, TV and video. .. 
Please call Tel. 606947 or Fax 686539 

FOR RENT : i: 

Furnished flat of an area of 200 sq.m., in 
excellent location, Biyader Wadi Seer, A! 
Jandaweel, opposite Prince Rashed Ben A! 


Jandaweel, opposite 
Hassan Districi. 


IjjU 

|ir±3 ncrn" r 

S-Up □□U k 

IT Inf ~ 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


Please call 

Shameel Real Estate, Tel. 5510091 

Two Furnished Apartments 

For Rent 

Located at the Fourth Circle, opposite 
Prime Ministry. Consists of 2 & 3 bed fiats, 
deluxe furniture. AH services available. 

Call Tel.: 777916/ Mobile: 079-39010 
\ S' CINEMA TEL-634444 K \T CINE1 


Trio of former Red Sox lift Yanks 
to 15 -inning victory 


BOSTON (R) — Three former Boston players came back 
to haunt the Red Sox Sunday as the trio helped the New 
York Yankees prevail 11-6 in 15 innings at Fenway Park. 

Mark whiten walloped a tie-breaking homer and Wade 
Boggs added a three-run blast against their old club in a six- 
run 15th and mike Stanton turned in some strong relief 
against his former teammates in New York’s marathon vic- 
tory. 

The Yanks scored three runs in the top of the ninth to 
erase a 4-2 deficit and grab a 5-4 lead. Boston bounced right 
back with a run in the last of the ninth to bring extra 
innings. Five scoreless innings followed before New York’s 
six-run outburst. 

‘There's always satisfaction to beat up on your old team,” 
said Whiten, who hit a lowly .185 with one homer in 108 
at-bats with Boston in 1995. “The way I played here, then 
to come back and do something positive, is great” 

Boggs played 11 seasons in Boston before signing with 
the Yankees as a free agent in 1993. Stanton, who hurled 3- 
2/3 innings of scoreless relief, pitched 81 games for Boston 
in 1995 and 1996. 

Whiten hit a solo shot into the right-field bullpen off 
Kerry Lacy and Boggs broke an 0-for-15 slump with a 
three-run blast down toe right-field line off rich Garces. 

Boggs, toe former Boston Red Sox who batted lower than 
third (sixth) Saturday and Sunday for toe first time since his 
rookie year in 1983, was booed each trip to toe plate. 

“It’s not easy (getting booed), especially being in 
Boston,” Boggs said. “Everybody becomes a little louder.” 

Jeff Nelson (2r4) picked up the win. 

In Milwaukee, Jose Valentin's two-run homer in the sixth 
inning gave the Milwaukee brewers toe lead for good as 
they went on to a 7-4 victory over the Chicago White Sox. 

At Texas, Joe Vitiello and Jeff King each homered and 
drove in two runs as toe Kansas City Royals defeated toe 
Texas Rangers 6-2. 

Vitiello hit a two-run homer in toe first and King added a 
solo shot in toe fifth. Jose Rosado (4-3) retired toe first 14 
batters he faced. Randy Veres went toe last 3 1/3 inning s tor 
his first save. 

In Anaheim, Terry Steinbach continued his torrid hitting 
with a pair of homers, including a go-ahead solo shot in toe 


fifth inning, as the Minnesota Twms 
c“ ‘ wh who is 17-for-39 with eight RBI m his last iU 
a wo-run blast off Anaheim rookie starter 
&So in the top of the third, before breaking a 4-4 ne 

against Shigetoshi Hasegawa (1-3) m ± 

Tn Oakland. Matt Stairs hit a three-run homer in toe sec 

“He (Oquist) pitched great today. Toronto manager Cito 
Gaston said^He did finding job against us. you 

Witon hit the game-tying home nm in the 
seventh inning and mike blowers and Alex 
added solo shots in toe eighth as toe Marmers snapped a 
three-game losing streak with a 4-1 victory over the Detroit 

^ffp airim nne. the Orioles’ game against toe Cleveland 
Indians was rained out after one inning. 
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Mets keep rolling but lose Ordonez to injury 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
hard-charging Mets notched 
another viciory Sunday but 
their 8-5 win over toe 
P hila delphia P hilli es may 
prove to be a costly one. 

Rey Ordonez bad two hits 
and a career-high three RBI 
to lead toe Met’s attack 
before the flashy fielding 
shortstop broke a boqe in 
his left hand that could side- 
line him from four to six 
weeks. 

Butch Huskey and Alex 
Ochoa each added two hits 
and an RBI for the Mets, 
who have won 15 of then- 
last 20 games and complet- 
ed a three-game sweep of 
toe Phillies. New York 
moved eight games over 
>500 for toe first time since 
August 1991. 

Ordonez entered the game 
with only 12 RBJ this sea- 
son, but he drove in a nm 
with a bunt single in the 
fourth inning and delivered 


a two-out, two-run triple in 
the seventh. 

The crowd of 42,058 was 
toe Mets' largest since 
opening day 1996.. 

“It's fun,” said Mets’ out- 
fielder Bernard Gilkey. “We 
want to play for toe people. 
The people make it exciting. 
When they show up, you 
want to make. 7 ft 5 exciting 
be£toBe7*iHey^ toavfenf'tf t bean' 
here for a while.” 

In St Louis, Mike Piazza, 
Eric Kanos and Todd Zefie 
hit consecutive homers in 
toe fourth inning to back toe 
strong pitching of Chan bo 
park (4-2) as the Dodgers 
snapped an eight-game road 
losing streak with a 6-1 win 
over the Cards. 

Los Angeles also broke a 
four-game losing skid and 
avoided a four-game sweep 
at Sl Louis. 

In Atlanta, Jeff Blauser's 
one-out homer in toe eighth 
inning proved to be the win- 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
With a Leading NGO 


University degree in social sciences - economics, 
management. 

Experience in project management in relation to 
community development for at least 5 years. 
Fluent in English. 

Computer skills and working with international 
partners are an advantage. 

Managerial skills is an advantage. 

WID Counterpart (full time): 

University degree in social sciences 
Experience in implementing projects in relation 
to community development (5 years). 

Fluent in English. 

Communication skills and able to work in rural 
areas. 

Computer skills and work with international 
partners are an advantage. 

Skills in gender analysis is an advantage. 


• University degree in business 
administration/economics 

• Experience in business start up for 5 years. 

• Fluent in English. 

• Computer skills and work with international 
partners are an advantage. 

• Communication skills and able to work in rural 

areas. 

Applications must be received no later than 1 
June 14, 1997 l and directed to: 

The Executive Director 
P.O. Box 5118, Amman 11183 Jordan. 


ning run as the Atlanta 
Braves salvaged a split of 
their four-game series with 
a 4-3 victory over the San 
Francisco Giants. 

Blauser's seventh homer 
of toe season came off Jim 
Poole (2-1) as Atlanta, with 
the best record in the 
National League at 37-17, 
improved to 13-6 in one?n» 
gardes:'"'!: *' s *: v ; 

Ryan Klesko- erased a 3-0 
braves deficit with a three- 
run homer, his 10th, in the 
fourth innin g. Reliever 
Mike Bielecki (2-3) took 
toe win, while Mark 
Wohlers posted his 12th 
save. 

In Pittsburgh, Jose Guillen 
hit a two-run homer to cap a 
five-run first inning and 
drove in three runs and 
Tony Womack and Joe 
Ran da had two hits and two 
RBI apiece to lead toe 
Pittsburgh Pirates to an 1 1-2 
rout of toe Montreal Expos. 

The Pirates finally provid- 
ed some run support for 
Francisco Cordova (4-4). 


Pittsburgh had scored 29 
runs in Cordova's first 10 
starts and just four in his 
four losses. 

In Houston. Tony Gwynn 
delivered a two-run pinch 
single and Ken Caminiti 
added a two-run double in a 
four-run eighth inning and 
the San Diego Padres rallied 
.j for their third straight win, 
6-3 ’ over the 1 sputtering 
Houston Astros. 

At Florida, rookie John 
Thomson pitched a seven- 
hitter for his first career win 
and complete game and 
helped his cause by going 4- 
for-4 with three RBI at the 
plate to lead toe Colorado 
Rockies to a 9-2 rout of the 
Florida Marlins. 

In Chicago, Jeremi 
Gonzalez pitched five 
scoreless innings and struck 
out seven and Shawon 
Dunstoo and Ryne 
Sandberg combined for five 
hits and five RBI to lead toe 
Chicago cubs to a 7-1 victo- 
ry over toe Cincinnati Reds. 



AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
PRE-REGISTRATION FOR THE 
1997/98 SCHOOL YEAR 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN (4 YEARS OLD) 
KINDERGARTEN (5 YEARS OLD) 

Assure your child a place in the American Community 
School's quality program. 

Call 813-944/6 Sunday thru Thursday 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 


CINEMA 



:67742Q 



^PHILADELPHIA m l m J 

\ PHILADELPHIA *2" 

S* 

Diane Keaton. Goldie Hawn 
& Bene Midler ... in 

Jim Carrie... in 


THE FIRST 

THE MASK 

■ Q 

WIVES CLUB 

o 

H J 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

k J 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
N — 


PLAZA 


Bruce Willis.... in 

COLOUR OF NIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 1030 

Top Disney production 

101 DALMATIANS 

Show: 5:00 


V CO NCORD j 

CONCORD 

Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 

CONCORD «a» 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

v Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


8abil & Hialiaa'B Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The actors are 
on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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Bruguera ousts Chang, Kuerten beats 
Medvedev to reach French Open quarters 
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Sergi Bruguera of Spain reacts after warning his match 
against Michael Chang of the U-S. in the French Open 
at Roland Garros stadium, June 2. Bruguera defeated 
Chang 3-6 ,6-4, 6-3, 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


PARIS (AP) — Sergi 
Bruguera upset second- 
seeded Michael Chang in a 
battle of two former cham- 
pions Monday, and two lit- 
tle-known outsiders joined 
him the quarterfinals of the 
French Open. 

Bruguera, champion in 
1993 and 1994, rallied to 
win 3-6, 64, 6-3, 64 in 
two hours, 54 minutes. 


“It's the best week in my 
life ... I feel so good on the 
court I feel that every shot 
1 try. I make it” Kuerten 
said. 

Kuerten, ranked No. 66 in 
the world, held a match 
point at 54 with Medvedev 
serving, but the Brazilian 
hit a forehand into the net 
The Brazilian squandered 
two more match points. 


Snippets front Roland Garros 

The swirling winds that whipped up a “claystorm” at Roland 
" ’ " Sundaycaused the players huge problems. But perhaps understandably mete- 

oonifitions 7 dn the winners' side of the net were infinitely better. Spain’s 
■ffioser Akx Corretja, who lost to Belgian qualifier Filip Dewulf, said: “I 
was one ofthe worst marches in my life because I never played in such bad 
... . / And towering Swiss Marc Rosso, who lost to Swedish underdog Magnus 

'oh Sm^ay^coxnplained: “When you’re ready to hit and you get the ball in the 
fat*: because the wind ^pushing it towards you,it^reates a bit of doubt’ Norraan, how- 
ever, .p^Bed: don’ i know if the wind war blowing more on his side, of the net..” 

: - ' ojdmg to^ -wall: Australian tennis "fens have been waiting for more than 

.a^quiart& three of their players to reach the men’s last- 16. It happened 

ibis .year when MadtPinHppoussis, Mark Woodfbrde and Patrick Rafter all won their 
dnii^rdqhd njatches.\“}^y mom and dad hadn't even thought about me then,” said 24- 
y^rOldlUffiai • ...••• 

• Stringuc^ them along: A hard-working team of racket stringers has been on duty 
jra^TfecIock at Roland ;G^itos. Each member of the 14-strong team strings up to 20 
rat^rets'pa-day, taldng arramd 32 minutes for each. Michael Chang is their best cus- 
tomer The 1989 winner -takes in nine rackets every day. World number-one Pete Sam- 
jjras, who uses at l^astificwi rackets per match, was generally considered the fussiest of 
f the players insisting tosxact tension and then keeping his rackets in a fridge on court 
to "keep them tmre. Afiiqiijg the women, racket breaker-in-chief is Mary Pierce of France. 
Before her match witbSefcs, Pierce got through four and then used another four during 
the. game. V/. /’ V/J:-- ": r . . 

- J^eepmg hia flre Zimbabwe’s Wayne and Byron Black were swept away in 

le opetimg rounds^f then 5 s singles by dole’s Marcelo Rios. But that’s not the end 
f the ‘Black show’ atRoIatt3 Garros. Their 1 8-year-old sister Cara is out to show them 
howto*!© hrhs she b^jnsher mixed -doubles campaign in the junior tournament along- 
skfcTrteaSeljrifina cffKlqakhstan. Keeping ft in the family is father Don. who coaches 
dmtafcai&ina The Blacks arc' not the only tennis clan -here. The Sanchez family have 
been j^rriin^.for years. Two-times champion Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario is here with 
Emifio, h^ brptber ami cbach- Her other brother Javier crashed out in the first round of 
file men’s: singfes'to Mark Woodforde. 

. .? Mirror mirror on the .wall ...: Catherine and Nathalie, long-serving hairdressers at 
Rolaod : Gsnio^hav&kept a book containing locks of hair from the scalps of the stars. 
And by doing so they have worked their way into the good books of former champion 
Jim Coorieri-Ttui ^ good-natured American, wrote them a few words inside. “Thanks for 
making me so handsome. It wasn't easy.” 


What the stars are saying at the French Open 


• *nf l see the ball on the line I cannot say it was ‘out’ I have to be honest — even if 


knocking out* the highest . -xbotknon.. forehand errors* 
rank&JThitfHefr-itf the^fidd. with Medvedev serving -at - 


~^3 


OL 

D) 
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“It's very important'4oF 
me to play well here. It was 
a very tough, very tiring 
match. I was very tight the 
whole match,” Bruguera 
said. 

There were two much 
bigger upsets, when unher- 
alded Gustavo Kuerten and 
Galo Blanco also made it to 
the last eight. 

The quarter-finals will 
have the fewest number of 
seeded players at Roland 
Garros in the Open era, a 
maximum of three. There 
will be at least two unseed- 
ed players in the semifinal. 

Kuerten, conqueror of 
former champion and No. 5 
Thomas Muster, completed 
a five-set victory over 
Andrei Medvedev. 

Kuerten won 5-7, 6-1, 6- 
2, 1-6, 7-5 in a match that 
had been suspended by 
darkness Sunday at 2-2 in 
v the fifth set. 

Blanco, a Spaniard 
ranked No. Ill in the 
world, beat Petr Korda 1-6, 
6-1. 7-5, 64. Korda was 
runner-up here in 1992. 

One of the lowest-ranked 
players to make the cut 
Blanco bowed to flag-wav- 
ing Spanish fans, and said, 
"it’s incredible, a dream for 
me. I can't explain it.” 

Blanco won only one of 
seven marches he played 
this year before the French 
Open. He has never won a 
match on a surface other 
than clay and has never 
played on either grass or 
carpet This is his fourth 
Grand Slam tournament 

He was Spanish junior 
champion in 1994, when he 
beat Carlos Moya. 

^ The J6th-seeded 

Bruguera, who has been 
battling ankle, knee and 
shoulder injuries the past 
two years, broke Chang to 
go up 54 in the fourth set 
Chang saved one match 
point but Bruguera conven- 
ed the next with a forehand 
on the line. He then 
pumped his right arm into 
air. 

Chang said many of his 
shots missed by little. “That 
really made a big differ- 
ence,” he said. 

“I probably should have 
attacked a little bit more,” 
Chang said. 

Kuerten became the sec- 
ond Brazilian to reach the 
j, quarter-finals at Roland 
^Garros, after Thomas Koch 
in 1968. 


6-5 for Kuerten.-. On the 
next point, Kuerten raced 
forward to retrieve a drop 
shot, flipping a short lob 
over Medvedev’s head. The 
Ukrainian raced back but 
hit a backhand into the net 
to give Kuerten the victory. 

Even though he was 
unseeded, Medvedev had 
been considered a con- 
tender for the title. He was 
a semifinalist at Roland 
Garros in 1993. 

Kuerten's opponent in the 
quarterfinals will be 
defending champion 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

Two more unseeded 
gjantkiliers have also 
reached the final eight, 
Magnus Norman of Swe- 
den, who had ousted top- 
ranked Pete Sampras, and 
I24th-ranked Filip Dewulf 
of Belgium, who upset No. 
8 Alex Corretja. 
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^ *Tve never seen anything like it It disrupted my concentration tremendously. Part of 
me was wishing that they would stop. Another pan was saying ‘keep going. This is real- 
ly extitingVI was trying to stay focused, which almost worked against me because 
Mary seemed pretty relaxed. She was laughing...” — three-rimes champion Monica 
Seles on the 'Mexican waves’ from the crowd which halted her fourth-round victory 
overMary Pierce for several minutes late in the second set 

“Tm not going to play mixed-doubles. I think right now I have enough problems to 
play singles and women’s doubles...” — World No. 1 Martina Hingis asked if she was 
conridenng playing mixed doubles at future tournaments. 

'• “Aggressiveness and patience... 5 ’ — defending champion Steffi Graf asked what her 
tactics would be to beat her ‘jinx’ player Amanda Coetzer of South Africa in the quar- 
ter-finals. 

-“T still can't believe it. I will believe it when I see it with my own eyes in the news- 
paper..!” — qualifier Filip Dewulf after becoming the first Belgian ever to reach the 
quartet-final qf a Grand Slam event by beating eighth-seed Alex Corretja of Spain. 

*“What are dreams for? If you’ve lost to somebody ten times in a row — that’s all you 
can depend on.J” South Africa’s Amanda Coetzer after defeating seventh-seeded Con- 
ctnta Martinez of Spain for the first time in eleven encounters. 

• “I don’t know if the wind was blowing more on his side of the net,.’’ — Sweden’s 
Magnus Norman after hearing that opponent Marc Rosset of Switzerland had blamed 
the wind for his fourth-round defeat. 


FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT YEARLY 

A super deluxe furnished villa of 432 sq.f., suitable 
for diplomats, in a very nice quiet area in west 
Amman, "Al Jandaweel." Consists of 3 stories: 1st 
consists of maid's room with a 1/2 bath, one 
bedroom with bath. 2nd consists of one bedroom, 
bathroom, 2 formal living areas, luxury dining room, 
huge kitchen. 2 balconies, separate entrance. 3rd 
story has 3 bedrooms (one is master), bathroom, a 
balcony, a huge family area and a terrace, garden 
surrounding the whole villa. 

Believe it or not it’s a great deal. 

Only interested people, please call 861419 


CAR BOOT SALE 
- AT 



Rawdat Al-Ma’aref Schools & 
College - Khalda - within the open 
day activity on (June 6th 1997) 
150 car space available 
For more information call 
5528599 / 600 / 601 / 602 1 603 
Public relations Ext 12/18/30 * 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO. LTD. 


announces the invitation to tender 
N o. 24F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
24F/97 the design, manufacture, supply, 
delivery to site construction of civil works, 
erection, testing and commissioning (on turnkey 
basis) of: . 

((Ammonium nitrate crushing and screening 
plant at Eshldiya Mines)). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply-Department, until 14 
hours, local time, Saturday 21st June, 1997. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 50 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours, local time, Saturday, 5th July, 1997. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Today ... Today ... Today 

Cinema Philadelphia " I ,r 

Paramount Pictures Presents 

The First Wives Club 

Starring: Bette Mid!er,Goldie Hawn and 
Diane Keaton 



Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Bailey wins showdown after 
Johnson hobbled by injury 


TORONTO (R) — A 5 1.5 -million, sprini 
showdown between Olympic champions 
Donovan Bailey and Michael Johnson spui- 
lered to an anti-climactic conclusion on 
Sunday when Johnson pulled up lame with 
a leg injury. 

And then things got interesting. 

Bailey, who crossed the 150-metre finish 
line unchallenged in 14.99 seconds, called 
Johnson “a chicken.” The Canadian led 
Johnson out of the blocks and his lead was 
increasing when the American abandoned 
the race at the 100-metre mark. 

On a specially -installed, two-lane track at 
Skydome, Bailey burst out of the starting 
blocks with an uncharacteristically fast 
reaction time almost two-hundredths of a 
second quicker than Johnson. At 50-metres, 
Bailey was timed in 5.74 seconds to John- 
son's 5.83. 

When the two sprinters flashed around 
the 75-metre curve, Bailey had a two-stride 
lead and was still accelerating. Bailey’s 
1 00-metre time was 10.24 seconds. John- 
son’s 100-metre time was 10.63 seconds. 

Coining out of the turn. double-Olympic 
champion Johnson grimaced and grabbed 
at his left thigh, then slowed to a stop. Bai- 
ley roared in exultation at the cheering 
crowd of some 25,000 at the Skydome. 

After the race. Bailey told Canadian tele- 
vision what be thought of Johnson: “He's 
just a chicken.” 

Then at a press conference. Bailey said: 
“I don't regret the chicken comment at the 
end of the race. Michael and I don't have a 
lot of words to say. Michael knew he was 
going to get hammered after 30 metres. 

The two sprinters shook hands after the 
race before Johnson, the 200- and 400- 
meue Olympic champion and 200-metre 
world record holder, went to receive treat- 
ment for what he said was a quadricep 
injury to his left leg. 

Bailey received $1 million for the win. 
Each sprinter also received a 5500,000 
appearance fee. 

Johnson. 29. said he fek the injury as he 
was coming around the 75-raetre curve. “I 
felt the cramp grab, then it let go,” he said. 
“1 kept going, but I felt it again and it was 
much worse." 

Asked to respond to being called a chick- 
en by Bailey. Johnson said: “It shows a lot 
about the kind of person he is and I’m not 
going to address this: T’ve- always had. . 
respect for Donovan as an athlete.” 

Organisers of the event originally 
attempted to bill it as a showdown to deter- 
mine the world's fastest man. Bailey 
refused to agree. And in his post-race press 
conference he reiterated his stance. 

“I’ve always said this race wasn't going 
to prove who the world's fastest man was. 

It was just going to shut Michael Johnson 
up,” said Bailey. “I have nothing to prove. 
Michael Johnson needed the title since he 
thrives on attention.” 

Asked if Bailey deserved to be called the 


world's fastest man, Johnson said: “It's up 
to everyone to make their own opinions on 
the title of world's fastest man. 1 lost the 
race. If you want to call him (Bailey) that. I 
have no problems with that.” 

The Bailey-Johnson showdown was pre- 
ceded by an undercard of four match-ups in 
which each competitor received a S 1 00,000 
appearance fee. Organisers also promised a 
SI million bonus for any athlete who set u 
world record. 

In the women’s 100-metre hurdles, reign- 
ing Olympic champion Ludmila Enquist of 
Sweden overpowered Jamaican Michelle 
Freeman. Enquist finished in 12.82 sec- 
onds, while freeman clocked 12.96. 

South African Okkert Brins beat Ameri- 
can Lawrence Johnson in the pole vault 
showdown. Brins cleared 5.90 metres on 
his second attempt and gamely tried twice 
to dear 6.15 metres. Had he done so he 
would have been eligible for the 51 million 
world record bonus. 

But on each anempt at 6.15 metres, Britts 
clipped the bar with his feet. Lawrence 
Johnson managed to clear 5.75 metres 
before failing on three anempts at 5.90. 

Germany’s Heike Drechsler beat long- 
time rival Jackie Joyner-Kersee of the Unit- 
ed States in an uninspiring display in the 
women's long jump. 

Drechsler's best jump of the day was 6.82 
metres, well off the world mark of 7.37 
metres. Joyner-Kersee. who flew into 
Toronto some three hours before the evenL 
jumped 6.79 metres, far off her personal 
best of 7.20 meters. 

Joyner-Kersee said the one-on-one event 
format is a good way to try to revive inter- 
est in the sport of athletics even though it's 
tough on the competitors. 

“The one-on-one will add another dimen- 
sion to track and field,” said Joyner-Kersee. 
“But it’s tough to jump back-to-back. It 
really tested our endurance." 

Each long jumper had six anempts and 90 
seconds in which to complete each attempt, : 

Drechsler. the 1992 Olympic long jump 
champion, likened the event to a show and 
said: “It’s very important to make this for 
track and field. Especially in Canada where 
track and field is nothing. Maybe this is the 
start of something.” 

Olympic high jump champion Charles 
Austin of the United States handily beat 
three-time Olympic medallist Patrik 
Sjoberg of Sweden. Austin jumped 2.30 
metres to Sjoberg's best of 2.20 metres. 


Under the Patronage of 

HRH Princess Aysheh Bint Al Hussein 

The Embassy of Japan 

and 

The Japan Foundation 

in cooperation with 

Ministry of Culture & Youth 
Haya Culture Center 

and 

UNICEF 

Cordially invites you to the Photograph Exhibition 

- CHILDREN OF THE PLANET EARTH - 

From June 5 to June 12, 1997 
Daily from 8:30 a.m. to 5: 00 p.m. 

Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 2: 00 p.m. 
at HAYA CULTURE CENTER 



LYONNAISE DES EAUX GROUP 


A French private group specialised in the production 
and distribution of water and waste water collection 
and treatment services, involving a network of 
autonomous companies. The pooling of our 
technical, financial and human resources has made 
our group a world leader in the water industry. 


We wish to announce the registration in Amman of 
our regional office for Middle East and North Africa. 
Our group key figures are: 20 billion USD of turnover, 
120,000 employees, and we serve 69 million 
inhabitants in more than 80 countries (including 14 
million in France). 

Our address in Jordan is: 

P.O. Box 941619 - Amman 11194 
Tel: 06-602 161 / 602 169 
Fax: 06-602 172 
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French women almost double 
their seats in new parliament 


PARIS (AFP) — France’s 
parliament is in fora culture 
shock after a vote that will 
see almost twice as many 
women plumped on the soft 
red benches of what was 
once almost an exclusively 
masculine seat of power. 

Official results Monday of 
the two-round May 25-June 
1 vote for the 577-seat 
national assembly showed a 
total 63 women winning 
admission to the lower par- 
liamentary chamber, almost 
twice as many as the previ- 
ous tiny 35. 

It is hardly a grand entry 
on the scale of the 120 
women across the channel 
in Britain who trooped into 
the House of Commons last 
month after the victory of 
Tony Blair's "new" Labour 
Party. 

But it reflects a change 
nonetheless that is largely 
the product of the victorious 
Socialist Party's bid to 
redress a situation of sexual 
inequality that had left 
France lagging behind as 
the rest of the continent pro- 
gressed. 

Of the 63 new women 
members. 42 ran for the 
Socialists, who last year 


adopted a 30 per cent quota 
system to help bolster 
women's political rights. 

Of the others, four are 
Communists, three are 
Greens, two are left- 
wingers, while the outgoing 
centre-right Coalition, 
caught napping on the front 
for sexual equality, has 12. 

Though women make up 
53 per cent of the French 
electorate, thus command- 
ing a certain authority over 
the result of any poIL only 
an itsy-bitsy six per cent of 

the country’s womenkind 

— or 35 women members 

— sat in the outgoing Con- 
servative parliament. In 
hard arithmetic, that is the 
second lowest figure in 
Europe after Greece. 

Women and politics have 
never gone hand in hand in 
France, the country which 
prides itself on the slogan 
from the French revolution, 
“liberty, equality and frater- 
nity.” 

French women were 
among the last in Europe to 
win the right to vote, in 
1944. after decades of strug- 
gle and after less developed 
countries such as Turkey, 
the Philippines and Brazil. 


And General Charles de 
Gaulle is said to have 
scoffed prior to his 1969 
departure as president — “a 
ministry for women? Why 
not a mini stry for knitting?” 
President Jacques Chirac 
in May set sexual equality 
as one of his few concrete 
pledges should his ruling 
centre-right coalition win 
the battle. 

Women, he said, “embody 
modernism and willingness 
to listen, values which our 
society aspires towards. I 
personally pledge to do all 1 

can to allow them to fully 
take pan in the economic 
and political life of France.” 
That provides at least one 
policy stand on which he 
and new Socialist Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin are 
bound to agree. 

Ex-premier Alain Juppe, 
whose side lost the general 
election had only 8.8 per 
cent women running for the 
Conservative camp. 

Mr. Juppe, moreover, was 
still smarting from an 
episode that smacked of 
tokenism. In May 1995, he 
appointed 12 women to his 
cabinet — nicknamed the 
“Juppettes,” a play on 


words that also meant small 
skirts — only to sack eight 
of them six months later 
when he t rimm ed the cabi- 
net to trim the deficit. 

Last March, in an 
unprecedented move to 
make things right, he pro- 
posed a change in the con- 
stitution to enforce mini- 
mum representation for 
women through a quota sys- 
tem. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Chirac decided on April 21 
to call the election even 
before the proposal became 
law. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Jospin’s 
socialists pushed their bet- 
ter-known women political 
leaders to the forefront of 
the campaign for the elec- 
tion and the new premier is 
expected to name at least 
five women mini sters in a 
15-member cabinet 

The likes of former Minis- 
ter Martine Aubry, daughter 
of ex-European supremo 
Jacques Delors, Strasbourg 
Mayor Catherine 

Trautmann, and former 
ministers Elisabeth Guigou 
and Segolene Royal are in 
line for portfolios. 


Another blast on last day of 
Algerian election campaign 


ALGIERS (AFPj — Ten 
people were killed and 40 
others wounded Monday in 
the third bomb attack in "two 
days in the Algerian capital, 
hours before campaigning 
was about to end in 
Thursday’s legislative elec- 
tion. 

The latest blast, at S:33 
a.m., hit a busy covered 
neighbourhood market near 
Lyre Street in the Casbah, 
Algier’s old ‘quarter and a 
reputed stronghold 1 of 
Islamic radicals. 

“I saw several bodies 
lying in the street and cov- 
ered with sheets,” a young 
man living in the area told 
AFP. “The blast created a 
panic.” 

Ambulances and police 
cars with sirens w ailin g 
converged on the site of the 
explosion. which was 
strong enough to be heard 
by journalists at a hotel two 
kilometres. 

Algeria, an oil and gas 
producing nation of 28 mil- 
lion that is North Africa's 
largest country, was already 
in shock over bombings that 
hit the heart of Algiers 
Sunday. 

Officially, seven people 
were killed and 77 injured 
when bombs destroyed two 
buses in the capital, where 
some 200 international poll 
observers and dozens of for- 
eign journalists have gath- 
ered to cover the election. 

But the A I Watan newspa- 
per put the death toll in 
Sunday’s blasts at 10, in a 
report that blamed "armed 
Islamic groups” for the 
worst act of violence in the 
capita] since the election 
campaign began in mid- 
May. 

"Islamism wants to admit 


no limits,” the French-lan- 
guage daily said in an edito- 
rial on its front page. 

Beefing up security, the 
authorities Monday closed 
wholesale food markets and 
barred general transport and 
tanker trucks from the roads 
— measures taken at previ- 
ous elections. 

Thursday’s election is the 
first for die national peo- 
ple's assembly since the 
military in 1992 blocked a 
victory ax the polls by the 
now-banned Islamic 

Salvation Front (FIS), trig- 
gering a brutal conflict with 
armed Islamic groups that 
has claimed more than 
60.000 lives. 

President Liamine 

Zeroual views the election 
as a symbol of victory over 
extremism in his oil and gas 
rich nation, but the bomb- 
ings were clearly meant as a 
challenge to his authority. 

Yet in a display of confi- 
dence, Mr. Zeroual, a veter- 
an army general who is also 
minister of defence, kept to 
his schedule and left 
Sunday for the 
Zimbabwean capital Harare 
for an Organisation of 
African Unity summit. 

He was due back 
Wednesday, election eve. 

On the other side of the 
Mediterranean Sea, advance 
polls opened Monday for 
the big Algerian community 
in France, the colonial 
power in Algeria before 
1962. More than 620.000 
people there are entitled to 
vote. 

Special polling stations 
also opened for the 
123,000-strong regular 
armed forces and for 
nomads in the Sahara 
desert. 


In Algiers, campaign 
finales by the major parties 
in the crowded electoral 
field — there are 39 parties 
and 7,747 candidates in the 
running — were set for later 
Monday. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
have been set aside as 
“coo ling off” days, in a 
campaign that has drawn lit- 
tle enthusiasm particularly 
among the 75 per cent of 
Algerians under the age of 
30. ’ 

High unemployment, 
inflation, housing short- 
ages, poor education and 
the seemingly endless cycle 
of violence have all been 
issues, as North Africa’s 
biggest country in area 
struggles to liberalise its 
economy. 

With no reliable opinion 
polls available, the biggest 
parties are the National 
Democratic Rally (RND), 
founded by Zeroual loyal- 
ists including Prime 
Minister Ahmed Ouyahia, 
and the Movement for a 
Peaceful Society (MSP), the 
main legal Islamist party, 
formerly called Hamas. 

Others are the Berber- 
based Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS), the Rally for Culture 
and Democracy (RCD), and 
the National Liberation 
Front (FLN), which ruled 
Algeria without contest 
from independence until it 
bowed to street protests for 
greater democracy in 1988. 

In Tunis, the Union of 
Arab Lawyers Sunday con- 
demned what it called 
“blind terrorism” in Algeria, 
carried out by “small groups 
under the cover of religion.” 

Such violence, it said, 
would only bring prejudice 
to the Islamic faith. 


Netanyahu’s blood boils over 
book alleging Sara is jealous 


TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Benyamin Netanyahu, the 
first Israeli prime minister to 
thrust his family into the 
limelight said Monday a 
new book portraying his wife 
as jealous and pushy made 
his “blood boil." 

Mr. Netanyahu’s wife. 
Sarah, has been haunted by 
unflattering publicity since 
Mr. Netanyahu became 
Israel’s prime minister a year 
ago. Topics of media cover- 
age have included the first 
lady’s firing a nanny for 
burning a pot of soup, and 
her tendency to wear mini 
skirts when inappropriate, 
such as on visits to Arab cap- 
itals. 

The latest furore was creat- 
ed by a new book, 
“Netanyahu: the road to 
power,” by Israeli journalists 
Ben Caspit and Dan Kfir, it is 
to be published in Hebrew 
later this week. 

The book says that in the 


spring of 1996, on the eve of 
the formation of the 
Netanyahu government. 
Mis. Netanyahu took a 
phone call at her home from 
Umor Livnat. a leading fig- 
ure in her husband’s Likud 
Party. Mis. Netanyahu, the 
prime minister’s third wife, 
refused to put through the 
call, the book said. 

“It’s Friday evening,” Mrs. 
Netanyahu told Mr. Livnat, 
according to the book. “I ask 
you not to phone at these 
hours. Bibi is with the chil- 
dren. You’re always phoning 
and it’s very troublesome.” 

“That’s not true.” Mr. 
Livnat responded. hardly 
ever phone you at these 
hours. And apart from that, it 
was Bibi who asked me to 
phone.” 

Mrs. Netanyahu, a former 
flight attendant, said she had 
asked her husband's senior 
aide to intervene so Mr 
Livnat would not call the 


prime minister's residence 
again, the book said. 

When Mrs. Netanyahu 
again refused to put Mr. 
Livnat through, Mr. Livnat 
responded: “You’re quite 
mad. Now I believe eveiy- 
thing Tve heard about you.” 

Two minutes later, Mr. 
Netanyahu called Mr. Livnat 
and apologised, said the 
book, excerpts of which were 
carried on Israel TV and in a 
newspaper. Mr. Livnat is 
communications minister in 
Mr. Netanyahu’s cabinet 

Mr. Netanyahu said 
Monday the incident was 
blown out of proportion, and 
that his wife did not interfere 
in his political decisions. 

Mr. Netanyahu angrily 
slammed the media for 
focusing on his family. 
“Forgive me for being very 
angr y at these things. It 
makes my blood boil,” he 
said 


Nurse’s 
brother 
feels no 
choice 
but to 
play God 

ADELAIDE (R) — 

Stroking his bushy grey 
beard at the kitchen table 
of his mother's old house 
in suburban Adelaide, 
Frank Gilford says he does 
not want to play God 

But the 59-year-old par- 
cel courier from a small 
country town in southern 
Australia feels he may 
have no option but to send 
two British nurses to their 
death if they are convicted 
in a Saudi Arabian court of 
murdering his sister 
Yvonne. 

His big worry, he says, is 
that if be does not insist on 
the maximum penalty — 
beheading — they will be 
let off lightly. 

A few years in a Saudi 
jail and they would be free 
to return to Britain, sell 
their stoty and besmirch 
his sister’s name — or 
worse, kill again. 

“It seems to be the maxi- 
mum on one side and noth- 
ing on the other, there does 
not seem to be any middle 
road,” he says. 

Mr. Gilford has driven 
with his wife Laurel the 
few hours south from his 
home in Jamestown, south 
Australia, to the house 
where he last saw his sis- 
ter, in May 1996, before 
her official papers to nurse 
in the rich Islamic nation 
came through. 

He is on his way to visit 
his 84-year-old mother, 
Muriel, who suffers from 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
now lives in a nursing 
home here, unaware her 
son has been thrust into an 
extraordinary legal and 
moral position since her 
daughter's death. 

The Gilfords will not tell 
her of the soul-searching 
they say has gone on for 
months — “the agonising, 
the thoughts, the horror” 
— since they learned that, 
under Saudi law, a murder 
victim's family can call for 
death, grant forgiveness or 
take financial compensa- 
tion known as blood 
money. 

They will not tell her of 
the barrage of calls they 
have taken in the week — 
600 at last count, mainly 
from Australian and 
British media — after the 
Saudi court hearing the 
murder case adjourned to 
allow the accused, 
Deborah Parry and Lucille 
McLaughlan, to appeal for 
mercy. 



WAVING TO CELEBRATE, YET WAVING GOODBYE: French Prime Minister 
and Mayor of Bordeaux Alain Juppe and his wife Isabelle wave to celebrate Mr. 
Juppe's win to a seat in die National Assembly Sunday night Mr. Juppe lost his 
premiership when his Conservative coalition was defeated by the French 
Socialist Party in parliamentary runoff elections (Photo by Reuters) 

Islamist Turk premier 
calls for snap election 


ANKARA (R) — Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan called for snap 
elections to resolve a row 
between his Islamist-led 
coalition and Turkey’s secu- 
larist generals, but the way 
forward was not immediate- 
ly clear. 

No date was set for 
polling and there were no 
guarantees that a complicat- 
ed handover of power 
would not go awiy and give 
die opposition a chance to 
set up its own secularist 
government 

Mr. Erbakan, the first 
Islamist to head the govern- 
ment of modem Turkey, 
committed himself to step- 
ping down in favour of 
coalition ally Tansu Ciller, a 
secular conservative, within 
a month as part of a deal to 
go for early elections. 

“The election can be held 
in a short time by updating 
the electoral roU. I don’t 
think there will be a need 
for a long process,” he said. 

Mr. Erbakan must first 
give his resignation to 
President Suleyman 

Demirel a veteran of the 
volatile political scene in 
Turkey, a secular state with 
an overwhelmingly Muslim 
population. 

According to political tra- 
dition, Mr. Demirel. an 
avowed secularist, should 


no minate the party leader 
with the most members of 
parliament to produce a fea- 
sible cabinet list. 

Mr. Erbakan, whose 
Islam-based Welfare Party 
has 159 deputies, is likely to 
get the task and choose a 
cabinet with Ms. Ciller as 
prime minister to steer the 
country into elections. 

But in practice any gov- 
ernment headed by Ms. 
Ciller, whose reputation has 
been damaged by corrup- 
tion allegations, would face 
a major obstacle in trying to 
survive a vote of confidence 
within days of taking over. 

The present coalition gov- 
ernment, battered by anti- 
Islamist defections, lost its 
absolute majority last week 
and now has 275 deputies in 
the 550-seat chamber. 

Ms. Ciller should be sure 
of the Welfare Party votes 
but a current effort to recruit 
seven far-right deputies to 
her side could easily be can- 
celled out by further defec- 
tions to the opposition from 
her True Path Party. 

Similarly, an election law 
to fix the poll date could run 
into trouble in the national 
assembly without the sup- 
port of the opposition. 
Many deputies from all par- 
ties are reluctant to see fresh 
polls in case they lose their 
parliamentary privileges. 


It was also unclear which 
parties might profit from 
elections. The Welfare Party 
is widely believed to have 
increased its share of the 
vote since it polled 21 per 
cent in general elections at 
the end of 1995, but few 
reliable opinion polls have 
been published recently. 

Press reports say Mr. 
Erbakan wants a quick poll 
but Ms. Ciller, a U.S.- 
trained economist is hold- 
ing our for a dare next year. 
Elections would not nor- 
mally be due until the year 
2000. 

The Welfare Party itself 
stands accused of threaten- 
ing Turkey's secular system 
and could be closed down if 
it loses the case in the con- 
stitutional courts in about 
six months time. 

The case was part of an 
assault on the Islamists by 
the secularist elite. The 
army, which has staged 
three coups since 1960, 
declared last month that its 
struggle against Isl amis ts 
was a matter of “life or 
death” for Turkey, a mem- 
ber of NATO. 

Secularist pressure divert- 
ed Mr. Erbakan from his 
aim of increasing the role of 
Islam in public life at home 
and improving relations 
with Turkey's Muslim 
neighbours. 


Ex-U.S. soldier aiding 
Iraqis under sanctions 


BAGHDAD CAP) — Erik 
Gustafson, who fought 
against Iraq as an American 
soldier in the 1991 Gulf 
war, has come to Baghdad 
as a member of a group try- 
ing to help the Iraqi people 
survive under United 
Nations sanctions 
“I came to witness the 
impact of the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq,” Mr. 
Gustafson said Sunday. “I 
am terrified at the fact that 
many people are dying due 
to the sanctions ” 

Mr. Gustafson. 26, who 
was in the U.S. army sta- 
tioned in Saudi Arabia dur- 
ing the war, is now a student 
in the Univerisry of 
Wisconsin at Madison. He 
is travelling with a group 
called Voices in the 
Wilderness, which is chan- 
nelling donations to Iraqi 
hospitals. 


The sanctions, imposed 
by the U.N. Security 
Council after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, prevent 
the sale of oil, the country’s 
major export, devastating 
the economy and leaving 
average Iraqis with barely 
enough to live on. 

Under a Security Council 
resolution, the sanctions 
cannot be lifted until Iraq 
destroys its weapons of 
mass destruction. Iraq 
maintains it has met that 
requirement, but U.N. 
weapons inspectors accuse 
the government of President 
Saddam Hussein of trying 
to circumvent the resolu- 
tion. 

Two weeks ago, U.N. offi- 
cial Yasushi Akashi report- 
ed conditions in Iraq were 
deplorable — • particularly a 
shortage of medicines — 
despite the U.N. pro- 


gramme allowing the coun- 
try to sell $2 billion in oil 
over six months to buy food 
and medicines. 

Barbara Lubin, 55, of 
Berkeley, Calif., another 
member of the Chicago- 
based Voices in the 
Wilderness, said she has 
been io Baghdad three 
braes, helping to deliver 
5900,000 in donations to 
hospitals. 

Mr. Gustafson told the 
Associated Press he saw the 
trip as a way to reconcile 
with Iraq. 

“J feel bad because the 
U-S. government is not 
helping the Iraqis to rebuild 
what was destroyed during 
the war,” he said. “I have 
seen hospitals full of sick 
children with no proper 
jedical supplies to treat 
Jem. ... They need all the 
nelp they can get.” 



Prostitute and 
customer end up 
in Lebanese jail 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A 
Lebanese high-roller who 
paid for sexual favours 
a $10,000 rubber 
cheque was thrown into jail 
along with the aggrieved 
Romanian exotic dancer 
who denounced him, press 
reports said Monday. A 37- 

year-old man identified 

only as Antoine quaffed 
bottles of champagne or 
whisky for a month at the 
establishment of exotic 
dancer Tamara before 
stumping up the suspect 
cheque for a “night of pas- 
sion,” said the A) Nahar 
newspaper. Tamara ran to 
the bank the next day to 
cash in her bonanza pay 
day, only to be told the 
cheque was worthless. 
When the angry woman 
went to the police station to 
make a formal complaint 
against her client, police 
arrested her for prostitution 
and Antoine for bouncing 
the cheque. 

Philippine bishop 
tells brides 
to button up 

MANILA (R) — A 
Philippine Roman Catholic 
bishop said there was a 
worrying tendency among 
brides to reveal a little bit 
too much of themselves at 
church weddings. Manila 
Bishop Teodoro Bacani 
was quoted by the 
Philippine Star as compar- 
ing it to wearing a swimsuit 
to a function at the presi- 
dential palace. “There are 
times when instead of say- 
ing ‘the body of Christ’, I 
am tempted to say 'Christ, 
what a body.’” he said. “Do 
things in the right place,” 
he warned. "I don't want 
this practice to spread.” 

Five Belgians 
claim underwater 
monopoly record 

AALST (R) — Five mem- 
bers of a Belgian diving 
club claimed a new 
Guinness Book of Records 
entry after playing under- 
water monopoly for over 
30 hours, Belga news 
agency said. The five men, 
all members of the Aalst 
Diving Club in central 
Belgium, completed their 
marathon board game 
series after 30 hours and 15 
minutes, beating the previ- 
ous record of nine hours 
and 30 minutes, Belga said. 

Eighteen Siberians 
die from 
poisonous vodka 

MOSCOW (R) — 

Eighteen people died over 
a three-day period from 
drinking poisonous vodka 
in the Siberian city of 
Krasnoyarsk, police said. 
The bad vodka, made from 
methylated spirits, poi- 
soned 31 people altogether, 
killing 18 between 
Thursday and Saturday, a 
duty police officer said by 
telephone from 

Krasnoyarsk. Seven died in 
hospital, the rest at home or 
in the streets, he said. The 
people who sold the vodka 
were arrested and the alco- 
hol was being tested, he 
added. The number of alco- 
hol-related deaths in 
Russia has more than dou- 
bled during the 1990s as 
many vendors have offered 
cheap moonshine dressed 
up in fancy bottles to a 
public eager for bargains. 4 

Giant HK lanterns 
might get stuck 
in Pearl River 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
fleet of giant lanterns in the 
shape of pandas and other 
animals will sail from 
China to Hong Kong on 
barges to mark the territo- 
ry's handover to Chinese 
control on July 1, but their 
size could leave them stuck 
on the Pearl River. Storms 
could raise water levels in 
the river during the 20-hour 
voyage from Jiangmen in 
Guangdong province so 
that some of the lanterns 
would be unable to pass 
under bridges, the South* 
China Morning Post news- 
paper said on Monday, 


